
Welcome�to��
St.�Raymond�of��
Peñafort�Roman�
Catholic�Church�

�
8750�Pohick�Road�

Springfield,�VA�22153�
�

WEEKEND�MASSES:�
Saturday�Vigil:�5:00�pm�

Sunday:�7:00�am,�9:00�am�(Latin-English),�
�11:00�am�and�1:00�pm�

�
WEEKDAY�MASSES:�

Monday�-�Friday:��
6:30�am�&�8:30�am�

7:00�pm�on�Wednesdays�
Saturday:�9:00�am��

�

WEBSITE:�www.straymonds.org�

Rev.�John�C.�De�Celles,�Pastor�
Rev.�Joseph�D.�Bergida,�Parochial�Vicar�
Rev.�Edward�R.�Horkan,�In�Residence�

Elisabeth�Turco,�Director�of�Liturgical�Music�
Jeanne�Sause,�Director�of�Youth�Apostolate�

Virginia�Osella,�Director�of�Religious�Education��
Mary�Hansen,�Religious�Education�Secretary�

Michael�Thompson,�Plant�Manager�
Maerose�Naduvilekunnel,�Business�Manager�

Eva�Radel,�Parish�Secretary�
Mary�Butler,�Parish�Office�Support�

PARISH�OFFICE�
Telephone�Numbers:�

� Rectory:� ��������������������������703-440-0535�
� Rel.�Education:���������������������������703-440-0537�
� Fax:�� ���������������������������������������703-440-0538�
�

Office�Hours��
Monday-Friday��9:30�am�-�4:30�pm�

�

Email�
� Church:������������������ Office@straymonds.org�
�������������Pastor:� � � fdc@straymonds.org�
� Rel.�Ed.:���ReligiousEducation@straymonds.org�
� �
Our� Lady� of� Ransom� Catholic� School� and� Home�
School� Scholarship� Fund:� Please� inquire� with� our �
office�about�the�availability�of�partial�scholarships�for�the��
upcoming�school�year.��
�

�
SACRAMENT�OF�PENANCE�

(Reconciliation/Confession)��
Wednesday�Evening�

6:15�-�7:00�pm�(during�Exposition)�
First�Fridays�

3:00-4:00�pm�and�6:00-7:00�pm�
Saturday�Morning�

8:00�-�9:00�am�
Saturday�Afternoon������

3:30�-�5:00�pm�
Sunday�Morning�

8:30-9:00�am�and�10:30-11:00�am�
�
�

EXPOSITION�OF�THE�BLESSED�SACRAMENT�
Wednesday�from�9:00�am�to�7:00�pm�

Friday�from�9:00�am�to�3:00�pm�
�
�

MARRIAGE:� � Couples� wishing� to� marry� must� contact� a�
parish�priest�at�least�6�months�prior�to�the�desired�wedding�date.�
Couples� who� are� living� together� will� be� expected� to� live�
separately�at�least�during�the�3�months�prior�to�the�wedding.�
�
OCIA:� The� Order � of� Chr istian� Initiation� of� Adults� is� the�
process�by�which�adults�(and�children�who�have�reached�the�age�
of� reason)�are� instructed� in� the�Doctrine�of� the�Church�and�are�
prepared� to� receive� the� Sacraments� of� Baptism,� Confirmation,�
and�Holy�Eucharist.�If�you�or�someone�you�know,�would�like�to�
inquire�about�becoming�a�Catholic,�please�call�the�Parish�Office.�
�
BAPTISM:� Parents� are� requested� to� make� ar rangements�
with� the�Parish�Office�ONE�MONTH�in�advance.�Parents�must�
participate� in� a� one-session� pre-Baptismal� program� and� are�
encouraged�to�do�so�before�the�birth�of�their�child.�You�must�be�
REGISTERED�in�the�Parish�3�MONTHS�prior�to�the�Baptism.�
�
BULLETIN� DEADLINE:� Please� submit� announcements� to�
bulletin@straymonds.org�10�days�prior�to�publication�date.�

Angelus�Academy�
7644�Dynatech�Ct,��Springfield,�VA��22153�

703-924-3996�
�

Angelus�Academy�is�a�fully-accredited�pre-K�through�8th�
grade� Catholic� School� affiliated� with� the� Diocese� of�
Arlington.��Although�it�has�no�official�connection�with�St.�
Raymond’s,� the� parish� has� a� longstanding� close�
relationship�with�Angelus�Academy.��Many�of�our�parish�
children�already�happily�attend�school�there.�

““MMaayy��tthhee��GGoodd��ooff��LLoovvee��aanndd��PPeeaaccee��SSeett��YYoouurr��HHeeaarrtt��AAtt��RReesstt””���� ��
�� �� ���� SStt..��RRaayymmoonndd��
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�Pastor’s�Corner� recur:�“what’s�wrong�with�our�priest?�he�never�cries�at�Mass!”�
� Finally,�many�priests� have� had� similar� experiences� as�
this� priest� did.� But� they� are� seldom� caught� on� camera� or�
expressed� quite� as� dramatically.� Some� tell� me� that� they�
sometimes�have�to�fight�to�control�their�emotions�at�Mass,� lest�
they� distract� the� congregation� to� focus� on� them,� not� Jesus.��
Again,� sometimes� these� are�moments�of� grace,� and� sometimes�
they� are� weak� emotional� moments.� Either� way,� let� them� have�
their�own�private�experiences.�� And� instead� of� depending�
on� their� personal� experiences,� recognize� the� signs� of� God’s�
power� in�your�own�personal� life,� let� them�reinforce�your� faith,�
and�thank�the�good�Lord�for�them!�
�
DAILY� ROSARY.� This� Thursday� we� begin� the� month� of�
October� which� the� Church� keeps� as� the� “Month� of� the�
Rosary.”� In� her� various� apparitions,� the� Blessed� Mother� has�
repeatedly�begged�us�to�pray�the�Rosary,�an�exhortation�echoed�
by�Popes�and�Saints�for�centuries.�And�one�of�the�best�ways�to�
pray�the�Rosary�is�as�a�family—it�can�be�a�tremendous�blessing.��
� With� this� in� mind,� four� years� ago� we� started� the�
practice�of�having�a�public�Daily�Family�Rosary�in�our�church,�
every� 6:30pm� Monday� to� Friday,� and� Saturday� and� Sunday� a�
few�minutes�after�the�9am�Mass.��

