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Easter 

• Christ is risen – Halleluiah – He is truly risen! 

• The 8 days of the Octave of Easter (16-23 April) 

• The 50 days of the Easter Season (April 16 – June 4) 
• Easter Sunday to Pentecost Sunday 

• Ascension Thursday May 25 (40 Days) 
• Mary of Magdalene sees the empty tomb 

• Peter and John see the empty tomb 

• Mary Magdalene meets the risen Christ 

• The women on the road meet the risen Christ 

• Two disciples meet the risen Christ on the road to Emmaus  

 



Easter (Cont) 
• The disciples meet the risen Christ without Thomas 

• The disciples meet the risen Christ with Thomas 

• The disciples meet the risen Christ at table 

• The disciples meet the risen Christ in the mountains of Galilee 

• The disciples meet the risen Christ by the sea of Galilee 

• The Road to Emmaus 

• The questioning of Peter about love 











Jeremiah (Cont) 

• Jeremiah 2:1-3 
• We can see that he is prophesying strictly to Judah 

(South) because Israel (North) no longer exists as an 
independent country 

• By this time, the Assyrians had conquered and destroyed 
Israel (721 BC) 

• From here on we will see the word Israel used by the 
prophets to refer to “God’s people” 

• We are now entering into a new era of the prophetic 
period 

• Israel and Jacob will start to be used as general terms for 
the People of God who are still left in Judea * 
 



Jeremiah (Cont) 

• Jeremiah 2:4-10 
• The term “worthlessness” refers to the idea of “idolatry” 

• Here is another example of “covenant” or “law suit” 
language 

• “Cyprus” means for them to look across the 
Mediterranean Sea to the Greeks who were a seagoing 
people 

• To go East (Kedar the peoples of Arabia) refers to the 
dessert people 

• So he telling them to look to the East or West and see if 
there has been such a thing as this * 

 



Jeremiah (Cont) 

• Jeremiah 2:11-13 
• He is telling the people that “forsaking the one true 

God” is really dumb 

• Again, this is a metaphor for idolatry 

• The living God was like a source of running water 
• Flowing, fresh, cold, clean water that one could drink 

• The people were walking away from the living water and 
substituting that by building cisterns 
• One built a cistern by digging a hole in the rock which would be 

filled by rain 

 

 



Jeremiah (Cont) 

• The cisterns that the people were building didn’t even 
hold the water 

• This means they were going after idols, images made of 
stone which were like worthless broken cisterns  

• The people had rejected the living God who was a 
source of living water 

• This is the most commonly quoted text in the Old 
Testament among the early Church writings in reference 
to the Jews who eventually rejected Jesus as the Christ 

• Initially, the people were trying to see the temple as 
their source and hope and life 

 



Jeremiah (Cont) 

• The temple was something that they had made 
with their own hands 

• St Stephen said that the people of his day were 
turning the temple into an idol 

• What happened here is that they had become like 
harlots as they were seeking security from Egypt 
and Assyria rather than God* 



Jeremiah (Cont) 

• Jeremiah 2:20-28 
• This is about idols made of wood and stone 

• He will continue with this image throughout the rest of 
Jeremiah 2 and 3 

• He also gives a comparison between the North and the 
South* 



Jeremiah (Cont) 

• Jeremiah 3:6-12 
• The faithless one is a reference to Israel (North) 

• The “false sister” is Judah (South) 

• A decree of divorce is the Assyrian Exile 

• The concept of “whole heart” will come up later in his 
text when be begins to look at quotes from the Book of 
Deuteronomy 



Jeremiah (Cont) 

• He presents a brief history of the people of Israel 
• The remnant of the northern kingdom are going to begin to 

return for a brief time to the one true God and come back 
under the King of Judah in Jerusalem  

• The briefly began under King Hezekiah but there was a 
significant influx of these people during the time of King Josiah 

• We will see more of this when we look at the story of King 
Josiah in 2nd Kings * 

 



Jeremiah (Cont) 

• Jeremiah 4:4 
• This is taken directly from Deuteronomy 10:16 

• Jeremiah 5:15 
• This is a reference to Israel in a general sense as it 

applies to Jerusalem, not to the northern kingdom 

• “A language you do not know”, refers to the  
Tower of Babel  

• A nation from afar is another reference to Deuteronomy 
28:36 *3 * 

 



Jeremiah (Cont) 

• Jeremiah 5:18-20 
• Another reference to Deuteronomy 28:36; 4:27 

• We have heard this before in Isaiah 6 

• Jeremiah is using this language to explain that the 
people have become like the people they worship 
• A stone god that has eyes and ears which cannot see or hear 

• His point is that they need to worship the one true God 
because whatever they worship, they will become * 



Jeremiah (Cont)  

• Jeremiah 7:1-16 
• Basically Jeremiah is telling the people that it is over for 

them 

• Jr 7:11 is the passage Jesus combines with Isaiah 56:74 
when he is condemning the Temple in Mark 11:17 *5  * 



Destruction of the Temple 
• Destruction of the First Temple – 587 B.C. 

 

• “…for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all people.” (Is 56:7) 
515 – 500 B.C. 

