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Matthew Overview

• Returning to Matthew 3, we find the Baptism of 
Jesus contains a quote from Isaiah, but not one 
from Malachi

• Father said that Matthew and Luke deal with 
Malachi in another way 

• As mentioned earlier, we will use Matthew as the 
primary source for our study on the Synoptics and 
make comparisons with Mark and Luke as we go 
along

• Father chose Matthew over the other two because 
it (like Luke) is much richer than Mark



Matthew Overview (Cont)

• Also, Matthew maximizes all of the riches of the 
Old Testament

• Further, it is the oldest and most Jewish gospel

• If one studies the Old Testament first, Matthew’s 
richness will be evident and make it easier to 
understand Mark and Luke



Matthew 3

• Matthew 3:1-2 “In those days, John the Baptist, 
preached in the wilderness of Judea. Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand”
• John was down at the Jordan River
• As mentioned earlier Matthew describes this as the 

“Kingdom of Heaven” (many think of clouds, angels, and 
harps)

• But, “heaven” is a “circumlocution” for God (Theos or 
Elohim)

• These were used to avoid saying the Holy Name of God
• It is a hedge around a hedge of the Law which simply 

said, “do not profane the name of the Lord”



Matthew 3 (Cont)

• This simply meant not to use it in a false or even 
common oath

• The name of the Lord was reserved for religious 
purposes including prayer and praise as seen in the 
Psalms

• The Jews believed that they had to be careful to avoid 
using the divine name to ensure they did not get 
comfortable with it to the point of breaking the Law

• This was applied even when translating the Scriptures 
from Hebrew to Aramaic; you would not even see the 
name Yahweh (Lord as its equivalent in Aramaic)

• When they translated from Hebrew to Greek, they used 
the “circumlocution” of Lord



Matthew 3 (Cont)

• This prohibition of avoiding the use of the Holy Name in 
common speech was applied as far back as the time 
they were writing the Septuagint (3rd through 1st

Century)
• They could have just used Elohim or Adonai as the word for 

God, but did not for fear that it would become synonymous for 
the Holy Name (Yahweh)

• To avoid this, they started putting hedges around the law by 
referring to the “Kingdom of God” as the “Kingdom of Heaven”

• We can see an even earlier example of this hedge in the Books 
of Maccabees

• On the other hand, if we look at Mark or Luke, we will find this 
depicted as the “Kingdom of God” 



Matthew 3 (Cont)

• If we go back to the Old Testament, we will find it the 
“Kingdom of Heaven,” depicted as the “Kingdom of 
Yahweh”

• This kingdom was seen as the one over which God was 
the King of Israel

• Father pointed out that this term, “Kingdom of Heaven” 
has caused problems for Christians, as they often think 
of it as the “kingdom in the clouds”

• It was further understood as the establishment of the 
“Kingdom of Israel” from the time of David (not modern 
Israel)

• Next, Matthew provides a quote from Isaiah



Matthew 3 (Cont)

• Matthew 3:3-4 “For this is he who was spoken of by 
the prophet Isaiah when he said: ‘The voice of one 
crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his path straight’”
• It is obvious that this is the voice of John the Baptist, (my 

messenger) and it fulfills the prophesy in Malachi 31

• John wore a cloak made of camel’s hair and a leather 
belt (the imagery of Elijah as found in 2nd Kings 1:8) 2

• Elijah was the only Old Testament prophet known for his 
clothes

• Matthew is showing us the Malachi image here (unlike 
Mark, who identified him by his speech)
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