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Chapter 9

The Valley of Dry Bones





Ezekiel 37:1-2

The hand of the Lord was upon 
me, and he brought me out by 
the Spirit of the Lord, and set 
me down in the midst of the 
valley; it was full of bones. 

 



Ezekiel 37:1-2

And he led me round among 
them; and behold, there were 
very many upon the valley; 
and lo, they were very dry.  

 





Ezekiel 37:3

And he said to me, “Son of 
man, can these bones 
live?” And I answered, “O 
Lord God, thou knowest.” 

 



Ezekiel 37:4-5

Again he said to me, 
“Prophesy to these bones, 
and say to them, O dry bones, 
hear the word of the Lord. 



Ezekiel 37:4-5

Thus says the Lord God to 
these bones: Behold, I will 
cause breath to enter you, 
and you shall live. 



Ezekiel 37:6

And I will lay sinews upon you, and 
will cause flesh to come upon you, 
and cover you with skin, and put 
breath in you, and you shall live; and 
you shall know that I am the Lord.”





Job 19:23-24

“Oh that my words were written! 
Oh that they were inscribed in a 
book! Oh that with an iron pen 
and lead they were graven in 
the rock forever!



Job 19:25-27

For I know that my Redeemer lives, and 
at last he will stand upon the earth; and 
after my skin has been thus destroyed, 
then from my flesh I shall see God, 
whom I shall see on my side, and my 
eyes shall behold, and not another.



Mark 12:18

And Sadducees came to 
him, who say that there is 
no resurrection; and they 
asked him a question…



Mark 12:24

Is not this why you are 
wrong, that you know 
neither the scriptures nor 
the power of God?





Dry Bones
American Folk Song

Sung by Willie Watson
https://open.spotify.com/track/1lugcYsgL0CLsyj6w2Hk7O 

https://open.spotify.com/track/1lugcYsgL0CLsyj6w2Hk7O




Ezekiel 37:7-8

So I prophesied as I was 
commanded; and as I prophesied, 
there was a noise, and behold, a 
rattling; and the bones came 
together, bone to its bone. 



Ezekiel 37:7-8

And as I looked, there were 
sinews on them, and flesh had 
come upon them, and skin had 
covered them; but there was 
no breath in them.





Ezekiel 37:9

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the 
breath, prophesy, son of man, and 
say to the breath, Thus says the Lord 
God: Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe upon these 
slain, that they may live.” 



Ezekiel 37:10

So I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath 
came into them, and they lived, 
and stood upon their feet, an 
exceedingly great host.



Ezekiel 37:11

Then he said to me, “Son of man, 
these bones are the whole house 
of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up, and our hope 
is lost; we are clean cut off.’ 





T.S Eliot, “Ash Wednesday”

Because I do not hope to turn again
Because I do not hope
Because I do not hope to turn
Desiring this man's gift and that 
man's scope



T.S Eliot, “Ash Wednesday”

I no longer strive to strive towards such 
things
(Why should the agèd eagle stretch its 
wings?)
Why should I mourn
The vanished power of the usual reign?



T.S Eliot, “Ash Wednesday”

Because I know that time is always 
time
And place is always and only place
And what is actual is actual only 
for one time



T.S Eliot, “Ash Wednesday”

And only for one place
I rejoice that things are as 
they are and
I renounce the blessèd face



T.S Eliot, “Ash Wednesday”

And renounce the voice
Because I cannot hope to turn again
Consequently I rejoice, having to 
construct something
Upon which to rejoice



T.S Eliot, “Ash Wednesday”

Under a juniper-tree the bones sang, 
scattered and shining
We are glad to be scattered, we did 
little good to each other,
Under a tree in the cool of day, with the 
blessing of sand.



T.S Eliot, “Ash Wednesday”

Forgetting themselves and each 
other, united. In the quiet of the 
desert. This is the land which ye
Shall divide by lot. And neither 
division nor unity Matters. 

 





T.S Eliot, “Choruses from the Rock”

When the Stranger says: ʺWhat is the meaning 
of this city?
Do you huddle close together because you 
love each other?ʺ
What will you answer? ʺWe all dwell together
To make money from each otherʺ? or ʺThis is a 
communityʺ?

 



Ezekiel 37:12

Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 
Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I 
will open your graves, and raise you 
from your graves. O my people; and I 
will bring you home into the land of 
Israel. 

 







Ezekiel 37:13-14

And you shall know that I am 
the Lord, when I open your 
graves, and raise you from 
your graves, O my people. 

 



Ezekiel 37:13-14

And I will put my Spirit within you, 
and you shall live, and I will place 
you in your own land; then you shall 
know that I, the Lord, have spoken, 
and I have done it, says the Lord.”

 



Ephesians 1:13-14
In him you also, who have heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, and have believed in him, 
were sealed with the promised Holy 
Spirit, who is the guarantee of our 
inheritance until we acquire possession 
of it, to the praise of his glory.

 



Ephesians 1:13-14

guarantee of our inheritance

ἀρραβὼν τῆς κληρονομίας ἡμῶν 

 



Ephesians 1:13-14

guarantee of our inheritance

ἀρραβὼν τῆς κληρονομίας ἡμῶν 

 



Psalm 104:30

When thou sendest forth 
thy Spirit, they are created;
    and thou renewest the 
face of the earth.

 





Jeremiah 2-17

 



Émile Jean-Horace Vernet









Jeremiah 1:1

The words of Jeremiah, the 
son of Hilkiah, of the priests 
who were in Anathoth in 
the land of Benjamin… 

 



Jeremiah 1

…to whom the word of the 
Lord came in the days of 
Josiah the son of Amon, king 
of Judah, in the thirteenth 
year of his reign.

 



Jeremiah 1:3

It came also in the days of Jehoiakim 
the son of Josiah, king of Judah, and 
until the end of the eleventh year of 
Zedekiah, the son of Josiah, king of 
Judah, until the captivity of 
Jerusalem in the fifth month.

 



Jeremiah 7:31

And they have built the high place of 
Topheth, which is in the valley of the 
son of Hinnom, to burn their sons 
and their daughters in the fire; which 
I did not command, nor did it come 
into my mind.

 



Jeremiah 2:10

For cross to the coasts of Cyprus 
and see,
    or send to Kedar and examine 
with care;
    see if there has been such a 
thing.

 





Jeremiah 2:11

Has a nation changed its gods, 
even though they are no gods?
But my people have changed 
their glory for that which does 
not profit.

 



Jeremiah 2:11

…for my people have committed two 
evils: they have forsaken me,
the fountain of living waters, and 
hewed out cisterns for themselves,
broken cisterns, that can hold no 
water.

 





John 7:37

On the last day of the feast, 
the great day, Jesus stood up 
and proclaimed, “If any one 
thirst, let him come to me 
and drink. 



John 7:38

He who believes in me, as 
the scripture has said, ‘Out 
of his heart shall flow 
rivers of living water.’” 

 



John 7:39

Now this he said about the Spirit, 
which those who believed in him 
were to receive; for as yet the Spirit 
had not been given, because 
Jesus was not yet glorified.

 



Jeremiah 2:18

And now what do you gain by going 
to Egypt, to drink the waters of the 
Nile?
Or what do you gain by going to 
Assyria, to drink the waters of the 
Euphrates?

 



Jeremiah 2:22

Though you wash yourself with 
lye and use much soap,
    the stain of your guilt is still 
before me,
                says the Lord God.

 



Lady MacBeth, Act 5, Scene 1
Out, damned spot! out, I say!--One: two: 
why, then, 'tis time to do't.--Hell is 
murky!--Fie, my lord, fie! a soldier, and 
afeard? What need we fear who knows it, 
when none can call our power to 
account?--Yet who would have thought the 
old man to have had so much blood in him.

 



Lady MacBeth, Act 5, Scene 1

Here's the smell of the blood still: 
all the
perfumes of Arabia will not 
sweeten this little
hand. Oh, oh, oh!

 



Jeremiah 2:27

who say to a tree, ‘You are my 
father,’ and to a stone, ‘You gave me 
birth.’ For they have turned their 
back to me, and not their face. But 
in the time of their trouble they say,
    ‘Arise and save us!’

 



Jeremiah 2:28

But where are your gods
that you made for yourself?
Let them arise, if they can 
save you…

 



T.S Eliot, “Ash Wednesday”

And renounce the voice
Because I cannot hope to turn again
Consequently I rejoice, having to 
construct something
Upon which to rejoice



Jeremiah 2:32

Can a maiden forget her 
ornaments, or a bride her 
attire? Yet my people have 
forgotten me days without 
number.

 





Galatians 3:27

For as many of you as 
were baptized into 
Christ have put on 
Christ.

 



Jeremiah 3:4–5

Have you not just now 
called to me, ‘My 
father, thou art the 
friend of my youth—

 



Jeremiah 3:5

…will he be angry for 
ever, will he be 
indignant to the end?’

 



Jeremiah 3:5

Behold, you have 
spoken, but you have 
done all the evil that 
you could.”

 



Jeremiah 6:13-14

…from prophet to priest, every 
one deals falsely. They have 
healed the wound of my people 
lightly, saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ 
when there is no peace.

 











Lachish Ostracon II
To my lord Yaosh: May Yahweh cause my 
lord to hear tidings of peace this very day, 
this very day! Who is thy servant (but) a 
dog that my lord hath remembered his 
servant? May Yahweh afflict those who 
re[port] an (evil) rumor about which thou 
art not Informed!

 



Lachish Ostracon VI
To my lord Yaosh: May Yahweh cause my lord to 
see this season in good health! Who is thy 
servant (but) a dog that my lord hath sent the 
[let] ter of the king and the letters of the prince[s, 
say]ing, “Pray, read them!” And behold the words 
of the pr[inces] are not good, (but) to weaken 
our hands [and to sla]cken the hands of the 
m[en] who are informed about them…

 



Jeremiah 6:24

We have heard the report of it, 
our hands fall helpless;
anguish has taken hold of us, 
pain as of a woman in travail.

 



Lachish Ostracon IV

And may (my lord) be apprised 
that we are watching for the fire 
signals of Lachish according to all 
the signs which my lord has given, 
because we cannot see Azeqah.

 



Jeremiah 6:1
Flee for safety, O people of Benjamin,
    from the midst of Jerusalem!
Blow the trumpet in Tekoa,
    and raise a signal on 
Bethhaccherem;
for evil looms out of the north,
    and great destruction.

 



Jeremiah 6:13-14

…from prophet to priest, every 
one deals falsely. They have 
healed the wound of my 
people lightly, saying, ‘Peace, 
peace,’ when there is no peace.

 



St. Catherine of Siena to Gregory XI
Sometimes men like this want to get along 
with purely peaceful means. I say that this is 
the very worst cruelty which can be shown. 
If a wound when necessary is not cauterized 
or cut out with steel, but simply covered with 
ointment, not only does it fail to heal, but it 
infects everything, and many a time death 
follows from it.

 



Jeremiah 7:4

Do not trust in these 
deceptive words: ‘This is the 
temple of the Lord, the 
temple of the Lord, the 
temple of the Lord.’

 





Jeremiah 7:4

λέγοντες 
Ναὸς Κυρίου, 

ναὸς Κυρίου ἐστίν.

 



Jeremiah 7:5

“For if you truly amend 
your ways and your 
doings, if you truly execute 
justice one with another…

 



Jeremiah 7:6

…if you do not oppress the alien, 
the fatherless or the widow, or 
shed innocent blood in this 
place, and if you do not go after 
other gods to your own hurt, 

 



Jeremiah 7:7

…then I will let you dwell 
in this place, in the land 
that I gave of old to 
your fathers for ever.

 



Jeremiah 6:16

“Stand by the roads, and look, and 
ask for the ancient paths, where 
the good way is; and walk in it, 
and find rest for your souls. But 
they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’

 



Jean-François Millet



Jeremiah 7:8-9

“Behold, you trust in deceptive 
words to no avail. Will you steal, 
murder, commit adultery, swear 
falsely, burn incense to Ba′al, and 
go after other gods that you have 
not known…

 



Jeremiah 7:10

…and then come and stand 
before me in this house, which is 
called by my name, and say, ‘We 
are delivered!’—only to go on 
doing all these abominations? 

 



Jeremiah 7:11

Has this house, which is called 
by my name, become a den 
of robbers in your eyes? 
Behold, I myself have seen it, 
says the Lord. 

 





Jeremiah 7:12

Go now to my place that was in 
Shiloh, where I made my name 
dwell at first, and see what I did 
to it for the wickedness of my 
people Israel.

 





Jeremiah 8:1-2

“At that time… the bones of the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be 
brought out of their tombs; and they 
shall be spread before the sun and 
the moon and all the host of heaven, 
which they have loved and served and 
they shall not be gathered or buried…

 





Jeremiah 8:7

Even the stork in the heavens knows 
her times;
and the turtledove, swallow, and 
crane keep the time of their coming;
but my people know not the 
ordinance of the Lord.