Of�course,�everyone� is� invited�to�pray,�but�I�want�it�to�
be�led�by�one�family�praying�together,�and�leading�others.�So,� I�
ask� every� father� or�mother� of�a� young� family� to� volunteer�
his/her�family� to�lead�this�Rosary�one�evening�a�month.�This�
is�a�great�way�to�teach�your�children�to�pray�and�to�not�be�afraid�
to�pray�publicly.�It’s�very�easy�to�sign�up�your�family:�just�go�to�
the� parish� website� (straymonds.org)� and� on� the� pop-up� menu�
(“Important�Announcements”)�click�on�the�link�for�the�“DAILY�
FAMILY�ROSARY,”�which�leads�to�SignUpGenius.��
�
INVITATION�TO�WOMEN:� “WAY.”� As�you�may�know,�I�
am� the� Chaplain� for� “The� Women’s� Apostolate� to�
Youth”�(usually�called�“WAY”).�As�their�website�states:��

“WAY� is� an� inter-generational� lay� Association� of�
Christ's� Faithful� for� Catholic� women� in� the� Diocese� of�
Arlington….�

“[Their� Mission� is]� To� promote� the� spiritual� well�
being�of�children�and�youth�and� to�provide�spiritual� formation�
and� moral� support� for� women� who� are� called� to� work� in� a�
variety�of�ministries�dedicated�to�this�end,�whether�as�mothers,�
teachers� and� catechists,� youth�ministers,� social� workers� or� as�
relatives,� godparents� and� friends.� WAY� recognizes� that� such�
women�have�their�own�particular�spiritual�needs�and�therefore�
seek� to� foster� a� helpful� pattern� of� personal� and� communal�
spiritual�practice�as�well�as�a�philosophy�of�Christian�formation�
that�will�be�especially�helpful�in�work�with�children�and�youth.”�

WAY�has�several�very�active�apostolates.�Most�people�
don’t�realize�it�but�these�apostolates�play�a�very�important� role�
in�our�parish.�Besides�operating�Angelus�Academy�(50%�of�AA�
students� are� St.� Raymond� parishoners),� WAY� also� leads/
organizes�4�retreats�here�at�the�parish�every�year:�2�retreats�for�
girls� and� their� moms� (“Daystar”),� our� Women’s� Lenten�
Retreat,�and�the�Christ�the�King�Men’s�Retreat.��
� If� you� are� a� woman,� married� or� single,� interested� in�
learning� more� about� WAY,� call� the� Parish� office� for� more�
information.�
�
REMINDER� ON� VOTING.� Early� voting� has� started� for� the�
November�3�election.�The�Bishop�asks�you�to�vote�early,�so�you�
don’t�forget.�And�vote�“no”�on�ballots�1�and�2.��
�
Oremus�pro�invicem.�Fr.�De�Celles�

SIGNS�AND�WONDERS.� There’s�been�a�lot�of�talk�about�an�
incident� at� a� Mass� last� week� at� St.� Gabriel� the� Archangel�
Catholic� Church� in� Hopkins,� MN,� where� the� congregation�
witnessed� the� priest� having� a� very� prolonged� emotional�
experience� at� the� Consecration.� The� media� is� abuzz� with�
Catholics�in�awe�of�what�some�portray�as�a�sort�of� “Eucharistic�
Miracle,”� or� some� sort� of� “extraordinary”� experience� of� the�
mystery�of�the�Real�Presence.��

Whenever� I� read� about� things� like� this,� specifically�
excited�reactions�like�this�by�the�faithful,�I�am�reminded�of�two�
warnings�of�Jesus:��

“An�evil�and�adulterous�generation�asks�for�a�sign,�but�
no� sign� will� be� given� to� it� except� the� sign� of� the� prophet�
Jonah”�(Matt.�12:39).��
� And,� “Then� if� anyone� says� to� you,� ‘Look!�Here� is� the�
Messiah!’� or� ‘There� he� is!’—do� not� believe� it.� For� false�
messiahs�and�false�prophets�will�appear�and�produce�great�signs�
and�omens,�to�lead�astray,�if�possible,�even�the�elect.�Take�note,�
I�have�told�you�beforehand.�So,�if�they�say�to�you,�‘Look!�He�is�
in�the�wilderness,’�do�not�go�out.�If�they�say,�‘Look!�He�is�in�the�
inner�rooms,’�do�not�believe�it.�(Matt.�24:23-26).�
� Then� there’s�St.�Paul:� "For� indeed� Jews�ask� for� signs�
and�Greeks� search� for�wisdom;�but�we�preach�Christ�crucified�
"�(1�Cor.�1:22–23).�
� I� understand� the� desire� to� see� signs� that� reinforce� our�
faith—they�can�be�very�helpful.�But�we�need�to�be�very�careful,�
especially�with� the� signs� that�are�not� really� “public,”�or� if� they�
are� “in�public”�but� are� of� a�more�personal� nature� (e.g.� a� priest�
weeping�at�the�altar).��

The�priest�in�this�case�seems�to�have�experienced�some�
overwhelming� emotion.�He� has� clarified� that� he� had�no�vision,�
there�was�no�supernatural�manifestation.�He�says� it�was� just�an�
“internal� knowledge…sensory� knowledge� of� the� weight� of�
God’s� power� coming� down� upon� the� altar,� and� I� felt� the�
heaviness� of� Jesus’s� substantial� presence� in� the� chalice� in� my�
hands.”��
� I’m� willing� to� take� him� at� his� word,� but� even� so,� the�
Church� reminds� us� to� be� very� careful.� We� really� have� no�
certainty� about� what� happened� to� priests� in� circumstances� like�
this.�Often�they�are�not�spiritual�or�grace.�Sometimes�a�priest�is�
just�not�feeling�well�physically�or�emotionally,�and�in�weakness�
gives�in�to�the�emotions�that�are�there�under�the�surface�at�every�
Consecration.�In�other�cases,�some�priests�unconsciously�seek�to�
be� the� center� of� attention,� and� so� they� react� to� the� ordinary� in�
histrionic�fashion.�Sometimes�priests�knowingly�put�on�a�show,�
to� draw� attention� to� themselves.� And� we� can’t� ignore� the� fact�
that� the�devil� could�be� at�work� trying� to� create� a�distraction� in�
the�Mass—see�Jesus’�quotations�above.�
� I’m� absolutely� not� accusing� the� priest� of� any� of� this.�
I’m�just�saying�WE�must�be�careful.�If�God�wants�something�to�
be�public,�he�makes�it�public:�He�lifts�St.�Joseph�Cupertino�into�
the�air,�He�makes�St.�Padre�Pio’s�hands�bleed�profusely�during�
the�Mass,�He�makes�a�painting�of�His�Blessed�Mother�appear�on�
St.�Juan�Diego’s�tilma.��

The� risks� in�all� this�are�manifold.�One�priest�warns�of�
the� risk� of� a� kind� of� “spiritual� voyeurism,”� seeing� signs� and�
miracles� as� a� kind� of� entertainment,� and� we� become� “fans.”�
Another� is� the� risk�of�coming� to�depend�on�signs� to� strengthen�
our� faith.� Another� risk� is� interpreting� another’s� personal�
experience� as� a� sign� of� that� person’s� holiness,� and� then�
attributing�to�his�advice/teaching�an�extra�authority.�But�perhaps�
the� worst:� you� start� looking� for� this� kind� of� thing� at� every�
consecration� and� are� confused,� disillusioned� when� it� doesn’t�
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Please�pray�for�the�sick�of�our�parish�
Glenn�Bliss�
Michael�O’Neill�
Cindy�Laird�
Patricia�Lewis�
Mai�Pham�
Jason�Saenz�
Phyllis�Zitnik�
John�Florio�
Carolina�Baker�
Debra�Henkel�
Gaudencio�Dizon�

Paul�Haynes�
Nena�Brennan�
Donald�Trayer�
Ellen�Trayer�
Arlene�Pietraszko�
Virginia�Cummings�
Mary�M.�Dixon�
Michael�Snavely�
Annette�Haynes�
Joann�Alba�
Beth�Fitzgibbons�

Robert�Petitti�
Alicia�Tocconi�
Jay�&�Linda�Cabacar�
Rita�Felkel�
Frankie�Downs�
Pauline�Ferguson�
Celeste�Hyde�
Elsa�Mateus�
Janae�Mateus�
Tino�Mateus�
Son�Mateus�

Please� pray� for� our� parishioners� serving� in�Combat� Zones�
and�their�families. If�you�have�a�relative�serving�in�harm’s�way�
and�would�like�to�have�his/her�name�included�in�our�prayer�list,�
please�contact�the�parish�office.�

Brandon�Skiba�and�Ryan�Higgins�

View�livestreaming��
of�the�Holy�Mass�at�St.�Raymond’s�

www.straymonds.org��
�

Monday�-�Friday�Daily�Mass�at�8:30�am�
Wednesday�at�7�pm�
Saturday�at�9:00�am�

Sunday�Mass�at�9:00�am�&�11:00�am�
(See�the�website�for�Holy�Days)�

DAILY� FAMILY� ROSARY� LEADERS� NEEDED!� St.�
Raymond’s�has�a�Daily�Family�Rosary�in�the�Church:�Monday–�
Friday�at�6:30pm�and�Saturday�and�Sunday�after�the�9am�Mass.�
Please� visit� our� website� to� sign� up� to� lead� during� October!��
All�are�invited�to�attend.��
�
�
YOUNG� ADULT� WOMEN—ages� 20-40,� join� the� women� of�
our� parish� in� an� Endow� study� of� Saint� Pope� John� Paul� II's�
Apostolic�Letter,�Mulieris�Dignitatem�(Dignity�of�Women).�They�
meet�on� first� and� third�Thursdays� from�7-9pm� to� read� together,�
discuss� our� roles� as� women� in� Christ,� and� grow� in� Christian�
fellowship.� For� more� information,� please� contact� Domenique�
Bliss,� domarch20@gmail.com,� (470)� 652-3411� or� Elise�
Hamilton,�2EliseHamilton@gmail.com,�(703)�300-4131.�
�
�
SAINT� RAYMOND’S� TRAIL� LIFE� TROOP� VA-0683� is� a�
great�scouting�opportunity�for�the�boys�of�the�parish.� �By�pairing�
outdoor� opportunities� like� camping� and� wood� tools� with�
spiritual�formation�and�a�focus�on�developing�the�faith�life�of�our�
sons,� Trail� Life� seeks� to� develop� boys� into� young� men� who�
are�Godly� and� responsible� husbands,� fathers,� and� citizens.�Our�
troop�meets�on�the�first�and�third�Wednesdays�at�7:00�p.m.�in�the�
parish� hall,� beginning� again� this� September.�� For� additional�
information,�please�contact�TrailLifeUSA@straymonds.org.��
�

�

MASS�INTENTIONS�

Monday,�September�28th�
6:30�am���Monsignor�Rippy�
8:30�am���Carlos�Fernandez�
�

Tuesday,�September�29th�
6:30�am��Maria�Lourdes����
� Calayag�+�
8:30�am��Herman�and�Nelida�
� Brouillette�+�
�

Wednesday,�September�30th�
6:30�am�Delores�and�Frederick�
� Keller�+�
8:30�am�Maria�Lourdes�
� Calayag�+��
7:00�pm��Celebrant’s�Intentions�
�

Thursday,�October�1st�
6:30�am�Gary�Michael�Powers�+��
8:30�am�Lynn�Naduvilekunnel���������

Friday,�October�2nd�
6:30�am�Brian�Chun�+�
8:30�am�James�Drouillard�
�

Saturday,�October�3rd�
9:00�am�Lynn�Kline�
��������
������Vigil�Mass�
5:00�pm�������Fr.�De�Celles�
������Ben�Kilroy�+�
�

Sunday,�October�4th�
7:00�am�������Fr.�Bergida�
������Religious�Education�Stu-
dents�and�Families��
������

9:00�am�������Fr.�De�Celles�
�����Parishioners�
�

11:00�am�����Fr.�Bergida�
�����Matt�Hale�and�Family�����������

1:00�pm�������Fr.�Horkan�
�����Salvador�Ramos�+�

Upcoming�Events�at�St.�Raymond�Church�
�

Sept�28����Adult�Bible�Study�(9:30�am�in�Parish�Hall�and��
�����������������7�pm�in�Maurer�Room–�both�classes�are�the�same)�
Sept�28����OCIA�7�pm�in�Parish�Hall�
Sept�29����Junior�Legion�of�Mary�4:15�pm�in�Classroom�2�
Sept�29����Legion�of�Mary�6:30�pm�in�Library�
Sept�30����Adoration�9�am-7�pm�

�

Oct�1�������Ken�Cuccinelli�Talk�7�pm�
Oct�2�������First�Friday�Nocturnal�Adoration��
Oct�3�������Asian�Fusion�Dinner�6:30�pm�
Oct�4�������Life�Chain�2:30—3:30�pm�(Please�see�Respect�Life��
� Column�for�more�information)�
CHESTERTON�ACADEMY�OF�CHRIST�THE�KING�Open�
House� Nov.� 7!� Discover � Chester ton� Academy� of� Chr ist� the�
King,� a� classical� high� school� in� the�Catholic� tradition�dedicated�
to�forming�students�in�faith,�reason,�virtue,�and�truth.�Join�us�for�
our�Fall�Open�House�on�November� 7� from� 3:00–4:30� p.m.� on�
our�campus�at�Saint�Lawrence�Church�in�Alexandria.�Families�
are�invited�to�learn�more�about�the�school,�meet�members�of�the�
faculty,�and�see�what�makes�a�Chesterton�education�truly�special.�
Click� here� to� rsvp� or� visit� our� website� at� Chesterton-
ChristTheKing.org.�
�
HOME� SCHOOL� GROUP� -� for� more� information� visit� our�
website� www.homeschool-life.com/va/straymondhsg/� Or� email�
straymondhsg@gmail.com.�
MEN’S�PRAYER�GROUP�-�On�the�first�and�third�Saturdays�of�
each�month�a�group�of�men�meet� in� the�Parish�Hall� to�pray�and�
read�the�Scriptures.�Our�next�meeting�will�be�October�3rd.�For �
more� information,� call� Dave� Wilson,� 703-966-5327� or� � email�
maryndavew7705@gmail.com.��
�

AMERICAN�HERITAGE�GIRLS�-�Did�you�know�we�have�an�
American�Heritage�Girls�troop�here�at�St.�Raymond’s?�AHG�is�a�
fun�Christian�scouting�group�for�girls�from�Kindergarten�to�12th�
grade.�Our�troop,�Troop�VA0683,�meets�on�the�second�and�fourth�
Wednesdays�of� each�month�beginning� in�September� at�St.�Ray-
mond’s.� Please� contact� our� Troop� Coordinator,� Bea� Frey,� At�
ahgva0683@gmail.com� or� visit� our� website,� https://
straymonds.org/ministries-and-groups/american-heritage-girls-
troop/,�for�more�information.��
ORDER� OF� CHRISTIAN� INITIATION� FOR� ADULTS—
Interested� in� becoming� Catholic?� In� need� of� your� Sacrament� of�
Confirmation?�Classes�began�but�not�too�late�to�begin.�Please�call�
the�Parish�Office�for�more�information.�
�
SAINT�MARTIN�DE� PORRES�COMMITTEE� -� collects�food�
on� an� ongoing� basis� � for� the�Springfield� Resource� Center,� which�
serves�over�250�families�in�the�Springfield�area.��A�collection�box�
is�in�the�Narthex�and�donations�are�collected�and�distributed�week-
ly.���Suggested�food�items�are�listed,�but�all�donations�are�welcome�
(no� clothing).� For� equitable� distribution,� smaller� packaging� is� re-
quested�(�i.e.�1�lb�bags�of�rice�vs.�5�lb.�bags,�1�qt.�oil�vs.�1�gal�oil).�
�
�
�
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THE FULLNESS OF KNIGHTHOOD: Join the
Knights! Your very own St. John Bosco Council
#12846 has just been awarded the prestigious and
distinguished STATE DEPUTY AWARD for
a THIRD YEAR in a row as one of the most
outstanding councils in the Commonwealth of Virginia.

This noteworthy award is only earned by strong Catholic men
tirelessly working together to serve their parish, community and
their nation. Now is the perfect time to take your place with
us. Just go to https://www.kofc.org/joinus to experience the
Knights free for one year. Enter our council #12846 for local
information when you register. Please contact our Grand
Knight, Dave Hayes, at cell (703) 380-4550 if you have any
questions or want to learn more about the many benefits of being
a Knight! Get in the game, answer the call,
LIVE FULLY; BECOME A KNIGHT!
Upcoming Events—SEPTEMBER
26/27 Asian Fusion Ticket Sales after all Masses
OCTOBER—
3 Soccer Challenge at Holy Spirit Church 9 am—2 pm
3 Asian Fusion Dinner
3/4 Project Manger Collections after all Masses

ASIAN FUSION- The Knights of
Columbus Asian Fusion Dinner will take
place on Saturday, October 3rd, 2026 at
6:30pm in the parish hall. Come enjoy
delicious lumpia, kimbap (Korean sushi),
Barbeque skewers, and much more! Tickets
for the event will be sold after all Masses on
this weekend, September 26th – 27th. Ticket
Prices are $6.00 for children (5-12), $20.00

for Adults and $65.00 max for Families. Based upon availability,
tickets will be sold at the door. You can use the QR Code here for
tickets as well.
PROJECT MANGER—Cribs for Life! After all the Masses
next weekend, 03/04 October, St Raymond will once again have
the opportunity to support Project Manger,
which purchases new cribs and mattresses for
moms (and dads) and their babies in need. The
new cribs and mattresses are distributed
through “A Woman’s Choice” and other Pro-
Life Crisis Pregnancy Centers in the local
(Springfield/Annandale) area. There will be
more detailed information in next week’s
bulletin. POC for this effort is John Crennan
who can be reached at 339.223.0887.
SOCCER CHALLENGE: The annual Knights of Columbus
District Soccer Challenge takes place Saturday, October 3, 2026
on the field behind Holy Spirit School located at 8800 Braddock
Rd. Annandale, VA 22003. This event is for boys and gir ls
aged 9-14 and will run from 9 am until 2 pm. Mark your calendar
and just arrive during that time and shoot to win! The district
contest will have 3 practice and 25 kicks for record.
LEGION OF MARY INVITATION—Do you want to develop
a closer relationship with our Mother Mary and her Son and our
Savior, Jesus Christ? The Legion of Mary meets weekly on
Tuesday evenings at 6:30pm in the Library. All auxiliary
members and anyone interested in joining the Legion of Mary are
welcome! Point of Contact: Judy Mayer, jmayer9014@aol.com,
or 703-627-7320.
JUNIOR LEGION OF MARY - Children between the ages of
7 – 12+ at St. Raymond’s who have received their First Holy
Communion and parents seeking an extracurricular activity that
enriches a young person’s spiritual life and engages them in age-
appropriate spiritual works of mercy under the spiritual direction
of Father Bergida, please consider joining the Junior Legion of
Mary. Meetings will be every Tuesday, 4:15-5:15pm, in
Classroom 2. Two adult members of the Legion (Virtus certified)
lead the meetings. Parents are welcome to attend / participate.
Please email Patty Miller, pamiller35@gmail.com, or call / text
her at: C - 703-663-0480.
DO YOU DESIRE A MORE MEANINGFUL PRAYER
LIFE? Perhaps God is inviting you to an intercessory prayer
ministry that helps keep a sense of awe and gratitude for His
presence through His priests. Please consider joining the Seven
Sisters Apostolate who prays an hour specifically for our St.
Raymond’s priests (at the church during a time you
choose). Each priest at St. Raymond’s should have at least one
sister praying for him each day of the week. Join one of the
Seven Sisters teams, or join Substitute.
Visit www.sevensistersapostolate.org. Please contact Renee
LeBoeuf for more information renee.leboeuf@gmail.com.

SAINT RAYMOND’S
LOVES LIFE
Life is on the line!

Catholics VOTE NO in November! Catho-
licsVoteNo.com

LIFE CHAIN! Yes, it’s back! And we are looking forward to seeing
you and your family there! Join Father De Celles and fellow par ish-
ioners on Sunday 4 October from 2:30-3:30 across the street from Key
Middle School 6402 Franconia Road, Alexandria. Come, stand in silence
with positive (No victim images) signs encouraging prayer. This location
is not near an abortion facility.

Put your faith into action and
join with other Christians and
people of good will. Fall Cam-
paign 23 Sept – 1 Nov. Our
witness weekend will be 31 Oct

- 1 Nov with other Saturday opportunities before then. Sign Up
Sheets are in the narthex. Our location for this peaceful prayerful
witness is on the sidewalk in front of the Falls Church Healthcare
Center 900 S Washington Street. Non graphic signs. Can you
spare one hour?! Come with friends. Bring the family. Bring your
rosary. 40daysforlife.org.
. ... and remember if you are unable to be physically present,
please offer up your prayers and sacrifices from home or from
church. God hears our prayers wherever we are!

MaRiH Pregnancy Care Center… Thank you for the contin-
ued steady stream of overwhelming material support! May
God bless you for your goodness. Diapers are always so very
much appreciated. Collection box is in the narthex. Greatest
needs: size 5 and 6 diaper s, clothes up to 2T, formula, wipes.
Please do not leave bouncy seats, walkers, gates or jogging
strollers.

Tepeyac Pro-Life OB/GYN: Faith-based Pro-life OB/GYN re-
storing integrity of human person with modern medicine and heal-
ing of Christ. tepeyacobgyn.com, 703.273.9440.

To those who have suffered an abortion: “Do not give in to dis-
couragement and do not lose hope. The Father of Mercies is
ready to give you His Forgiveness and His Peace in the Sacrament
of Reconciliation.” Project Rachel helps women and men who
are carrying the grief and sorrow of a past abortion. (888) 456-
HOPE. Men: (703) 841-3833. Confidentiality always respected.
www.helpafterabortion.org.

Women often regret the desperate isolated decision to take the
abortion pill. Call the abortion reversal helpline 855-209-
4848. It may not be too late. abortionpillreversal.com.

Gabriel Project: Pregnancy Outreach for Expectant Mothers.
Offers emotional, spiritual, material, and financial support through
a pregnancy helpline and parish-based volunteer “Angel” support.
helpforpregnantwomen.org. 866-444-3553.

THE POWER OF PRAYER. Abortionists and those who work
in the abortion industry trespass against us. Yet how much more
they offend Almighty God! As we call on Our Father to forgive
us, we are called to forgive those who trespass against us. Every
abortion deforms the abortionist and desensitizes him or her to the
humanity of both the mother and child violated through abortion.
In fact, it diminishes their understanding of the inherent value of
every human being. Pray fervently for the conversion of abor-
tionists. Somehow, they have been led astray by greed, igno-
rance, a misguided sense of compassion or perhaps evil itself.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com 4
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9/27 Middle School Youth Group & HS YG & Religious Ed.
3:30-5pm Middle School (Grades 6-8)
5-6:30pm Religious Ed
6:30-8pm High School Youth Group

Mount 2000 Eucharistic Retreat for High School Students
February 5-7, 2027
Join us for this incredible weekend retreat, run by the seminarians
at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, MD. We will be
leaving from St. Raymond’s at 4pm Friday and returning by 3pm
Sunday. Chaperones will drive. Cost: $150/teen. To Register go
to http://bit.ly/YAforms
Registration DEADLINE is SEPTEMBER 30!

Every Friday in September & October
6:30am Friday Morning Mass & Breakfast
Calling all 6-12th Graders: Add Mass before class as a par t of
your Friday sacrifice, then come downstairs for breakfast with Fr.
Bergida & Fr. Horkan before school! Please RSVP by
Wednesday night, at https://bit.ly/FRIDAYRSVPS so we have
enough food!

Sunday 10/4: Donut Sunday hosted by the Youth Apostolate
The Youth Apostolate is hosting our first Donut Sunday this year!
Help is needed before and after each Mass to set up, put donuts
and juice out before Masses, make/refill coffee and to welcome
people. Please sign up at https://bit.ly/OCTOBERDONUTS if
you can help!

FOOD DONATIONS NEEDED
Would you be willing to contribute a breakfast casserole or other
meatless dish one Friday this semester? More details can be
found at https://bit.ly/breakfastfriday
Are you able to contribute some snacks or heavy hors d’oeuvres
one Sunday evening for our high school youth group to enjoy?
More details can be found at https://bit.ly/feedthehungryteens.

Mark Your Calendars for these upcoming HS events:
10/4 Donut Sunday (Youth Apostolate hosting, need your help)
10/24 Apple Picking & Dominican Monastery (8am-1:15pm)
10/25 Arlington Diocese High School RALLY (11am-9pm)

Calling all Bakers: 120 DOZEN cookies are needed by Oct. 13
Calling all BAKERS! One of our parishioners, Mr. Bob Keegan,
is asking for your help in providing the 120 DOZEN COOKIES
he has been asked to bring with him for the upcoming Kairos
Prison Ministry Retreat. If you are willing to help by baking a
dozen cookies (or more!), please sign up at https://
bit.ly/120cookies4prisoners Cookies can be dropped off at the
parish office any time, but no later than Tuesday, October 13th.
Specific cookie info and prayer signup:
https://kairos-bkcc.org/service/kairos-weekend-62

Jeanne Sause
Director of the Youth Apostolate (Grades 7-12)

youth@straymonds.org Call/Text: 571-334-9890
Email Jeanne to be added to the email list for the most updated

info on Youth Apostolate news & upcoming events

OUR LADY OF RANSOM Scholarships to Catholic Schools. St.
Raymond’s offers a one-time $2,000 scholarship for each parish child

who is switching from public school (k-12)
to Catholic school this year. For all parish
families, each student in Catholic grade
school can receive $1,000 and Catholic high
school students can receive $2,000. This
amount is renewable every year and is
subject only to minimal qualification terms.
You need to be a parishioner and send a
request for the scholarship to Fr. De Celles.
Also, additional financial aid is available if a
family truly can’t afford Catholic school,
even with the above scholarships. These
decisions are made on a case by case basis.
There is also assistance available for
homeschooling families. Contact the parish
office for more information.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

THANK YOU to everyone who attended the parent
meetings last week. If you did not attend, please check your
email for how to make it up. Please also read the Parent
Handbook and let us know if you have any questions. Also, if
you are not getting group emails from Virginia Osella,
please let us know ASAP.

