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Welcome and 
Introduction

9/19/22



ÅPlease return of Registration Form as soon as 
possible 

ÅObtain a copy of your Baptismal Certificate

ÅPlease schedule a meeting with Father DeCelles as 
soon as possible
ÅE-mail him at: fr.decelles@gmail.com

Administrative Information

mailto:fr.decelles@gmail.com


ÅL ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ŎƘŀǊǘǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ 
email address one or two days before the next class

ÅMy email is biblestudy@straymonds.org

ÅMy telephone number is 703 644-5873

ÅInclementweather decision will be in accordance 
with the Parish Inclementweather notifications (an 
email from me)

Administrative Information (Cont)

mailto:biblestudy@straymonds.org


Introduction and Overview
ÅClass procedures
ÅOpen and close with Prayer 
ÅOur Father and Hail Mary

ÅQuestions/Answers

ÅLecture/Conference

ÅTextbooks
ÅThe Faith Explained, Leo J. Trese

ÅOther references
ÅThe Catechism of the Catholic Church 







Introduction and Overview (Cont)

ÅPlease seek answers to your questions
ÅAsk them in class

ÅCall me on the phone

ÅE-mail me 

ÅThere is no such thing as a dumb question!!!

ÅHalf of the class may have the same question but are 
also hesitant to ask



Introduction and Overview (Cont)

ÅThe Catechism of the Catholic Church
ÅTrent

ÅBaltimore

ÅFour Pillars of the Catechism
ÅCreed ςsummary of Sacred Scriptures and Sacred 

Tradition

ÅSacraments and Liturgy

ÅMoral Life

ÅPrayer



Introduction and Overview (Cont)

Å¢ƘǊŜŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ CŀǘƘŜǊ ¢ǊŜǎŜΩǎ ōƻƻƪ
ÅPart I ςThe Creed

ÅPart II ςThe Commandments

ÅPart III ςThe Sacraments and Prayer



Introduction and Overview (Cont)

ÅVeritasςTruth -!ƴ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ άŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ 
ǘǊǳǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŦǊŜŜέ όJohn 8:32)

ÅDifferences between:
ÅAnthropology ςscience of man

ÅPhilosophy ςscience of concepts (truth, existence)

ÅTheology ςscience of God 

ÅImportance of Philosophy and its relationship to Theology

ÅViews of history
ÅCircular

ÅRevisionist

ÅLinear



Transmission of the Revelation



Introduction and Overview (Cont)

Å¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άDivine Revelationέ
ÅSacred Scripture

ÅSacred Tradition

ÅHierarchy of Truthsςthe order (hierarchy) of the 
truths in Catholic doctrine as they relate tothe 
central mystery and foundation of the Christian 
faith, the mystery of the Holy Trinity



Introduction and Overview (Cont)

ÅMystery ςsomething continuously explored 
without ever knowing everything

ÅHeresyςsomething left out of or added to a 
doctrine (teaching) of the Church



ÅWhy do we seek to learn about God?
Å¢ƘŜ άDƻŘ ƘƻƭŜέ

Å{ƻ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀǎƪ άLǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀ DƻŘΚέ
ÅYes there is/No there is not

ÅThis is the Fundamental Option

Introduction and Overview (Cont)



ÅWhat is belief 
ÅThat state of the mindby which it assents to 

propositions, not by reason of their intrinsic evidence, 
but because of authority (Catholic Encyclopedia) 

Introduction and Overview (Cont)



ÅThe Bible address this topic in the story of the 
άŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜǇƛƭŜǇǘƛŎ ǎƻƴέ ǿƘƻ ŀǎƪǎ WŜǎǳǎ ƛŦ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ 
heal his son
ÅJesus responds 
ÅάLŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΗ !ƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎΦ  
LƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨI 
believe; help my unbelief!Ωέ όaƪ фΥно-24) 

Introduction and Overview (Cont)



Introduction and Overview (Cont)

ÅDo you believe that American Astronauts actually 
walked on the moon?
ÅAlthough I did not see it happen, I believe it is true 

because I believe in those who reported it to me 



Introduction to Faith

ÅHow do we attain information?
ÅThrough our five senses

ÅHow are we different from the animals?
ÅWe have an intellect and will

ÅHow does this difference provide us with a greater 
capacity to attain information?
ÅWe can accept abstract concepts



Introduction to Faith

ÅHow do we process information?
ÅThe intellect ǎŜŜƪǎ άǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘέ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ will

who directs an action as impacted on by the imagination 
and the memory

ÅHow do we believe God communicates to us?
ÅNaturally through our senses

ÅSupernaturally



Introduction to Faith (Cont)

ÅHow do we accept this supernatural information?
ÅBy Faith

ÅWhat is Faith?
Åά CŀƛǘƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘƻǇŜŘ ŦƻǊΣ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƴέ όIŜō ммΥмύ

ÅHow do we get Faith?
ÅIt is a free gift from God via His grace (love)

ÅIt something that we can learn



ÅAccording to St. Thomas Aquinas every things a 
Christian need to know is contained in three things:
ÅThe Apostle's Creed ςwhat to believe

ÅThe Ten Commandments  - what to do

Å¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ ςwhat to pray

Summary of the Faith



Introduction and Overview (Cont)

ÅTwo Creeds
ÅApostlesςfaith of the Church 
expressed privately
ÅNicene/Constantinopleςfaith of the 
Church expressed publicly 



God’s Divine Plan



Early Church History Leading  To 
The Nicene Creed

Å1st - 3rd centuries ςRoman Persecution ς
Christianity underground

Å313 A.D. Edict of Milan ending Christian 
persecutions

Å313 A.D. onward the rise of a multitude of 
questions about the Faith

Å4th and 5th centuries the need for Church councils



Introduction and Overview (Cont)

ÅEarly Heresies
ÅJudaizers ςsaid had to be a Jew to be a Christian

ÅGnostics ςsecret knowledge 

ÅDualism ςtwo gods: one good, one bad

ÅMontanism ςend of the world was imminent

ÅManacheism ςtwo equal gods run everything

ÅArianism ςJesus was not divine

ÅNestorianism ςMary was not the mother of God

ÅApollinariansm ςJesus had an incomplete human nature



Introduction and Overview (Cont)

ÅEarly Councils
ÅJerusalemς50 A.D. - Gentiles can become Christians 

without becoming Jews ςrejected Judaizers 
ÅNicaeaς325 A.D. - Christ is the same as God ςrejected 

Arianism
ÅConstantinople ς381 A.D. ςHS is the same as God and 

Jesus ςrejected revised Arianism
ÅEphesus ς431 A.D. ςBlessed Mother was the Mother of 

God ςrejected Nestorianism
ÅChalcedonς451 A.D. ςChrist possessedtwo natures: 

human and divine ςrejected Apollinariansm



The Explosion of Christianity

Å12 Apostles 

ÅGrew to over 

Å2.2 Billion Christians  

ÅIn the World by 

Å2010



Transition

ÅPlease read the following chapter in The Faith 
Explained for the next class:
ÅChapter 1 ς¢ƘŜ tǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ aŀƴΩǎ 9ȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ


