PRAYER BEFORE READING THE BIBLE

SHINE within my heart, Loving Master, the pure
light of Your Divine knowledge, and open the eyes
of my mind that I may understand Your teaching.
Instill 1n me reverence for Your commandments, so
that having conquered my sinful desires, I may
pursue a spiritual way of life, thinking and doing
all those things that are pleasing in Your sight. For
You, Christ our God, are my light and my life, and
to You we render glory together with Your Eternal
Father " and Your All-Holy Spirit, now and
always, and forever and ever. Amen.
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[John 11:1-57 RSV] [1] Now a certain
man was Ill, Laz'arus of Bethany, the
village of Mary and her sister Martha.
[2] It was Mary who anointed the Lord
with ointment and wiped his feet with

her hair, whose brother Laz'arus was
11.



| azarus means

"one who Is helped
by the Lord"

"My help comes from the
Lord" (Ps 121:2).
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|3] So the sisters sent to him, saying,
"Lord, he whom you love is 1ll." [4]
But when Jesus heard It he said, "This
1lIness Is not unto death; 1t Is for the
glory of God, so that the Son of God
may be glorified by means of it."



[[5] Now Jesus loved Martha and her
sister and Laz'arus. [6] So when he
heard that he was ill, he stayed two
days longer in the place where he
was. [ 7] Then after this he said to the
disciples, "Let us go into Judea
again."






[8] The disciples said to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were
but now seeking to stone you, and are you going
there again?" [9] Jesus answered, "Are there not
twelve hours in the day? If any one walks in the day,
he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this
world. [10] But if any one walks in the night, he
stumbles, because the light is not in him." [11] Thus
he spoke, and then he said to them, "Our friend
Laz'arus has fallen asleep, but | go to awake him out

of sleep.”




[John 9:3-5 RSV] [3] Jesus answered, "It was not
that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the
works of God might be made manifest in him. [4]
We must work the works of him who sent me, while
It Is day; night comes, when no one can work. [5] As
long as | am In the world, | am the light of the
world."




[12] The disciples said to him, "Lord, If he has fallen
asleep, he will recover." [13] Now Jesus had spoken
of his death, but they thought that he meant taking
rest in sleep. [14] Then Jesus told them plainly,
"Laz'arus Is dead; [15] and for your sake | am glad
that | was not there, so that you may believe. But
let us go to him." [16] Thomas, called the Twin, said
to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may
die with him."




The language of Thomas has indeed zeal, but it also has timidity; it was the
outcome of devout feeling, but it was mixed with littleness of faith. For he does
not endure being left behind, and even tries to persuade the others to adopt the
same resolution: nevertheless he thinks that they are destined to suffer [death] at
the hands of the Jews, even against the will of Christ, by reason of the
murderous passion of the Jews; not looking at the power of the Deliverer, as he
ought rather to have done. And Christ made them timid, by enduring with
patience beyond measure the sufferings He experienced at the hands of the Jews.
Thomas therefore says that they ought not to separate themselves from their
Teacher, although undoubted danger lay before them; so, perhaps with a gentle
smile, He said: Let us go, that is, Let us die. Or he speaks thus: Of a certainty if
we go we shall die: nevertheless let us not refuse to suffer, for we ought not to be
cowardly to such a degree; because If He raises the dead, fear Is superfluous, for
we have One Who is able to raise us again after we have fallen.



|17] Now when Jesus came, he found
that Laz'arus had already been In the
tomb four days. [18] Bethany was near
Jerusalem, about two miles off, [19]
and many of the Jews had come to
Martha and Mary to console them
concerning their brother.



120] When Martha heard that
Jesus was coming, she went
and met him, while Mary sat
In the house.



[Luke 10:38-42 RSV] [38] Now as they went on their way,
ne entered a village; and a woman named Martha received
nim Into her house. [39] And she had a sister called Mary,
who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to his teaching. [40]
But Martha was distracted with much serving; and she
went to him and said, "Lord, do you not care that my sister
has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me." [41]
But the Lord answered her, "Martha, Martha, you are
anxious and troubled about many things; [42] one thing is

needful. Mary has chosen the good portion, which shall
not be taken away from her."”
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This then should be our main effort: and this steadfast purpose of heart
we should constantly aspire after; viz., that the soul may ever cleave to
God and to heavenly things. Whatever i1s alien to this, however great 1t
may be, should be given the second place, or even treated as of no
consequence, oOr perhaps as hurtful. We have an excellent 1llustration of
this state of mind and condition in the gospel in the case of Martha and
Mary: for when Martha was performing a service that was certainly a sacred
one, since she was ministering to the Lord and His disciples, and Mary
beling intent only on spiritual 1nstruction was clinging close to the feet
of Jesus which she kissed and anointed with the ointment of a good
confession, she is shown by the Lord to have chosen the better part, and
one which should not be taken away from her: for when Martha was toiling
with pious care, and was cumbered about her service, seeing that of
herself alone she was insufficient for such service she asks for the help
of her sister from the Lord, saying: Do You not care that my sister has
left me to serve alone: bid her therefore that she help me— certainly 1t
was to no unworthy work, but to a praiseworthy service that she summoned
her: and yet what does she hear from the Lord? Martha, Martha, you are
anxious and troubled about many things: but few things are needful, or
only one. Mary has chosen the better part, which shall not be taken away

—
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[21] Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, If you had been here, my
brother would not have died. [22] And even now | know
that whatever you ask from God, God will give you." [23]
Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." [24]
Martha said to him, "l know that he will rise again in the
resurrection at the last day." [25] Jesus said to her, "I am
the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me,
though he die, yet shall he live, [26] and whoever lives
and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?"
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[27] She said to him, "Yes, Lord; | believe
that you are the Christ, the Son of God, he
who Is coming Into the world." [28] When
she had said this, she went and called her
sister Mary, saying quietly, "The Teacher Is
here and Is calling for you."