 





Jeremiah 9:1

O that my head were waters, 
and my eyes a fountain of 
tears, that I might weep day 
and night for the slain of the 
daughter of my people!

 





Jeremiah 8:22

Is there no balm in Gilead?
    Is there no physician there?
Why then has the health of 
the daughter of my people
    not been restored?

 



Jeremiah 9:23

Thus says the Lord: “Let not the 
wise man glory in his wisdom, 
let not the mighty man glory in 
his might, let not the rich man 
glory in his riches. 

 



Jeremiah 9:24

…but let him who glories glory in 
this, that he understands and 
knows me, that I am the Lord who 
practice steadfast love, justice, and 
righteousness in the earth…

 



Philippians 3:8

Indeed I count everything as loss 
because of the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his 
sake I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and count them as refuse, in 
order that I may gain Christ…

 







Flavius Josephus
- AD 37 – c. 100
- Jewish War
- Jewish Antiquities
- Against Apion
- Autobiography

 



Battle of Yodfat, Jewish War

Vespasian then set the engines for 
throwing stones and darts round about 
the city. The number of the engines was 
in all an hundred and sixty, and bid them 
fall to work, and dislodge those that 
were upon the wall. At the same time 
such engines as were intended for that 
purpose threw at once lances upon 
them with a great noise, and stones of 
the weight of a talent were thrown by 
the engines that were prepared for that 
purpose, together with fire, and a vast 
multitude of arrows, which made the 
wall so dangerous, that the Jews durst 
not only not come upon it, but durst not 
come to those parts within the wall 
which were reached by the engines: for 
the multitude of the Arabian archers, as 
well as all those also that threw darts 
and slung stones, fell to work at the 
same time with the engines.

 



Battle of Yodfat, Jewish War

2. Now the besieged had plenty of corn 
within the city, and indeed of all 
necessaries, but they wanted water, 
because there was no fountain in the 
city, the people being there usually 
satisfied with rain water; yet is it a rare 
thing in that country to have rain in 
summer; and at this season, during the 
siege, they were in great distress for 
some contrivance to satisfy their thirst; 
and they were very sad at this time 
particularly, as if they were already in 
want of water entirely, for Josephus 
seeing that the city abounded with other 
necessaries, and that the men were of 
good courage, and being desirous to 
protract the siege to the Romans longer 
than they expected, ordered their drink 
to be given them by measure; but this 
scanty distribution of water by measure 
was deemed by them as a thing more 
hard upon them than the want of it; and 
their not being able to drink as much as 
they would, made them more desirous 
of drinking than they otherwise had 
been; nay, they were as much 
disheartened hereby as if they were 
come to the last degree of thirst. Nor 
were the Romans unacquainted with the 
state they were in, for when they stood 
over against them, beyond the wall, they 
could see them running together, and 
taking their water by measure, which 
made them throw their javelins thither, 
the place being within their reach, and 
kill a great many of them. 13. Hereupon 
Vespasian hoped that their receptacles 
of water would in no long time be 
emptied, and that they would be forced 
to deliver up the city to him; but 
Josephus being minded to break such 
his hope, gave command that they 
should wet a great many of their clothes, 
and hang them out about the 
battlements, till the entire wall was of a 
sudden all wet with the running down of 
the water. At this sight the Romans were 
discouraged, and under consternation, 
when they saw them able to throw away 
in sport so much water, when they 
supposed them not to have enough to 
drink themselves. This made the Roman 
general despair of taking the city by their 
want of necessaries, and to betake 
himself again to arms, and to try to force 
them to surrender, which was what the 
Jews greatly desired; for as they 
despaired of either themselves or their 
city’s being able to escape, they 
preferred a death in battle before one by 
hunger and thirst. 

 





Josephus’ Prophecy, Jewish War

 





Josephus’ Surrender, Jewish War

Moreover, he was not unacquainted with 
the prophecies contained in the sacred 
books, as being a priest himself, and of 
the posterity of priests; and just then 
was he in an ecstasy, and setting before 
him the tremendous images of the 
dreams he had lately had, he put up a 
secret prayer to God, and said, “Since it 
pleaseth thee, who hast created the 
Jewish nation, to depress the same, and 
since all their good fortune is gone over 
to the Romans, and since thou hast 
made choice of this soul of mine to 
foretel what is to come to pass 
hereafter, I willingly give them my hands, 
and am content to live. And I protest 
openly, that I do not go over to the 
Romans as a deserter of the Jews, but as 
a minister from thee.” 
4. When he had said this, he complied 
with Nicanor’s invitation. But when those 
Jews who had fled with him understood 
that he yielded to those that invited him 
to come up, they came about him in a 
body, and cried out, “Nay, indeed, now 
may the laws of our forefathers, which 
God ordained himself, well groan to 
purpose; that God, we mean, who hath 
created the souls of the Jews of such a 
temper, that they despise death. O 
Josephus! art thou still fond of life? and 
canst thou bear to see the light in a state 
of slavery? How soon hast thou 
forgotten thyself! How many hast thou 
persuaded to lose their lives for liberty! 
Thou hast therefore had a false 
reputation for manhood, and a like false 
reputation for wisdom, if thou canst 
hope for preservation from those against 
whom thou hast fought so zealously, 
and art, however, willing to be preserved 
by them, if they be in earnest. But 
although the good fortune of the 
Romans hath made thee forget thyself, 
we ought to take care that the glory of 
our forefathers may not be tarnished. 
We will lend thee our right hand and a 
sword; and if thou wilt die willingly, thou 
wilt die as general of the Jews; but if 
unwillingly, thou wilt die as a traitor to 
them.” As soon as they said this they 
began to thrust their swords at him, and 
threatened they would kill him, if he 
thought of yielding himself to the 
Romans. 
5. Upon this Josephus was afraid of their 
attacking him, and yet thought he 
should be a betrayer of the commands 
of God, if he died before they were 
delivered. So he began to talk like a 
philosopher to them, in the distress he 
was then in, when he said thus to them: 
“O my friends, why are we so earnest to 
kill ourselves? and why do we set our 
soul and body, which are such dear 
companions, at such variance? Can any 
one pretend that I am not the man I was 
formerly? Nay, the Romans are sensible 
how that matter stands well enough. It is 
a brave thing to die in war; but so that it 
be according to the law of war, by the 
hand of conquerors. If, therefore, I avoid 
death from the sword of the Romans, I 
am truly worthy to be killed by my own 
sword, and my own hand: but if they 
admit of mercy, and would spare their 
enemy, how much more ought we to 
have mercy upon ourselves and to spare 
ourselves? for it is certainly a foolish 
thing to do that to ourselves which we 
quarrel with them for doing to us. I 
confess freely, that it is a brave thing to 
die for liberty; but still so that it be in 
war, and done by those who take that 
liberty from us; but in the present case 
our enemies do neither meet us in 
battle, nor do they kill us. Now, he is 
equally a coward who will not die when 
he is obliged to die, and he who will die 
when he is not obliged so to do. What 
are we afraid of when we will not go up 
to the Romans? Is it death? If so, what 
we are afraid of when we but suspect 
our enemies will inflict it on us, shall we 
inflict it on ourselves for certain? But it 
may be said, we must be slaves. And are 
we then in a clear state of liberty at 
present? It may also be said, that it is a 
manly act for one to kill himself. No 
certainly, but a most unmanly one; as I 
should esteem that pilot to be an arrant 
coward, who, out of fear of 
a storm, should sink his ship of his own 
accord. Now self-murder is a crime most 
remote from the common nature of all 
animals, and an instance of impiety 
against God our Creator: nor indeed is 
there any animal that dies by its own 
contrivance, or by its own means, for the 
desire of life is a law engraven in them 
all; on which account we deem those 
that openly take it away from us to be 
our enemies, and those that do it by 
treachery are punished for so doing. And 
do not you think that God is very angry 
when a man does injury to what he hath 
bestowed on him? For from him it is that 
we have received our being, and we 
ought to leave it to his disposal to take 
that being away from us. The bodies of 
all men are indeed mortal, and are 
created out of corruptible matter; but 
the soul is ever immortal, and is a 
portion of the divinity that inhabits our 
bodies. Besides, if any one destroys or 
abuses a depositum he hath received 
from a mere man, he is esteemed a 
wicked and perfidious person; but then if 
any one cast out of his body this divine 
depositum, can we imagine that he who 
is thereby affronted does not know of it? 
Moreover, our law justly ordains that 
slaves which run away from their master 
shall be punished, though the masters 
they run away from may have been 
wicked masters to them. And shall we 
endeavour to run away from God, who is 
the best of all masters, and not think 
ourselves guilty of impiety? Do not you 
know that those who depart out of this 
life, according to the law of nature, and 
pay that debt which was received from 
God, when he that lent it us is pleased to 
require it back again, enjoy eternal fame; 
that their houses and their posterity are 
sure, that their souls are pure and 
obedient, and obtain a most holy place 
in heaven, from whence, in the 
revolutions of ages, they are again sent 
into pure bodies; while the souls of 
those, whose hands have acted madly 
against themselves, are received by the 
darkest place in Hades, and while God, 
who is their father, punishes those that 
offend against either of them in their 
posterity; for which reason God hates 
such doings, and the crime is punished 
by our most wise legislator. Accordingly 
our laws determine, that the bodies of 
such as kill themselves should be 
exposed till the sun be set, without 
burial, although at the same time it be 
allowed by them to be lawful to bury our 
enemies [sooner]. The laws of other 
nations also enjoin such mens hands to 
be cut off when they are dead, which 
had been made use of in destroying 
themselves when alive, while they 
reckoned, that as the body is alien from 
the soul, so is the hand alien from the 
body. It is, therefore, my friends, a right 
thing to reason justly, and not add to the 
calamities which men bring upon us, 
impiety towards our Creator. If we have a 
mind to preserve ourselves, let us do it; 
for to be preserved by those our 
enemies, to whom we have given so 
many demonstrations of our courage, is 
no way inglorious; but if we have a mind 
to die, it is good to die by the hand of 
those that have conquered us. For nay 
part, I will not run over to our enemies 
quarters, in order to be a traitor to 
myself; for certainly I should then be 
much more foolish than those that 
deserted to the enemy, since they did it 
in order to save themselves, and I 
should do it for destruction, for my own 
destruction. However, I heartily wish the 
Romans may prove treacherous in this 
matter; for if, 
after their offer of their right hand for 
security, I be slain by them, I shall die 
cheerfully, and carry away with me the 
sense of their perfidiousness, as a 
consolation greater than victory itself.” 6. 
Now these and many the like motives 
did Josephus use to these men to 
prevent their murdering themselves; but 
desperation had shut their ears, as 
having long ago devoted themselves to 
die, and they were irritated at Josephus. 
They then ran upon him with their 
swords in their hands, one from one 
quarter, and another from another, and 
called him a coward, and every one of 
them appeared openly as if he were 
ready to smite him; but he calling to one 
of them by name, and looking like a 
general to another, and taking a third by 
the hand, and making a fourth ashamed 
of himself, by praying him to forbear, and 
being in this condition distracted with 
various passions, (as he well might in the 
great distress he was then in), he kept off 
every one of their swords from killing 
him, and was forced to do like such wild 
beasts as are encompassed about on 
every side, who always turn themselves 
against those that last touched them. 
Nay, some of their right hands were 
debilitated by the reverence they bare to 
their general, in these his fatal 
calamities, and their swords dropped 
out of their hands; and not a few of them 
there were, who, when they aimed to 
smite him with their swords, they were 
not thoroughly either willing or able to 
do it. 7. However, in this extreme distress, 
he was not destitute of his usual 
sagacity; but trusting himself to the 
providence of God, he put his life into 
hazard [in the manner following]: “And 
now” said he “since it is resolved among 
you that you will die, come on, let us 
commit our mutual deaths to 
determination by lot. He whom the lot 
falls to first let him be killed by him that 
hath the second lot, and thus fortune 
shall make its progress through us all; 
nor shall any of us perish by his own 
right hand, for it would be unfair if, when 
the rest are gone, somebody should 
repent and save himself.” This proposal 
appeared to them to be very just; and 
when he had prevailed with them to 
determine this matter by lots, he drew 
one of the lots for himself also. He who 
had the first lot laid his neck bare to him 
that had the next, as supposing that the 
general would die among them 
immediately; for they thought death, if 
Josephus might but die with them, was 
sweeter than life; yet was he with 
another left to the last, whether we must 
say it happened so by chance, or 
whether by the providence of God. And 
as he was very desirous neither to be 
condemned by the lot, nor, if he had 
been left to the last, to imbrue his right 
hand in the blood of his countrymen, he 
persuaded him to trust his fidelity to him, 
and to live as well as himself. 8. Thus 
Josephus escaped in the war with the 
Romans, and in this his own war with his 
friends, and was led by Nicanor to 
Vespasian. But now all the Romans ran 
together to see him; and as the 
multitude pressed one upon another 
about their general, there was a tumult 
of a various kind; while some rejoiced 
that Josephus was taken, and some 
threatened him, and some crowded to 
see him very near; but those that were 
more remote cried out to have this their 
enemy put to death, while those that 
were near called to mind the actions he 
had done, and a deep 
concern appeared at the change of his 
fortune. Nor were there any of the 
Roman commanders, how much soever 
they had been enraged at him before, 
but relented when they came to the 
sight of him. Above all the rest, Titus’s 
own valour, and Josephus’s own 
patience under his afflictions, made him 
pity him, as did also the commiseration 
of his age, when he recalled to mind that 
but a little while ago he was fighting, but 
lay now in the hands of his enemies, 
which made him consider the power of 
fortune, and how quick is the turn of 
affairs in war, and how no state of men is 
sure: for which reason he then made a 
great many more to be of the same 
pitiful temper with himself, and induced 
them to commiserate Josephus. He was 
also of great weight in persuading his 
father to preserve him. However, 
Vespasian gave strict orders that he 
should be kept with great caution, as 
though he would, in a very little time, 
send him to Nero. 
9. When Josephus heard him give those 
orders, he said, that he had somewhat in 
his mind that he would willingly say to 
himself alone. When therefore they were 
all ordered to withdraw, excepting Titus 
and two of their friends, he said, “Thou, 
O Vespasian, thinkest no more than that 
thou hast taken Josephus himself 
captive; but I come to thee as a 
messenger of greater tidings; for had not 
I been sent by God to thee, I knew what 
was the law of the Jews in this case, (8) 
and how it becomes generals to die. 
Dost thou send me to Nero? For why? 
Are Nero’s successors till they come to 
thee still alive? Thou, O Vespasian, art 
Cæsar, and emperor, thou, and this thy 
son. Bind me now still faster, and keep 
me for thyself, for thou, O Cæsar, are not 
only lord over me, but over the land and 
the sea, and all mankind; and certainly I 
deserve to be kept in closer custody 
than I now am in, in order to be 
punished, if I rashly affirm any thing of 
God.” When he had said this, Vespasian 
at present did not believe him, but 
supposed that Josephus said this, as a 
cunning trick, in order to his own 
preservation; but in a little time he was 
convinced, and believed what he said to 
be true, God himself erecting his 
expectations, so as to think of obtaining 
the empire, and by other signs 
foreshewing his advancement. He also 
found Josephus to have spoken truth on 
other occasions; for one of those friends 
that were present at that secret 
conference, said to Josephus, “I cannot 
but wonder how thou couledst not 
foretel to the people of Jotapata, that 
they should be taken, nor couldest 
foretel this captivity which hath 
happened to thyself, unless what thou 
now sayest be a vain thing, in order to 
avoid the rage that is risen against 
thyself.” To which Josephus replied, “I did 
foretel to the people of Jotapata that 
they would be taken on the 
forty-seventh day, and that I should be 
caught alive by the Romans.” Now when 
Vespasian had inquired of the captives 
privately about these predictions, he 
found them to be true, and then he 
began to believe those that concerned 
himself. Yet did he not set Josephus at 
liberty from his bands, but bestowed on 
him suits of clothes, and other precious 
gifts; he treated him also in a very 
obliging manner, and continued so to 
do, Titus still joining his interest in the 
honours that were done him.” 

 





Flavius Josephus, Vita. the New Jeremiah

4. [A.D. 63.] And now I perceived 
innovations were already begun; and 
that there were a great many very much 
elevated in hopes of a revolt from the 
Romans. I therefore endeavoured to put 
a stop to these tumultuous persons, and 
persuaded them to change their minds: 
and laid before their eyes against whom 
it was that they were going to fight; and 
told them that they were inferior to the 
Romans, not only in martial skill, but also 
in good fortune: and desired them not 
rashly, and after the most foolish 
manner, to bring on the dangers of the 
most terrible mischiefs upon their 
country, upon their families, and upon 
themselves. And this I said with 
vehement exhortations: because I 
foresaw, that the end of such a war 
would be most unfortunate to us. But I 
could not persuade them: for the 
madness of desperate men was quite 
too hard for me.

 



Flavius Josephus, Vita

and the chief of the Pharisees. But no 
small fear seized upon us when we saw 
the people in arms; while we our selves 
knew not what we should do; and were 
not able to restrain the seditious.
However, as the danger was directly 
upon us, we pretended that we were of 
the same opinion with them; but only 
advised them to be quiet for the present; 
and to let the enemy go away; still 
hoping that Gessius [Florus] would not 
be long ere he came; and that with great 
forces; and so put an end to these 
seditious proceedings.

 



Flavius Josephus, Wars of the Jews, Book VI, ch. 2

Upon this Josephus stood in such a 
place where he might be heard, not by 
John only, but by many more; and then 
declared to them what Cæsar had given 
him in charge: and this in the Hebrew 
language. (5) So he earnestly prayed 
them, “To spare their own city; and to 
prevent that fire, which was just ready to 
seize upon the temple; and to offer their 
usual sacrifices to God therein.” At these 
words of his a great sadness and silence 
were observed among the people. But 
the tyrant himself cast many reproaches 
upon Josephus; with imprecations 
besides: and at last added this withal, 
“That he did never fear the taking of the 
city: because it was God’s own city.” In 
answer to which, Josephus said thus 
with a loud voice: “To be sure thou hast 
kept this city wonderful pure for God’s 
sake: the temple also continues intirely 
unpolluted! Nor hast thou been guilty of 
any impiety against him for whose 
assistance thou hopest! He still receives 
his accustomed sacrifices! Vile wretch 
that thou art! if any one should deprive 
thee of thy daily food, thou wouldst 
esteem him to be an enemy to thee: but 
thou hopest to have that God for thy 
supporter in this war, whom thou hast 
deprived of his everlasting worship: and 
thou imputest those sins to the Romans, 
who to this very time take care to have 
our laws observed; and almost compel 
these sacrifices to be still offered to God, 
which have by thy means been 
intermitted. Who is there that can avoid 
groans and lamentations at the amazing 
change that is made in this city? since 
very foreigners and enemies do now 
correct that impiety which thou hast 
occasioned: while thou, who art a Jew, 
and wast educated in our laws, art 
become a greater enemy to them than 
the others. But still, John, it is never 
dishonourable to repent, and amend 
what hath been done amiss, even at the 
last extremity. Thou hast 
an instance before thee in Jechoniah, (6) 
the King of the Jews, if thou hast a mind 
to save the city: who, when the king of 
Babylon made war against him, did of 
his own accord, go out of this city, 
before it was taken; and did undergo a 
voluntary captivity, with his family; that 
the sanctuary might not be delivered up 
to the enemy; and that he might not see 
the house of God set on fire. On which 
account he is celebrated among all the 
Jews, in their sacred memorials; and his 
memory is become immortal; and will 
be conveyed fresh down to our posterity 
through all ages. This, John, is an 
excellent example in such a time of 
danger. And I dare venture to promise, 
that the Romans shall still forgive thee. 
And take notice, that I who make this 
exhortation to thee, am one of thine own 
nation: I, who am a Jew, do make this 
promise to thee. And it will become thee 
to consider, who I am that give thee this 
counsel; and whence I am derived. For 
while I am alive I shall never be in such 
slavery, as to forego my own kindred; or 
forget the laws of our forefathers. Thou 
hast indignation at me again, and 
makest a clamour at me, and 
reproachest me. Indeed I cannot deny 
but I am worthy of worse treatment than 
all this amounts to, because, in 
opposition to fate, I make this kind 
invitation to thee, and endeavour to 
force deliverance upon those whom 
God hath condemned. And who is there 
that does not know what the writings of 
the ancient prophets contain in them? 
and particularly that oracle which is just 
now going to be fulfilled upon this 
miserable city.3 For they foretold, that 
this city should be then taken, when 
some body shall begin the slaughter of 
his own countrymen. And are not both 
the city, and the intire temple now full of 
the dead bodies of your countrymen? It 
is God therefore, it is God himself who is 
bringing on this fire to purge that city 
and temple by means of the Romans; 
and is going to pluck up this city, which 
is full of your pollutions.” (7) 
2. As Josephus spoke these words, with 
groans, and tears in his eyes, his voice 
was intercepted by sobs. However the 
Romans could not but pity the affliction 
he was under, and wonder at his 
conduct.
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We are in a sense our own parents, 
and we give birth to ourselves by our 
own free choice of what is good… On 
the other hand, if… the form of Christ 
has not been produced in us, we 
abort ourselves.

    