If you missed the meeting and you have a child preparing
to receive a sacrament (grades 2, 7 and 8), set up an
appointment to come by the RE office and pick up a folder with
important information, Mass attendance cards, and required
forms.

Planning ahead: There will be no CCD classes October 11
or 12 in observance of the Columbus Day holiday.

Confirmation 2027 Candidates: The Sponsor Interview
was due on 9/24. Please submit to the RE office ASAP.
REQUIRED Confirmation Retreat for 8th grade students is
October 17th. Specific information will be emailed to parents.

St. Raymond's Youth Apostolate
Grades 6-12

A new YA Info. Sheet is REQUIRED to be turned in once each
school year for every child prior to participating in any Youth
Apostolate event on or off site. http://bit.ly/YAforms

BRIDGE CLUB - All levels of players are welcome. We play Bridge
cards each week in the Parish Hall. Contact Lois Kotlowski at 703-455-
6567 or bridgeclub402@gmail.com if interested in joining us.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY There will be two classes each Monday—
one in the morning at 9:30 am in the Parish Hall and the same class in
the evening at 7 pm in the Maurer Room. Come to the one that is most
convenient. The topic: Jerusalem Will Be Built With Gold: The Pream-
ble to the New Testament. Seven books have been excluded from the
Protestant canon of Scripture and kept by the Catholic Church: Baruch,
Sirach, Wisdom, Judith, Tobit, and 1 & 2 Maccabees, along with por-
tions of Daniel and Esther. They are a brilliant gem in her crown, “a
wholly indispensable link in the economy of revelation,” connecting the
world of the Hebrew Bible to the life and times of Christ. Please join us
and bring your bible.

VOTING INFORMATION TABLE—This year we have a
very important Election for U.S. Senate and U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives coming up on November 3. There are also three pro-
posed amendments to the Virginia Constitution that need your
input. Our VOTER INFORMATION TABLE is set up in the
Narthex. If you need to register to vote, update your registration,
or vote absentee, we have the forms for you. Stop by to see us.

FAMILY OF JESUS PRAYER GROUP— Weekly meetings
are in the Church on Mondays at 3:00 pm. If you have any prayer
requests, please us know by emailing Elaine Perricone at
jpebtp@verizon.net or by calling the parish office. Due to the
holiday on October 12th, the prayer group will not meet that day.

KEN CUCCINELLI TALK– Please join us Thursday, October
1st at 7 pm in the Parish Hall for a talk entitled, “Virginia Vote
No”. The November 3rd Ballot has several amendments to the
Virginia Constitution that harm the unborn and families. Please
bring the entire family. No RSVP required.

NEW ONLINE GIVING PLATFORM! We have
transitioned to Pushpay, our new online giving plat-
form. Please visit our website and click on the blue
button in the upper right corner titled “Online Giv-
ing” or scan the QR code provided here.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com5

http://bit.ly/YAforms
mailto:bridgeclub402@gmail.com


PARISH�WEBSITE:�http://www.straymonds.org��������������������������������������������������Twenty�Sixth�Sunday�in�Ordinary�Time�

�

�

WATCH�FOR�OUR�CONSTANT�CONTACT�UPDATES!�If�
you�are�not� receiving�emails� from� the�parish,�please�contact� the�
parish�office�at�703-440-0535�or�office@straymonds.org�to�verify�
your�email�address.��
�
QUALIFIED�CHARITABLE�DISTRIBUTION�(QCD)��If�you�
are� 70-1/2� or� more,� please� consider� making� an� IRA� Charitable�
gift�to�the�parish�before�December�31.��If�you�are�73�or�older�and�
need�to�make�required�minimum�distributions�(RMD)�from�your�
IRA,� your� QCD� counts� toward� your� annual� RMD� for� the� year.�
QCDs� can� have� a� significant� tax� benefit� for� you.� Eligible�
accounts� for� QCDs� can� be� made� from� most� IRAs,�
including�Traditional� IRAs,�Rollover� IRAs,� Inherited� IRAs,�and�
Roth�IRAs.�Always�consult�your�Tax�professional�regarding�your�
specific� situation.� Use� our� parish� address:� St.� Raymond� of�
Penafort� Catholic� Church,� 8750� Pohick� Road,� Springfield,� VA�
22153.�
�
BOOK�CLUB�NEWS:�Our �next�meeting�will�be�on�Thursday,�
October� 8th� at� 9:30� AM,� in� the� Parish� Library.� � We� will� be�
discussing� “The� Spiritual� Legacy� of� Archbishop� Fulton�
Sheen” by�Father�Charles� P.�Connor.� The� schedule� for� the� full�
year�can�be�found�on�the�parish�website:��https://straymonds.org/
ministries-and-groups/book-club/.� � New� members� welcome.� � If�
you�have�questions�or�plan�to�join�us�for�the�first�time�in�October,�
please�contact�Jim�Mault�at�bookclub@straymonds.org.��
�

CALLING� ALL� MOMS� OF� YOUNG� CHILDREN� OR�
EXPECTANT� MOTHERS!� Our � moms’� group� aims� to� build�
community� through� faith,� meaningful� conversations,� and� shared�
experiences.� Each� Wednesday� we� meet� from� 9:30am� to� 11:30am�
either�at�a�local�playground�or�at�St.�Raymond’s.�To�join�the�group,�
email� Morgan� Hempfling� for�
more�information:�sohlmb@gmail.com.�
WE� ARE� IN� NEED� OF� USHERS—If� you� would� like� to�
volunteer,�please�contact�headushers@straymonds.org.�
�
GIVING�TREE—Each�year,�Saint�Raymond’s�“adopts”�families�
who� need� help� with� Christmas.� If� your� family� or� someone� you�
know� could� use� help� providing� gifts� for� their� children,� please�
contact� the� Parish� Office� at� 703-440-0535� or�
office@straymonds.org.� � Information� is� kept� confidential.�
Applications�are�due�October�31st.�
�
�

Collections�Below�are�for��9/20/26�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�

�
�

��CHURCH�PERSECUTED�
�

Thursday,�Venerable�Fulton�J.�Sheen�became�Blessed�Fulton�
J.�Sheen.�His�writings�are�numerous�and�are�being�recognized�
for� their� impact� on� the� Catholic� Church� and� America.� He�
begins� his� newly� republished� work,� “A� Plea� for�
Intolerance”�(see�link�below)�originally�found�in�his�1931�book,�
Old�Errors�and�New�Labels,�with:�

America,� it� is� said,� is� suffering� from� intolerance.� It� is�
not.� It� is� suffering� from� tolerance:� tolerance� of� right�
and�wrong,�truth�and�error,�virtue�and�evil,�Christ�and�
chaos.�

Patrick�Reilly,�the�president�of�The�Cardinal�Newman�Society,�
notes�in�the�forward�that:�

Sheen� exposes� the� greatest� danger� to� Catholic�
education�in�the�modern�world:�the�timidity�of�Catholic�
educators�who�would�rather�compromise�their�mission�
than�stand�firm�in�the�Faith.�They�are�afraid,�lest�some�
parent�or�radical�opponent�of�the�Church�take�offense�
at�Catholic�teaching….�
Catholics� today� have� lost� a� certain� toughness� that�
was�characteristic�before�the�1960s,�which�is�another�
reason� to� read…Fulton� Sheen.� Sheen� was� not� only�
one�of�America’s�greatest�Catholic�communicators,�he�
was�also�a�teacher,�an�intellectual,�and�a�defender�of�
truth.� His� warning� against� false� tolerance� speaks�
directly� to�our�own�confused�age� –�and�especially� to�
the�crisis�in�Catholic�education.�

Sheen�notes�that:�
The�Church�was�identified�with�Christ�in�both�time�and�
principle;�she�began�thinking�of�His�first�principles�and�
the� harder� she� thought,� the� more� dogmas� she�
developed….Just� as� a� scientist� must� depend� on� the�
memory�of�the�first�principles�of�his�science,�which�he�
uses�as� the�ground� for�other�conclusions,�so� too� the�
Church�goes�back�into�her�intellectual�memory,�which�
is� tradition,� and� uses� former� dogmas� as� the�
foundation�for�new�ones.�

Sheen� concludes� with� a� discussion� of� toleration� which�
becomes� our� call� for� evangelization� in� education� with� the�
principle� of� loving� the� sinner;� but� hating� the� sin.� The� Church�
becomes� “meek…to� the� erring,� but� violent� to� the� error.� The�
truth� is� divine;� the� heretic� is� human….� Right� is� right� [even� if]�
nobody� is� right,� and� wrong� is� wrong� if� everyone� is�
wrong.”��May�Catholic�educators�and�parents�heed�this�advice�
and�not�allow�the�Truth�to�be�compromised.�
Read� the� full� essay� here:� https://cardinalnewmansociety.org/
offers/sheen-ebook-0926-request-form/�

�����������������Angelus�Academy�����������Where�the�Truth�of�Catholic�teaching��
� � ����������������takes�flesh�in�the�lives�of��������� �

� ������������3�year-old�to�8th�grade�children�and�their�families.�
�

Openings�still�available�for�students�at�Angelus�Academy,��
�

We�love�having�St.�Raymond�parishioners�at�our�school.�What�a�
blessing�it�is�to�be�learning�together!�We�are�continuing�to�accept�

applications�for�the�2026-27�school�year�as�space�permits.�Spots�are�
filling�up�fast--apply�soon!�Application�information�can�be�found�

at�angelusacademy.org/admissions-overview/applying/.�Call�or�email�
Julie�Maimone,�Director�of�Admissions,�for�more�information�or�to�

schedule�a�tour:��admissions@angelusacademy.org�or�703.924.3996�
x18.�We�are�located�at�7644�Dynatech�Court�in�Springfield,�just�down�

the�parkway�from�St.�Raymond.�
�

Thank�you�for�your�continued�prayers�and�support.�

Offertory� $��12,616.00� �
Family�Assistance� $�������390.00� �
Maintenance�Fund� $����8,710.00� �
OLOR�Scholarship�Fund� $����1,980.00� �
Catholic�University� $����2,528.00� �

�
Formed�is�available�for�FREE!�To�set�up�an�account�visit��

formed.org/signup�and�select�our�parish.��
Questions?�Email�us�at�formed@straymonds.org.�
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SERVICES, INC

(703) 836-6775
www.caffiservices.com

service@caffiservices.com
service@caffiservices.com
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