 

• “Has this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in 
your eyes?  Behold, I myself have seen it, says the Lord.” (Jr 7:11) – 626-586 
B.C. 

 

• “And he taught, and said to them, ‘Is it not written, My house shall be 
called a house of prayer for all the nations? But you have made it a den of 
robbers.” (Mk 11: 17-18) 33A.D. 

 

• Destruction of Second Temple – 70 A.D. 



Jeremiah (Cont) 

• Jeremiah 7:21-23 
• We saw this in Amos 5 

• This is a Semitic way of speaking where God is saying 
that He did not talk to them about offering sacrifices, 
instead He was talking about obedience 

• This does not mean that He never talked about sacrifices 
(Exodus) but first and foremost He wants them to obey 

• Obedience is what God proclaimed to the people and 
after that sacrifices will help them with catechesis and 
repentance for their sins 

 



Jeremiah (Cont) 

• Paul talks like this in his 1st Letter to the 
Corinthians where he says “I was not sent to 
baptize but to preach the gospel” 

• He baptized as a result of his preaching 

•  His job was to preach the gospel and then baptize 
those who believed, as baptism comes as a result 
of hearing the word of God in repentance * 

 



Jeremiah (Cont) 

• Jeremiah 7: 30-31 
• The temple in Jerusalem during the time of Ahaz (735 -

715 BC) and Manasseh (715-687 BC)became a pantheon 
filled with pagan gods 

• Not only did the people defile the temple but they also 
built a high place at Topheth in the Valley of the son of 
Hinnom  
• This is the other valley that borders Jerusalem 
• The Kidron valley is across from the Mount of Olives 
• Between the Kidron and Hinnom valleys  you have Jerusalem 
• It is also called the valley of Gehenna which is Aramaic version 

of the Greek transliteration of the Hebrew word Gay ben 
Hinnom  
 



Jeremiah (Cont) 

• Not only were there all sorts of pagan temples on 
the Mount of Olives, but as we can hear the pagans 
of Jerusalem were also offering child sacrifices in 
the valley of Hinnom * 



Jeremiah (Cont) 

• Jeremiah 7:32 
• He is saying that there will be so many dead bodies after 

the chastisement that they will be burying them in the 
places they once called “sacred” 

• Christians see a dead body much differently then did the 
ancient Jews 
• We venerate relics and put them in our altars 

• The ancients would never have buried anyone near the Temple, 
as dead bodies were considered unclean 

• The Temple was a place of purity and light, righteousness and 
holiness 



Jeremiah (Cont) 

• To find a pagan temple or an altar with a dead body nearby 
would have been considered a major insult 

• We will see this again during the reign of King Josiah 

• Next to Jr 7:31 look at 2nd Kings 16:3; 21:6; 23:10 * 

 



Jeremiah (Cont) 

• Jeremiah 8:16 
• Again we hear the prophesy that the destruction is going 

to come down from the North 

• The tribe of Dan originally had a tribal allotment just 
east of Jerusalem 

• But eventually they moved to the northern part of 
Galilee, and from then on they became the marker for 
the northern most part of Israel as Beersheba became 
the marker for the southern most point of the land * 



Jeremiah (Cont) 

• Jeremiah 9:25 
• Look back at Du 10:16 6 

• The men are physically circumcised but they had not 
circumcised their hearts 

• This list includes all the nations round about who 
circumcised their men 
• Egypt was where the practice began and it was after Abraham 

came out of Egypt that he was circumcised 

• Judah, a son of Jacob (Israel), the grandfather of Abraham 

• The people of Edom were descendants of Esau, son of Isaac 
and grandson of Abraham 



Jeremiah (Cont) 

• The Amonites and Moabites are descendants of Lot and loosely 
connected with the people of Israel 

• Those who cut the corner of their hair were the people living in 
the desert to include the Midianites and Ishmaelites, who were 
descendants of Abraham via his Egyptian wife, Hagar and their 
son Ishmael 

• All were physically circumcised, but not of their hearts 

• That means they were not keeping the covenant *   



Jeremiah (Cont) 

• Jeremiah 11:1-8 
• The words of the covenant refer to 2nd Kings 23:3 and 

Du 29:8 

• This phrase only appears three places in the Bible 
• Four times in Jeremiah 

• 2nd Kings 23:3 

• Du 29:8 

• More on this will be explained later * 

 



Jeremiah (Cont) 

• Jeremiah 13:1-11 
• As we have seen before, the prophets were often 

instructed to perform a physical act to represent the 
judgement of God 

• As we saw earlier, Isaiah and Micah were instructed to 
walk about naked  

• God calls him to go to the Euphrates* 



Jeremiah (Cont)  

• Jeremiah 13:18 
• We will see this again in Jeremiah 29:2 

• It will also be fulfilled in 2nd Kings 24 

• As we have discussed before, the queen mother (gebirah) is a 
formal title for the mother of the king 

• We will see the term “queen mother” come up frequently 
during the time of the destruction of Jerusalem 

• We also will see this title used to refer to the Blessed Mother 

• At this time we will jump back into the historical setting of 2nd 
Kings 21  which will help us to understand the referenced to 
the Book of Deuteronomy which come up later in Jeremiah  

 


