
Welcome�to��
St.�Raymond�of��
Peñafort�Roman�
Catholic�Church�

�
8750�Pohick�Road�

Springfield,�VA�22153�
�

WEEKEND�MASSES:�
Saturday�Vigil:�5:00�pm�

Sunday:�7:00�am,�9:00�am�(Latin-English),�
�11:00�am�and�1:00�pm�

�
WEEKDAY�MASSES:�

Monday�-�Friday:��
6:30�am�&�8:30�am�

7:00�pm�on�Wednesdays�
Saturday:�9:00�am��

Website:�www.straymonds.org�

Rev.�John�C.�De�Celles,�Pastor�
Rev.�Joseph�D.�Bergida,�Parochial�Vicar�
Rev.�Edward�R.�Horkan,�In�Residence�

Elisabeth�Turco,�Director�of�Liturgical�Music�
Jeanne�Sause,�Director�of�Youth�Apostolate�

Virginia�Osella,�Director�of�Religious�Education��
Mary�Hansen,�Religious�Education�Secretary�

Michael�Thompson,�Plant�Manager�
Maerose�Naduvilekunnel,�Business�Manager�

Eva�Radel,�Parish�Secretary�
Catherine�Hansen,�Parish�Office�Intern�

Mary�Butler,�Parish�Office�Support�

PARISH�OFFICE�
Telephone�Numbers:�

� Rectory:� ��������������������������703-440-0535�
� Rel.�Education:���������������������������703-440-0537�
� Fax:�� ���������������������������������������703-440-0538�
�

Office�Hours��
Monday-Friday��9:30�am�-�4:30�pm�

�

Email�
� Church:������������������ Office@straymonds.org�
�������������Pastor:� � � fdc@straymonds.org�
� Rel.�Ed.:���ReligiousEducation@straymonds.org�
� �
Our� Lady� of� Ransom� Catholic� School� and� Home�
School� Scholarship� Fund:� Please� inquire� with� our �
office�about�the�availability�of�partial�scholarships�for�the��
upcoming�school�year.��
�

�

�
SACRAMENT�OF�PENANCE�

(Reconciliation/Confession)��
Wednesday�Evening�

6:15�-�7:00�pm�(during�Exposition)�
First�Fridays�

3:00-4:00�pm�and�6:00-7:00�pm�
Saturday�Morning�

8:00�-�9:00�am�
Saturday�Afternoon������

3:30�-�5:00�pm�
Sunday�Morning�

8:30-9:00�am�and�10:30-11:00�am�
�
�

EXPOSITION�OF�THE�BLESSED�SACRAMENT�
Wednesday�from�9:00�am�to�7:00�pm�

Friday�from�9:00�am�to�3:00�pm�
�
�
MARRIAGE:� � Couples� wishing� to� marry� must� contact� a�
parish�priest�at�least�6�months�prior�to�the�desired�wedding�date.�
Couples� who� are� living� together� will� be� expected� to� live�
separately�at�least�during�the�3�months�prior�to�the�wedding.�
�
OCIA:� The� Order � of� Chr istian� Initiation� of� Adults� is� the�
process�by�which�adults�(and�children�who�have�reached�the�age�
of� reason)�are� instructed� in� the�Doctrine�of� the�Church�and�are�
prepared� to� receive� the� Sacraments� of� Baptism,� Confirmation,�
and�Holy�Eucharist.�If�you�or�someone�you�know,�would�like�to�
inquire�about�becoming�a�Catholic,�please�call�the�Parish�Office.�
�
BAPTISM:� Parents� are� requested� to� make� ar rangements�
with� the�Parish�Office�ONE�MONTH�in�advance.�Parents�must�
participate� in� a� one-session� pre-Baptismal� program� and� are�
encouraged�to�do�so�before�the�birth�of�their�child.�You�must�be�
REGISTERED�in�the�Parish�3�MONTHS�prior�to�the�Baptism.�
�
BULLETIN� DEADLINE:� Please� submit� announcements� to�
bulletin@straymonds.org�10�days�prior�to�publication�date.�

Angelus�Academy�
7644�Dynatech�Ct,��Springfield,�VA��22153�

703-924-3996�
Angelus�Academy�is�a�fully-accredited�pre-K�through�8th�
grade� Catholic� School� affiliated� with� the� Diocese� of�
Arlington.��Although�it�has�no�official�connection�with�St.�
Raymond’s,� the� parish� has� a� longstanding� close�
relationship�with�Angelus�Academy.��Many�of�our�parish�
children�already�happily�attend�school�there.�

““MMaayy��tthhee��GGoodd��ooff��LLoovvee��aanndd��PPeeaaccee��SSeett��YYoouurr��HHeeaarrtt��AAtt��RReesstt””���� ��
�� �� ���� SStt..��RRaayymmoonndd��



PARISH�WEBSITE:�http://www.straymonds.org�����������������������������������������������������Eighteenth�Sunday�in�Ordinary�Time�

