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Exodus 25 (Cont)
Offerings for the Tabernacle



Exodus 25 (Cont)

• Last week, we ended the class with one of the most 
important statements in the Old Testament, “And 
let them make me a sanctuary, that I may  dwell in 
their midst” (Exodus 25:8)

• This statement was followed with the command to 
build it in accordance with “the pattern of the 
tabernacle, and all its furniture, so you shall make 
it” *

•



Exodus 25 (Cont)

• Exodus 25:10-22
• Thus, God provided Moses with a description of the 

sanctuary that He wanted the people to make for Him in 
which He could dwell among them

• He told Moses that He would meet with him from above 
the mercy seat and from there He would give him the 
commandments for the people of Israel (Exodus 25:22)



Exodus 25 (Cont)

• He began with the most important piece of furniture in 
the Tabernacle, the Ark of the Covenant
• It was made of acacia wood and covered with gold

• Its purpose was to carry the stone tablets, which were the words 
of God

• It had a lid made of gold called the “mercy seat”

• On its top, it had two cherubs (Cherubim) carved out of gold with 
their wings outstretched in the middle where the glory cloud 
would rest

• It resided in the Holy of Holies 



The Tent of Meeting



• 1446 B.C. Moses given the blueprints for the 
Tabernacle

• 1406 B.C. Ark brought into the Promised Land

• 1394 B.C. Tabernacle set up at Shiloh

• 1001 B.C. David moves it to Jerusalem

• 960 B.C. Solomon dedicated 1st Temple
• 486 years in the Tent of Meeting

History of the Tabernacle



Dimensions of theTent of Meeting

• One Cubit = 17.5’’ or 1&1/2’

• Outer Perimeter
• 100 cubits (150’) X 50 cubits (75’)X 5 Cubits (7.5’)

• Tent of Meeting
• 40 cubits (60’) X 10 cubits (15’) X 13.5’high

• Ark of the covenant - 4’ X 2.5’ X 2.5’





Exodus 25 (Cont)

• Exodus 25:22
• As discussed earlier, we can see from this that God certainly 

did not condemn religious imagery (Exodus 20:4) for here He 
commanded Moses to place two Cherubim on the top of the 
Ark 

• This was not just some irrelevant decoration at the front door 
of a church; these angles were to sit on top of the Ark of the 
Covenant which housed the 10 Commandments of God

• This is what the Jews have understood from the beginning 

• As discussed earlier, it was not until the time of Calvin that we 
heard of Exodus 20:4 being misunderstood as a 
condemnation of religious art work *



Exodus 25 (Cont)

• Exodus 25:23-39
• Next, we hear about other pieces of the sacred furniture 

in the Tent of Meeting to include:
• The Table of Showbread

• Then the Golden Lampstand



Exodus 25 (Cont)

• Exodus 25:31-39
• The Golden Lampstand (Menorah) was made of pure 

gold

• It was described as the seven-lamp as it had six 
branches, burned oil, and provided light for the Holy 
Place

• It has been a symbol of Judaism since ancient times

• It was required to be burned perpetually *



Exodus 26
The Tabernacle



Exodus 26

• Exodus 26
• This section provides the description of the Tent of 

Meeting (tabernacle)  and the veil that separated the 
Holy Place from the Holy of Holies



Exodus 26 (Cont)

• The Tabernacle was covered with 4 different 
coverings:
• Fine twined linen

• Goat’s hair

• Rams’ skins dyed red

• Badger Skins (mistranslation of Manatee (sea cow)  or 
Dudong (a type of Manatee) skins *





Exodus 27
The Altar of Burnt Offering 



Exodus 27

• Exodus 27:1- 8
• The Altar was made of Acacia wood overlaid in bronze

• It was the place where the blood of sacrificial animals was 
shed to atone for the sins of the people

• Once the fire was kindled in this altar, God ordered that it 
should not be allowed to die out

• The horns on the four corners represented the power of 
God* 



Exodus 27 (Cont)

• Exodus 27:9-19
• This section provided the description of the courtyard

• Exodus 27:20-21

• Here, the people were directed to bring olive oil for the 
perpetual burning of the Menorah *



Exodus 28
Holy Garments of the Priests



Exodus 28

• Exodus 28 discusses the beautiful garments that Aaron, 
the High Priest, and his sons, serving as priests, would be 
required to wear in the Tabernacle

• Father asked, why would God call for these special 
vestments?
• He responded with an analogy of the preparations that one 

might make in anticipation of a visit by the president to our 
house  

• It was from these robes that the Christian vestments 
were developed among the clergy who wore the best 
clothing they had when celebrating the Mass



Exodus 28

• Exodus 28:1-14
• This section requires Aaron and his sons (Nadab, Abihu, 

Eleazar, and Ithamar) to act as priests

• It also prescribed their holy garments for Aaron as High 
priest for glory and beauty to include:
• Breast piece 

• Ephod – an elaborate garment worn by the high priest, and 
upon which rested the breastplate

• Robe

• Coat of checker work

• Turban

• Girdle (a sash) *



Exodus 28 (Cont)

• Exodus 28:15-30
• This sections describes the Breastplate of Judgment 

consisting of 12 precious stones commemorating the 12 
tribes of Israel

• Exodus 28:31-43
• This section lists 

• The blue robe, gold plate for the high priest’s turban

• The coat and girdles and other garments for Aaron’s sons to 
wear when they go into the tent of meeting or serve at the 
Altar in the Holy Place



Exodus 28 (Cont)

• These directives serve as the forerunner of our modern 
vestments 

• They were considered the “Sunday best” of the people 
who lived in the first couple of centuries of Christianity

• These beautiful garments were passed on to following 
generations and eventually began to look different 
from what regular people were wearing at the time

• The same was true for Baptismal garments

• In the beginning, the high priest also wore little bells on 
their robes so that when he moved around the people 
would hear a little jingle



Exodus 28 (Cont)

• Father Sebastian said that this is the reason that 
Santa Claus was associated with little Christmas 
bells

• Saint Nicholas was a Byzantine Bishop and the 
Bishop of Myra in Lycia

• He and his fellow bishops wore bells in their 
garments because they saw their role as Bishop to 
be like the high priest 

• This passage also points out that Aaron wore 
images of pomegranates in his robe



Exodus 28 (Cont)

• Solomon also placed images of pomegranates, 
gourds, and flowers all over his temple because 
they contained many “seeds” which meant “life”

• Exodus 28 further points out that these garments 
were seamless, meaning they could not be torn

• Many commentators see the passage in John’s
Gospel as an indication that Jesus (who wore a 
seamless garment) was the new high priest offering 
a great sacrifice *



Exodus 29
The Ordination of Priests 



Exodus 29

• Exodus 29:1-9

• Discusses the anointing, consecration, and 
ordination of the priests with “oil”

• Again, the olive was an image of life

• We saw this earlier in the story of Noah who found 
an olive branch in the beak of the returning dove

• Olive oil was a source of nutrition in the ancient 
world as it was used for lamps, cooking, and 
medicinal purposes
• Look at the story of the Good Samaritan



Exodus 29 (Cont)

• It was also used in the anointing of priests, 
prophets and kings
• In this passage we see priests being anointed with oil

• But, only kings were ever given the title in the Old 
Testament of the Christ, Messiah meaning “the anointed 
one”

• A priest or prophet although anointed, was never called 
the Messiah *



Exodus 29 (Cont)

• Exodus 29:38
• After learning about the consecration of the priest, we 

will learn what his job was about

• What were Aaron and his sons supposed to do?

• First, they were to take care of the Tabernacle and offer 
sacrifices there

• The first of these was the Tamid Offering (meaning 
continually)
• Every morning and every evening (sunrise and sunset) they 

offered a lamb on the external altar at the same time that 
another priest offered incense on the table of incense within in 
the holy place



Exodus 29 (Cont)

• Every morning and evening a priest enters the holy 
place to burn incense (Zachariah)

• Every day a priest enters the holy place to trim the 
wicks on the oil lamps (Menorah)

• Once a week a priest enters the holy place to 
change the holy show bread

• Once a year the High Priest enters the holy of holies 
to speak the name of God



Exodus 29 (Cont) 

• We will see this throughout the Old Testament (to 
include when):
• The Prophet Malachi says that everywhere among all the 

nations incense is offered for my name
• Zachariah goes into the holy place to offer incense (Luke 

2)
• Father asked that we highlight Exodus 29:38-30:8 for that 

passage contains a very important idea in Exodus 29:45-
46 * which reaffirms the reason for the tabernacle 
(additional details are in Exodus 31) *