[29] And when she heard It, she rose quickly and went
to him. [30] Now Jesus had not yet come to the village,
but was still in the place where Martha had met him. [31]
When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling

her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, t
supposing that she was going to the tomr
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[21] Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, If
you had been here, my brother would
not have died. [22] And even now |
know that whatever you ask from God,
God will give you."



[33] When Jesus saw her weeping, and
the Jews who came with her also
weeping, he was deeply moved In
spirit and troubled; [34] and he said,
"Where have you laid him?" They said
to him, "Lord, come and see."”



135] Jesus wept.



"My son, let your tears fall for
the dead" (Sir 38:16).

"l am weary with my moaning;
every night | flood my bed with
tears” (Ps 6:6).



136] So the Jews said, "See how he
loved him!" [37] But some of them
sald, "Could not he who opened
the eyes of the blind man have
kept this man from dying?"



"A brother IS born

for adversity"
(Prv 17:17).



138] Then Jesus, deeply moved again,
came to the tomb; 1t was a cave, and a
stone lay upon it. [39] Jesus said,
"Take away the stone.” Martha, the
sister of the dead man, said to him,
"Lord, by this time there will be an
odor, for he has been dead four days."



[40] Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you would believe
you would see the glory of God?" [41] So they took away the
stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, "Father, | thank thee
that thou hast heard me. [42] | knew that thou hearest me always,
but | have said this on account of the people standing by, that they
may believe that thou didst send me." [43] When he had said this,
he cried with a loud voice, "Laz'arus, come out." [44] The dead
man came out, his hands and feet bound with bandages, and his
face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and
let him go." [45] Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with
Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him; [46] but some of
them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done.



IPsalm 91:12 RSV] [12] On
their hands they will bear you
up, lest you dash your foot
against a stone.



[Isalah 57:14 RSV] [14] And It
shall be said, "Build up, build
up, prepare the way, remove
every obstruction from my
people’'s way."






147] So the chief priests and the
Pharisees gathered the council,
and sald, "What are we to do?
For this man performs many
sSIgns.






1. Turning the water into wine.

2:1-11

Jezsus 1s LORD of NATURE. Able
to change one substance into
another.

2. The healing of the nobleman's
S0M.

1:46-54

Jesus 1s LORD of LIFE. Able to
give life on the one condition of
faith.

3. The healing of the paralvsed
man.

5:1-15

Jezus is the RESTOREE. of LOST
POWEERS. No matter how sinful a
man 1s. Jesus 1s able to give life to
the spiritually dead.

4. The feeding of the five
thousand.

6:1-14

Jesus 1s the FOOD by which we
live. He 1s able to SUSTAIN the

spiritual life He creates.

Ln

. The walking on the water

6:15-21

Jesus 1s our GUIDE and HELPEE.
He iz able to come to His disciples.
No barriers can keep Him away
from his disciples 1n their times of
need.

6. The healing of the blind man

9:1-41

Jesus i1s our LIGHT. He enables
everv person who is obedient to
what he knows of Christ to find
still greater truth. Whoever refuses
to obev will have his present
knowledge taken away.

7. The raising of Lazarus.

11:1-57

Jesus 1s LORD of ETERNAL
LIFE. His gift of life does not end
with death of the physical body.
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(John 5:1-15)
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Healing of the Man Born
Blind (John 9:1-12)
Confirmation
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Wine at Cana (John
2:1-11)
Marriage
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(John 11:1-44)
Baptism



[47] So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council, and
sathisid, "What are we to do? For man performs many signs. 29. [48]
If we let him go on thus, every one will believe in him, and the Romans
will come and destroy both our holy place and our nation." [49] But one of
them, Ca'laphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, "You know
nothing at all; [50] you do not understand that it is expedient for you that
one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation should not
perish." [51] He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest
that year he prophesied that Jesus should die for the nation, [52] and not for
the nation only, but to gather into one the children of God who are scattered
abroad. [53] So from that day on they took counsel how to put him to
death.



“In the 01d
Testament, Moses and
Aaron, when they held
the priesthood, had
much to suffer.
Caiaphas, when he
occupled their seat,
himself persecuted
and condemned the
Lord; yet the Lord,
1n respect for the
priesthood, suffered
him to execute the
office. The prophets
likewlise were
persecuted by their
own nation. Peter was
the successor of
Moses, entrusted with
Christ’s new church
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|54] Jesus therefore no longer went
about openly among the Jews, but
went from there to the country near the
wilderness, to a town called E'phraim;
and there he stayed with the disciples.



[55] Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and
many went up from the country to Jerusalem before
the Passover, to purify themselves. [56] They were
looking for Jesus and saying to one another as they
stood In the temple, "What do you think? That he
will not come to the feast?" [57] Now the chief
priests and the Pharisees had given orders that if any
one knew where he was, he should let them know, so
that they might arrest him.




Glorious Saint Raymond of
Penafort, wise and holy patron,
come to the aid of those entrusted
to your care, and all who flee to
your protection. Intercede for us
in our need, and help us through *
your prayers, example, and
teaching, to proclaim the truth of
the Gospel to all we meet. And
when we have reached the

you to guide us home to heaven,
to live 1n peace with you, Our

Mother Mary, and Our Lord
Jesus Christ. Amen.