�

�

�Pastor’s�Corner� church,� since� the� court� itself� has�a� recent� history�of� including�
members� from� across� the� ideological� spectrum.� ….In� 2021,�
Pope�Francis�appointed�…German�Cardinal�Gerhard�Müller…�
an� outspoken� critic� of� aspects� of� Francis'� pontificate.� …
Cardinal� Raymond� Burke…was� prefect� of� the� Signatura’s�
tribunal…Francis�reappointed�him� to� the� tribunal� in�2017�and�
he�remains�a�member�alongside�the�new�appointments.”�
�
New�St.�Raymond� Seminarian.� I’m�very�proud�and�happy�to�
announce� that� longtime� parishioner,� Chesterton� “Chet”� Bliss�
will�be�entering�Saint�John�Paul�II�College�Seminary�in�D.C.�in�
August� to� begin� studies� to� become� a� priest� for� the� Arlington�
Diocese.� Chet� is� the� third� of� four� children� of� John� and� Glenn�
Bliss,� active� members� of� our� parish� for� over� 17� years.� Chet�
began�serving�Mass�here�when�he�was�about�8�years�old,�and�for�
the� last� few� years� he� has� served� as� our�Master� of�Ceremonies�
and� Sunday� Sacristan.� After� graduating� from� High� School� in�
2023�he�has�been�working�as�a�referee�for�college�and�semi-pro�
basketball,�with�a�goal�of�one�day�working�for�the�NBA.�In�his�
spare�time�he’s�been�working�as�supervisor�(assistant�manager)�
at�Chick-fil-A.�
� Chet�has�8�years�of�formation�ahead�of�him�toward�the�
priesthood,� including� 4� years� of� college� studying� philosophy�
and� 4� years� of� “Major� seminary”� studying� theology.� These�
years� also� involve� much� sacrifice,� prayer� and� continued�
discernment.� So� let’s� keep� Chet� in� our� prayers� as� he� goes�
forward.��
� And�pray�also�for�the�two�other�men�from�our�parish�in�
formation� for� the� priesthood:� Br.� Augustine� (Nick)� Buckner,�
O.P.,� in� formation� with� the� Dominicans� and� Abbé� Mark�
Taylor,�ICKSP,� in�formation�with�the�Institute�of�Chr ist�the�
King�Sovereign�Priest.��
�
Exchanging� the� Sign� of� Peace:� Follow� Up.� Last� week� I�
explained�that�we�do�not�exchange�the�Sign�of�Peace�here�at�St.�
Raymond’s.�Besides�the�reasons�listed�in�that�column,�over�the�
years� I’ve� talked� about� my� other� concerns� about� this� practice.�
As�I�wrote�here�in�April�of�2018:��
“….as� the�Vatican’s�Congregation� for�Divine�Worship� (CDW)�
noted� in� 2014,� there� is� need� for� “greater� restraint� in� this�
gesture,� which� can� be� exaggerated� and� cause� a� certain�
distraction…just�before� the�reception�of�Communion.”�…Some�
still�don’t�seem�to�understand�it’s�actual�meaning�and�purpose,�
and� so� still� use� it� as� a� time� to� exchange� merely� friendly�
greetings,� or� as� the� CDW� says,� “the� occasion� for� expressing�
congratulations,� best� wishes� or� condolences….The� sign� of�
peace…is�placed�between�the�Lord's�Prayer,�to�which�is�joined�
the�embolism�which�prepares�for�the�gesture�of�peace,�and�the�
breaking�of�the�bread,�in�the�course�of�which�the�Lamb�of�God�
is� implored� to� give� us� his� peace.� With� this� gesture,� whose�
function�is�to�manifest�peace,�communion�and�charity…�”Thus,�
the� sign� of� peace� inherently� flows� from�and� leads� back� to� the�
Eucharist:� “By� its� nature� the� Eucharist� is� the� sacrament� of�
peace.…It�should�be�made�clear�once�and�for�all�that�the�rite�of�
peace� already� has� its� own� profound� meaning� of� prayer� and�
offering� of� peace� in� the� context� of� the� Eucharist….If� it� is�
foreseen� that� it� will� not� take� place� properly� ….it� can� …and�
sometimes�ought�to�be�omitted….”�
� ��
Primary� Voting� This� Tuesday.� Voting� to� determine� the�
Republican� nominee� to� challenge� pro-abort,� pro-lgbtq+�
Democrat�Mark�Warner� in�November’s� election� for�Virginia’s�
U.S.� Senator� takes� place� this� Tuesday,� August� 4.� I’m�
honored� to� point� out� that� St.� Raymond� parishioner,� Kim�
Farington�is�on�the�ballot.��
�
Oremus�pro�invicem.�Fr.�De�Celles��

Welcome� to�New�Parishioners.�Summer �is�always�a�time�we�
lose� and� gain� parishioners,� especially� those� in� the� military.� So�
I’d� like� to� welcome� all� who� have� joined� us� in� the� last� few�
months.� I� hope� you� find� St.� Raymond’s’� to� be� a� welcoming�
parish,� and� encourage� you� to� get� involved� our� many� liturgies,�
committees,�and�activities.�
� Please�make�sure�you�register�with�our�parish�office,�so�
we�can�send�you�regular�email�updates�on�what’s�going�on�in�the�
parish.�You� can� register� in� person,� by� filling� out� a� registration�
form�in�the�church�narthex�and�drop�it�in�the�mail�or�the�Sunday�
offertory�box,�or�by�visiting�our�parish�website�and�clicking�the�
menu� “Welcome,”� and� then� click� to� the� page� “New� to� St�
Raymond’s”� (the� link� to� the� form� is� near� the� bottom� of� that�
page).��
� One� thing� to� know� about� our� parish� is� that� we� place�
great�importance�on�the�Grace�and�Real�Presence�of�Christ�in�the�
Eucharist.� Flowing� from� this� you� will� find� a� pronounced�
emphasis�on�reverence,�especially�during�Holy�Mass,�what�I�call�
“emphatic� reverence.”�Nowadays�reverence�seems�to�be�a�lost�
virtue.�The� word� “reverence”� comes� from� the�Latin� for� “fear,”�
“revere,”� and� Scripture� tells� us,� “The� fear� of� the� LORD� is� the�
beginning�of�wisdom.”�But�this�kind�of�fear�is�not�like�being�in�
terror� or� afraid,� but� rather� of� being� in� “awe”:� recognizing� that�
God�is�the�all-powerful�creator�and�sustainer�of�the�whole�world,�
and� I� am� just� a� little� tiny� speck� in� comparison—and� yet,� He�
loves� me.� So� Christian� reverence� is� fundamentally� rooted� in�
love.�
� So� we� go� out� of� our� way� here� in� our� liturgies� to� be�
reverent,� to� remind� ourselves� we� are� in� presence� of� God,� the�
God�who� loved�us� so�much�He�became�one�of�us�and�died� for�
our� sins�on� the�Cross,� and�gave�us� the�Eucharist� to�be�with�us�
always,� even� to� enter� into� us,� especially� in� the� mystery� of�His�
Sacrifice.��
� To� encourage� this� reverence� we� follow� some� ancient�
customs� of� the� Church� that� set� the� liturgy� apart� as� radically�
different� from� the�mundane�world�we� live� in.�For�example,�we�
sing� traditional� Catholic� hymns,� which� are� different� than� most�
contemporary�liturgical�music�that�incorporates�so�many�aspects�
of� modern� secular� music.� And� we� use� the� ancient� language� of�
the� Church,� Latin,� to� remind� us� we’re� doing� something� very�
different,� in�union�with� the�Church�all� the�way�back� to� time�of�
Jesus.�And�at�many�Masses� the�priest� turns�with� the�people,�so�
that� facing� in� the� same� way� as� them� he� leads� them� in� prayer�
before�the�Most�High�God.�We�will�also�use�an�altar�rail�to�give�
folks� the� option� to� kneel� to� receive� Our� Lord� in� Holy�
Communion.��
� St.�Raymond’s� is� just�a� little�different.�But� then�again,�
so�is�God.�Welcome�to�St.�Raymond’s.��
�
Congratulations� Archbishop� Cordileone.� Many�of�you�have�
emailed�me�with�great�excitement�about�the�news�that�our�friend�
Archbishop� Salvatore� Cordileone� of� San� Francisco� has� been�
appointed� to� the� Apostolic� Signatura,� the� Vatican’s�
“Supreme� Court.”� While� this� is� good� news,� it� is� not� as�
earthshaking�for�the�Church�as�some�seem�to�think.�First�of�all,�
he�is�a�“member”�of�the�court,�i.e.,�a�judge,�not�the�“prefect”�(the�
boss),�and�he�will� remain�San�Francisco’s�bishop.�Secondly,�as�
the�left-wing�rag�the�National�Catholic�Reporter�correctly�point�
outed:�
“The�news�caught�the�eyes�of�Catholic�conservatives,�who�see�in�
Leo� someone�more�open� to� their�pastoral� sensibilities� than�his�
predecessor,�Pope�Francis.�But�the�San�Francisco�archbishop's�
appointment�may�not�necessarily�foreshadow�Leo's�vision�for�the�
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Please�pray�for�the�sick�of�our�parish�
Glenn�Bliss�
Michael�O’Neill�
Cindy�Laird�
Patricia�Lewis�
Mai�Pham�
Jason�Saenz�
Phyllis�Zitnik�
John�Florio�
Carolina�Baker�
Debra�Henkel�
Gaudencio�Dizon�

Paul�Haynes�
Nena�Brennan�
Donald�Trayer�
Ellen�Trayer�
Arlene�Pietraszko�
Virginia�Cummings�
Mary�M.�Dixon�
Helen�Estabrooks�
Michael�Snavely�
Annette�Haynes�
Joann�Alba�

Beth�Fitzgibbons�
Jean�Keegan�
Robert�Petitti�
Alicia�Tocconi�
Jay�&�Linda�Cabacar�
Rita�Felkel�
�

Please� pray� for� our� parishioners� serving� in�Combat� Zones�
and�their�families. If�you�have�a�relative�serving�in�harm’s�way�
and�would�like�to�have�his/her�name�included�in�our�prayer�list,�
please�contact�the�parish�office.�

Brandon�Skiba�������������
�����������������������������������������

View�livestreaming��
of�the�Holy�Mass�at�St.�Raymond’s�

www.straymonds.org��
�

Monday�-�Friday�Daily�Mass�at�8:30�am�
Wednesday�at�7�pm�
Saturday�at�9:00�am�

Sunday�Mass�at�9:00�am�&�11:00�am�
(See�the�website�for�Holy�Days)�

�
�WE� ARE� IN� NEED� OF� USHERS—If� you� would� like� to�
volunteer,�please�contact�headushers@straymonds.org.�
�
�

DAILY� FAMILY� ROSARY� LEADERS� NEEDED!� St.�
Raymond’s�has�a�Daily�Family�Rosary� in� the�church:�Monday–�
Friday�at�6:30pm�and�Saturday�and�Sunday�after�the�9am�Mass.�
Please�visit�our�website�to�sign�up�to�lead�during�August!��All�
are�invited�to�attend.��
�
YOUNG� ADULT� WOMEN—ages� 20-40,� join� the� women� of�
our� parish� in� an� Endow� study� of� Saint� Pope� John� Paul� II's�
Apostolic�Letter,�Mulieris�Dignitatem�(Dignity�of�Women).�They�
meet�on� first� and� third�Thursdays� from�7-9pm� to� read� together,�
discuss� our� roles� as� women� in� Christ,� and� grow� in� Christian�
fellowship.� For� more� information,� please� contact� Domenique�
Bliss,� domarch20@gmail.com,� (470)� 652-3411� or� Elise�
Hamilton,�2EliseHamilton@gmail.com,�(703)�300-4131.�
�
PARISH�PICNIC�COMMITTEE—�Our�annual�parish�picnic�is�
Sunday,�August�23rd.�We�are�looking�for�volunteers�interested�in�
joining�the�committee�to�support�the�event.�For�more�information�
or� to� sign� up,� please� contact� the� parish� office� at�
office@straymonds.org�or�call�703-440-0535.�
�

�

MASS�INTENTIONS�

Monday,�August�3rd�
6:30�am��The�Sundy�Family�
8:30�am��Yolanda��Mihok�+�
�

Tuesday,��August�4th�
6:30�am��Robert�Powers�
8:30�am��William�Keegan�+�
�

Wednesday,�August�5th�
6:30�am��Francis�Larvie�+�
8:30�am��Barbara�De�Celles�+�
7:00�pm��Celebrant’s�Intentions�
�

Thursday,�August�6th�
6:30�am��Katy�Fernandez�
8:30�am��Sr.�Mary��of�the��
���������������Transfiguration�������

Friday,�August�7th�
6:30�am�Alberto�Fernandez�
8:30�am�Douglas�&�Genevieve�
Maines�
�

Saturday,�August�8th�
9:00�am��Julia�Petrino�+�
�������������������
������Vigil�Mass�
5:00�pm������Fr.�De�Celles�
�������Bijon�&�Leela�Muknerjee�
+�
�

Sunday,�August�9th�
7:00�am������Fr.�Bergida�
��������Flo�O’Connell�

9:00�am������Fr.�De�Celles�
��������Parishioners�
�

11:00�am�����Fr.�Bergida�
��������Margot�Carter�Blair�����������

1:00�pm�������Fr.�Horkan�
��������Jeanne�Seiberling�+�

Upcoming�Events�at�St.�Raymond�Church�
�

8/2��������Donut�Sunday��
8/3��������Family�of�Jesus�Prayer�Group�
8/3��������Young�Adults�7�pm�
8/4��������DON’T�FORGET�TO�VOTE�in�PRIMARIES!�
8/4��������Junior�Legion�of�Mary�4:15�pm�Maurer�Room�
8/4��������Legion�of�Mary�6:30�pm�Maurer�Room�
8/5��������Adoration�9�am-7�pm�
8/7��������Adoration�9�am-3�pm�
8/8-16���Back�to�School�Sock�and�Underwear�Drive��
8/15������Solemnity�of�the�Assumption�of�the�Blessed�Virgin�Mary���
�������������Additional�Mass�at�Noon�with�music�
CHESTERTON� ACADEMY� OF� CHRIST� THE� KING� is� a�
small�co-ed�classical�high�school�that� is�part�of�the�international�
Chesterton� Schools� Network,� will� be� opening� at� St.� Lawrence�
Catholic�Church� this� fall.��Chesterton�Academies�are�known� for�
their�strong�Catholic�identity�anchored�in�daily�school�Mass,�rig-
orous� classical� curriculum,� screen-free� socratic� seminar� format,�
and� affordable� tuition.�� Visit�Chesterton-ChristTheKing.org�to�
learn�more�or� to� apply.��Limited� spaces� remain� for� rising� fresh-
men�for�the�2026-2027�school�year.��
HOME� SCHOOL� GROUP� -� for� more� information� visit� our�
website� www.homeschool-life.com/va/straymondhsg/� Or� email�
straymondhsg@gmail.com.�
�

MEN’S�PRAYER�GROUP�-�On�the�first�and�third�Saturdays�of�
each�month�a�group�of�men�meet� in� the�Parish�Hall� to�pray�and�
read�the�Scriptures.�Our�next�meeting�will�be�August�15th.�For �
more� information,� call� Dave� Wilson,� 703-966-5327� or� � email�
maryndavew7705@gmail.com.��
�

AMERICAN�HERITAGE�GIRLS�-�Did�you�know�we�have�an�
American�Heritage�Girls�troop�here�at�St.�Raymond’s?�AHG�is�a�
fun�Christian�scouting�group�for�girls�from�Kindergarten�to�12th�
grade.�Our�troop,�Troop�VA0683,�meets�on�the�second�and�fourth�
Wednesdays�of� each�month�beginning� in�September� at�St.�Ray-
mond’s.� Please� contact� our� Troop� Coordinator,� Bea� Frey,� At�
ahgva0683@gmail.com� or� visit� our� website,� https://
straymonds.org/ministries-and-groups/american-heritage-girls-
troop/,�for�more�information.��
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�THE� FULLNESS� OF� KNIGHTHOOD:� � Join� the�
Knights!� Your� very� own� St.� John� Bosco� Council�
#12846� has� just� been� awarded� the� prestigious� and�
distinguished� STATE� DEPUTY� AWARD� for�
a� THIRD� YEAR� in� a� row� as� one� of� the� most�

outstanding� councils� in� the� Commonwealth� of� Virginia.� This�
noteworthy� award� is� only� earned� by� strong� Catholic� men�
tirelessly�working� together� to�serve� their�parish,�community�and�
their� nation.� Now� is� the� perfect� time� to� take� your� place� with�
us.� � Just� go� to� https://www.kofc.org/joinus� � to� experience� the�
Knights� free� for� one� year.� � Enter� our� council�
#12846� for� local� information� when� you�
register.� �Please�contact�our�Grand�Knight,�Dave�
Hayes,� at� cell� (703)� 380-4550� if� you� have� any�
questions� or� want� to� learn� more� about� the� many�
benefits� of� being� a� Knight!� � Get� in� the�
game,� answer� the� call,� LIVE�
FULLY;�BECOME�A�KNIGHT!��
Upcoming�Events—�
�AUGUST�2026�
1/2�&�8/9—Blood�Drive�Sign�Up�in�Narthex�
9� �Knights�at�Fred�Nats�1:35pm���
10��Exemplification/Membership�Meeting�(7:00pm�Rosary,���
� Library,�7:30pm�Exemplification)�
15� Men’s�Prayer�Breakfast�(7:30�am�,�Parish�Hall)�
16� Blood�Drive�at�Church�of�the�Nativity�
23� Parish�Picnic�(2-5�pm)�
�
DO� YOU� DESIRE� A� MORE� MEANINGFUL� PRAYER�
LIFE?�Perhaps�God�is�inviting�you�to�an�intercessory�prayer �
ministry� that� helps� keep� a� sense� of� awe� and� gratitude� for� His�
presence� through� His� priests.� Please� consider� joining� the� Seven�
Sisters� Apostolate� who� prays� an� hour� specifically� for� our� St.�
Raymond’s� priests� (at� the� church� during� a� time� you�
choose).���Each�priest�at�St.�Raymond’s�should�have�at�least�one�
sister� praying� for� him� each� day� of� the� week.� Join� one� of� the�
Seven� Sisters� teams,� or� join� Substitute.�
Visit� www.sevensistersapostolate.org.� � Please� contact� Renee�
LeBoeuf�for�more�information�renee.leboeuf@gmail.com.�
�
�NEW�ONLINE� GIVING�PLATFORM!� We� are�
transitioning� to� Pushpay,� our� new� online� giving�
platform.�Please�visit�our�website� �and�click�on� the�
blue�button� in� the�upper� right�corner� titled� “Online�
Giving”�or�scan�the�QR�code�provided�here.��
�

LEGION� OF� MARY� INVITATION—Do� you�
want�to�develop�a�closer�relationship�with�our�Mother�Mary�and�
her�Son�and�our�Savior,�Jesus�Christ?��The�Legion�of�Mary�meets�
weekly�on�Tuesday�evenings�at�6:30pm�in�the�Maurer�Room.�All�
auxiliary�members�and�anyone�interested�in�joining�the�Legion�of�
Mary� are� welcome!� Point� of� Contact:� Judy�
Mayer,�jmayer9014@aol.com,�or�703-627-7320.��
JUNIOR�LEGION�OF�MARY�-�Children�between�the�ages�of�7�
–� 12+� at� St.� Raymond’s� who� have� received� their� First� Holy�
Communion� and� parents� seeking� an� extracurricular� activity� that�
enriches�a�young�person’s�spiritual�life�and�engages�them�in�age-
appropriate�spiritual�works�of�mercy�under�the�spiritual�direction�
of� Father� Bergida,� please� consider� joining� the� Junior� Legion� of�
Mary.�Meetings� will� be� every� Tuesday,� 4:15-5:15pm,� in� the�
rectory�Maurer�Room.��Two�adult�members�of�the�Legion�(Virtus�
certified)� lead� the� meetings.��Parents� are� welcome� to� attend� /�
participate.�Please�email�Patty�Miller,�pamiller35@gmail.com,�or�
call�/�text�her�at:�C�-�703-663-0480.�
�
FAMILY� OF� JESUS� PRAYER� GROUP—� Weekly� meetings�
are�in�the�Church�on�Mondays�at�3:00�pm.�If�you�have�any�prayer�
requests,� please� us� know� by� emailing� Elaine� Perricone� at�
jpebtp@verizon.net�or�by�calling�the�parish�office.���
SAINT� RAYMOND’S� TRAIL� LIFE� TROOP� VA-0683� is� a�
great�scouting�opportunity�for�the�boys�of�the�parish.� �By�pairing�
outdoor� opportunities� like� camping� and� wood� tools� with�
spiritual�formation�and�a�focus�on�developing�the�faith�life�of�our�
sons,� Trail� Life� seeks� to� develop� boys� into� young� men� who�
are�godly� and� responsible� husbands,� fathers,� and� citizens.�Our�
troop�meets�on�the�first�and�third�Wednesdays�at�7:00�p.m.�in�the�
parish� hall,� beginning� again� this� September.�� For� additional�
information,�please�contact�TrailLifeUSA@straymonds.org.��

�

SOLEMNITY�OF�THE�ASSUMPTION�
OF�THE�BLESSED�VIRGIN�MARY—�

Saturday,�August�15th��
9am�Mass�

Additional�Mass�with�music�at�Noon.��
Please�bring�the�entire�family!�

SAINT�RAYMOND’S�LOVES�LIFE�
�

Are�YOU�registered�to�vote�in�the�Virginia�November�election?��
Life�is�on�the�line!�

elections.virginia.gov/registration/how-to-register�
�

Catholics�VOTE�NO�in�November!�arlingtondiocese.org/vote�
�

Beware!�The�language�of�the�proposed�amendment�to�the�
Virginia�Constitution�declares�that�every�individual�has�a�

‘Fundamental�Right�to�Reproductive�Freedom’.��It�does�not�say�
every�woman�or�every�adult.��This�means�that�every�child�has�

such�a�so�called�right.�This�would�challenge�and�remove�Virgin-
ia’s�current�parental�notification�laws.��

�
Want�to�learn�more�about�fertility?�Dr�Joseph�Davis,�DO�presents�
Cooperative�Hormonal�and�Reproductive�Medicine�(CHARM)�
on�Wednesday�August�12th�at�7:00pm�in�the�Parish�Hall.�Hosted�by�
Tepeyac�OB/GYN�and�Divine�Mercy�Care.�Free�and�open�to�the�
public.�No�RSVP�necessary.�
�
Natural�Family�Planning.�For�more�information,�visit�Couple�to�
Couple�League.��Educating�Couples�that’s�rooted�in�faith.��ccli.org�
or�visit�arlingtondiocese.org/nfp��
��
ToughTopics.Life��What�comes�to�mind�when�you�hear �the�
word�‘abortion’?��Learn�what�it�is�and�what�it�leaves�behind.��Abor-
tion�Basics�equips�you�with�straightforward�knowledge�and�listen-
ing�skills�so�you�are�ready�to�answer�questions�and�guide�others�to�
life�affirming�choices.�
�
MaRiH�Pregnancy�Care�Center…��Thank�you�for�the�contin-
ued�steady�stream�of�overwhelming�material�support!��May�
God�bless�you�for�your�goodness.��Diapers�are�always�so�very�
much�appreciated.�Collection�box�is�in�the�narthex.��Greatest�needs:��
size�5�and�6�diapers,�clothes�up�to�2T,�formula,�wipes.�Please�do�not�
leave�bouncy�seats,�walkers,�gates�or �jogging�strollers.���
� �

To�those�who�have�suffered�an�abortion:���
“Do�not�give�in�to�discouragement�and�do�not�lose�hope.��The�Fa-
ther� of� Mercies� is� ready� to� give� you� His� Forgiveness� and� His�
Peace� in� the�Sacrament�of�Reconciliation.”� �Project�Rachel�helps�
women� and� men� who� are� carrying� the� grief� and� sorrow� of� a� past�
abortion.� (888)456-HOPE.� � Men:� (703)� 841-3833.� Confidentiality�
always�respected.��www.helpafterabortion.org.�������
�

Women�often�regret�the�desperate�isolated�decision�to�take�the�abor-
tion�pill.��Call�the�abortion�reversal�helpline�855-209-4848.��It�
may�not�be�too�late.�abortionpillreversal.com.���
�
THE�POWER�OF�PRAYER.��Abortionists�and�those�who�work�in�
the�abortion�industry�trespass�against�us.��Yet�how�much�more�they�
offend�Almighty�God!�As�we�call�on�Our�Father�to�forgive�us,�we�
are�called�to�forgive�those�who�trespass�against�us.��Every�abortion�
deforms�the�abortionist�and�desensitizes�him�or�her�to�the�humanity�
of�both�the�mother�and�child�violated�through�abortion.�In�fact,�it�
diminishes�their�understanding�of�the�inherent�value�of�every�hu-
man�being.���Pray�fervently�for�the�conversion�of�abortionists.
Somehow,�they�have�been�led�astray�by�greed,�ignorance,�a mis-
guided�sense�of�compassion�or�perhaps�evil�itself.��
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St. Raymond's Youth Apostolate

7pm-8:30pm EVERY MONDAY through August 10th Young Adults
(post high school-age 35ish) of the parish are organizing weekly
gatherings to build community and grow in faith. Join us on the back
patio at St. Raymond’s. In the case of rain, meet in the hall. Email
youngadults@straymonds.org to be added to the GroupMe for updates.

Jeanne Sause
Director of the Youth Apostolate (Grades 7-12)

youth@straymonds.org Call/Text: 571-334-9890
Email Jeanne to be added to the email list for the most updated info on

Youth Apostolate news & upcoming events!

OUR LADY OF RANSOM
Scholarships to Catholic Schools. St.
Raymond’s will again offer a one-time
$2,000 scholarship for each parish child
who is switching from public school (k-
12) to Catholic school this year. For all
parish families, each student in Catholic
grade school can receive $1,000 and
Catholic high school students can
receive $2,000. This amount is
renewable every year and is subject only
to minimal qualification terms. You
need to be a parishioner and send a
request for the scholarship to Fr. De

Celles. Also, additional financial aid is available if a family truly
can’t afford Catholic school, even with the above scholarships.
These decisions are made on a case by case basis. There is also
assistance available for homeschooling families. Contact the
parish office for more information.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
We pray you are having a fun and restful summer!

Parents, please register your children ASAP. CCD classes
begin Aug. 30! You can register through the website or
using this link (case sensitive): bit.ly/STRAYCCD2026
All high school students of the parish are particularly
encouraged to take advantage of our fantastic teachers –
and no tests!

All Catholic School and homeschool students
intending to receive First Holy Communion or
Confirmation at St. Raymond's must register with the
RE office (grades 2, 7, 8) even if they will not attend
classes. Please reach out with any questions.

We are in need of the following volunteers for the 2026-
2027 academic year:

Sunday (5-6:30 pm):
4th grade Teacher

NEED: Laborers (age 21+) for the Vineyard
Are you willing to share the Gospel with Your life?

The Youth Apostolate is in need of SEVERAL more volunteers for the
2026-2027 academic year. Isaiah 6:8 God has you here for a reason!
Pray and ask the Lord if He is calling you to help. No experience nec-
essary. Training will be provided...so long as you respond soon!!
Specific Volunteer Needs/Time Commitments:
 3-6pm most Sundays: Jr. High Youth Group
 6-9pm most Sundays: High School Youth Group
Talitha Koum High School Girls Group—day/time TBD
 6-8am most Fridays: Help set up/serve Friday breakfast

“Proclaiming Christ means above all giving witness to Him with
one's life. It is the simplest form of preaching the Gospel and, at
the same time, the most effective way available to you. It consists in
showing the visible presence of Christ in one's own life by a daily
commitment and by making every concrete decision in conformity
with the Gospel. Today the world especially needs believable witness-
es.” - Pope Saint John Paul II
"Modern man listens more willingly to witnesses than to teachers, and
if he does listen to teachers, it is because they are witnesses.”
–Pope Saint Paul VI
“The two disciples were initially with Jesus only for a few hours, but
that encounter changed their lives forever. The first thing Andrew did
afterwards was go and tell his brother Simon, ‘We found the Messi-
ah’ (cf. v. 41), in other words, ‘We have found the one we were look-
ing for!’ After meeting Jesus, Andrew could not help but share with
his brother what he had found. Indeed, missionary zeal is born from an
encounter with Christ. We desire to share with others what we have
received so that they, too, can come to know the fullness of love and
truth found only in Him.
I pray that...you will be moved by this same missionary zeal to
share with those around you the joy that you have received from a
genuine encounter with the Lord.” - Pope Leo’s Message to SEEK 2026

Contact Jeanne for more information about volunteering.

AUGUST 4th IS PRIMARY ELECTION DAY IN VIRGINIA-The
only Democrat Primary in Fairfax County is in the VA 8th Congression-
al District. The Republican Primary is in all Fairfax County Congres-
sional Districts: 8th, 10th, & 11th. To see who is on your allot: https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/sample-ballots Early voting at Govern-
mental Centers is open now. The local early voting begins on July
25. For locations see: https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/early-
voting Register to Vote/Update Registration: through July 24, 2026 or to
find your voting location for Aug. 4 see: https://
vote.elections.virginia.gov/VoterInformation.

BRIDGE CLUB - All levels of players are welcome. We play Bridge
cards each week in the Parish Hall. Contact Lois Kotlowski at 703-455-
6567 or bridgeclub402@gmail.com if interested in joining us.

All 6-12th Graders & their families are invited JOIN US

Every Wednesday in August
for

7pm Mass & Ice Cream
There is also Adoration until 7pm, Family Rosary at 6:30pm

and Confession available from 6:15-7pm
All families with students in grades 6-12 and are invited to join us
every Wednesday in August for 7pm Mass followed by ice cream
in the parish hall. The purpose is simply to come together as a
family, both domestic and ecclesial, to spend time with Jesus and with
one another! Come meet new families, make new friends, and build
community! *6-12th graders are able to attend without family, how-
ever we strongly encourage you to come with them if you can because
Jesus is there waiting for you, and we are too!! If you do send your
child(ren) without an adult, please make sure to pick them up by
8:30pm.
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PARISH�WEBSITE:�http://www.straymonds.org�����������������������������������������������������Eighteenth�Sunday�in�Ordinary�Time�

�

�

WATCH� FOR� OUR� CONSTANT� CONTACT� UPDATES!� If�
you� are� not� receiving� emails� from� the� parish,� please� contact� the�
parish�office�at�703-440-0535�or�office@straymonds.org� to�verify�
your�email�address.��
�
QUALIFIED�CHARITABLE�DISTRIBUTION� (QCD)� � If�you�
are�70-1/2�or�more,�please�consider�making�an�IRA�Charitable�gift�
to�the�parish�before�December�31.��If�you�are�73�or�older�and�need�
to� make� required� minimum� distributions� (RMD)� from� your� IRA,�
your�QCD�counts�toward�your�annual�RMD�for�the�year.�QCDs�can�
have�a�significant�tax�benefit�for�you.�Eligible�accounts�for�QCDs�
can�be�made�from�most�IRAs,�including�Traditional�IRAs,�Rollover�
IRAs,� Inherited� IRAs,� and� Roth� IRAs.� Always� consult� your� Tax�
professional� regarding� your� specific� situation.� Use� our� parish�
address:� St.� Raymond� of� Penafort� Catholic� Church,� 8750� Pohick�
Road,�Springfield,�VA�22153.�
�
SAINT�MARTIN� DE� PORRES� COMMITTEE� -� collects�food�
on� an� ongoing� basis� � for� the�Springfield� Resource� Center,�which�
serves�over�250�families�in�the�Springfield�area.��A�collection�box�
is� in� the� Narthex� and� donations� are� collected� and� distributed�
weekly.� � � Suggested� food� items� are� listed,� but� all� donations� are�
welcome� (no� clothing).� For� equitable� distribution,� smaller�
packaging�is�requested�(�i.e.�1�lb�bags�of�rice�vs.�5�lb.�bags,�1�qt.�oil�
vs.�1�gal�oil).�
�
BACK� TO� SCHOOL� SOCK� AND� UNDERWEAR� DRIVE:�
Saint�Martin�de�Porres�Committee� is�again�sponsoring�a� “Back�to�
School”� drive� for� students� in� the� Springfield� area.� We� will� be�
accepting�donations�of�NEW�socks�and�underwear�for�school�aged�
children�(ages�5-17)�from�August�8-16.�For�health�code�reasons�we�
can�only�accept�new�items.�A�collection�box�will�be�in�the�narthex.�
Items�requested:�boys:�socks,�undershirts,�briefs�and�boxers;�girls:�
socks,�tights,�undershirts,�camisoles�and�briefs.�Thank�you�for�your�
continued�support.�
CALLING� ALL� MOMS� OF� YOUNG� CHILDREN� OR�
EXPECTANT� MOTHERS!� Our � moms’� group� aims� to� build�
community� through� faith,� meaningful� conversations,� and� shared�
experiences.� Each� Wednesday� we� meet� from� 9:30am� to� 11:30am�
either�at�a�local�playground�or�at�St.�Raymond’s.�To�join�the�group,�
email� Morgan� Hempfling� for�
more�information:�sohlmb@gmail.com.��
COOPERATIVE� HORMONAL� AND� REPRODUCTIVE�
MEDICINE� (CHARM)� -� Board� cer tified� OB/GYN� and�
Reproductive�Endocrinology/Infertility�Specialist�Dr.�Joseph�Davis,�DO,�
FACOG� will� be� speaking� on� Wednesday� August� 12� at� 7:00pm� in� the�
Parish�Hall.�Dr.�Davis�has�been�offering�care�in�the�infertility�field�for�15�
years� and� is� globally� recognized� for� his� clinical� success� as�well� as� his�
role� in� developing� ethics� guidelines� for� the� American� Society� of�
Reproductive� Medicine� (ASRM)� and� the� World� Health� Organization�
(WHO).� A� trained� restorative� reproductive� surgeon,� Dr.� Davis� treats�
couples� with� an� integrative� and� holistic� approach� as� well� as� restoring�
fertility�through�surgery.�His�care�is�fully�in�accord�with�the�teachings�of�
the� Catholic� Church.� Hosted� by� Tepeyac� OB/GYN� and� Divine� Mercy�
Care.�No�RSVP�necessary.���������������

July�26�Collections���������������������������������������������������������
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�
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�
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GET�INFORMED
�
�

Feast�of�Saint�Jean�Vianney�Tuesday,�August�4th�
�

A� homely� peasant� who� nearly�
flunked� out� of� the� seminary,�
Jean� Vianney� is� sent� to� the�
obscure� and� faithless� French�
village� of� Ars.� There� the� devil,�
threatened�by�this�pastor’s�zeal�
for� souls,� regularly� visits� the�
rectory� to� tempt� and� torment�
him,� even� trying� to� smash� the�
furniture.� At� first� people� are�
hostile� to� the� Curé� of� Ars,� but�
eventually� twenty� thousand�
pilgrims�a�year�travel�to�this�tiny�
town�to�hear�him�preach�and�to�

receive� God’s� forgiveness� from� him� in� the� confessional.�
Skeptics�and�curious� tourists� find� their� lives� transformed�
by� the�prayer,�penance�and�perseverance�of�Saint�Jean�
Vianney,�the�patron�saint�of�priests.�

CHURCH�PERSECUTED�
�
Two�weeks�ago,�we�reported�on�the�disappearance�of�Nicaraguan�Bishop�
Emeritus� Juan� Abelardo� Mata� of� Esteli,� who� has� been� missing� since�
celebrating�Mass�on�June�28,�2026.�His�alleged�“crime”�was�his�praying�
for� the�persecuted�Christians� in�Nicaragua� along�with� clergy�who�have�
been�exiled�by�the�government.�While�the�government�continues�to�claim�
that�Mata�had�been�returned�to�his�residence,�he�has�not�been�seen.�
In� the� meantime,� the� “President� for� life”� Daniel� Ortega� announced� on�
July�19th� that� his� government�will� no� longer�hold� elections� and� that� he�
and� his� wife,� “co-President”� Rosario� Murillo,� will� continue� ruling� the�
country.�In�reference�to�the�days�when�U.S.-backed�parties�or�supporters�
of�the�former�Somoza�dictatorship�could�return�to�power,�the�opposition�
parties� had� hoped� the� upcoming� elections,� if� fairly� run,� would� remove�
Ortega�and�his�family�from�power.�
�

With� elections� abolished� in� the� country,� the� dictator� rules� the� country�
and� continues� to� persecute� Christians� as� is� evident� by� Bishop� Mata’s�
whereabouts� remaining� unknown.� His� disappearance� is� not� an� isolated�
incident.� Christian� Solidarity� Worldwide� reports� that� there� have� been�
309� religious-freedom�cases�originating� in�Nicaragua� in�2025,�up� from�
222� the� previous� year.� The� organization� reports� that� “religious� leaders�
have� been� forced� to� report� weekly� to� police,� requesting� government�
permission� for� ordinary� activities,� endur[ing]� surveillance� inside�
churches,�and�fac[ing]�arbitrary�detention.”�
�

Vatican�News�reports�that�more�than�five�thousand�organizations,�many�
of� them� religious,� have� been� forcibly� closed� by� the� regime,� and�
thousands�of�Nicaraguans�have�been�forced�into�exile.�Examples�of�such�
persecution� include� the� government’s� refusal� to� allow� priests� to�
administer�the�Last�Rites�in�public�hospitals.�As�we�reported�previously,�
Bishop� Rolando� Alvarez� was� sentenced� to� 26� years� in� prison� for�
“treason”� before� being� released� and� exiled� to� the� Vatican� in� 2024.�
Continue�to�pray�for�the�people�of�Nicaragua.�
�

https://zeale.co/news/articles/ortega-vows-to-end-elections-in-nicaragua-
rubio-calls-for-international-isolation�/�https://www.ncregister.com/cna/

�����������������Angelus�Academy�����������Where�the�Truth�of�Catholic�teaching��
� � ����������������takes�flesh�in�the�lives�of��������� �

� ������������3�year-old�to�8th�grade�children�and�their�families.�
�

Openings�still�available�for�students�at�Angelus�Academy,�
�

We�love�having�St.�Raymond�parishioners�at�our�school.�What�a�
blessing�it�is�to�be�learning�together!�We�are�continuing�to�accept�

applications�for�the�2026-27�school�year�as�space�permits.�Spots�are�
filling�up�fast--apply�soon!�Application�information�can�be�found�

at�angelusacademy.org/admissions-overview/applying/.�Call�or�email�
Julie�Maimone,�Director�of�Admissions,�for�more�information�or�to�

schedule�a�tour�this�summer:�admissions@angelusacademy.org�or�
703.924.3996�x18.�We�are�located�at�7644�Dynatech�Court�in�

Springfield,�just�down�the�parkway�from�St.�Raymond.�
�

Thank�you�for�your�continued�prayers�and�support.�
www.AngelusAcademy.org\�

Offertory� $�������12,563.00�� �
Family�Assistance� $������������538.00�� �
Maintenance�Fund� $���������1,400.00�� �
OLOR� $���������1,335.00�� �
� � �
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Your Will

For further information,
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SERVICES, INC

(703) 836-6775
www.caffiservices.com

service@caffiservices.com
service@caffiservices.com

©2026 Diocesan View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=33090226
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=33090126
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=33090717
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=33091107
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=33091104

