
PRAYER BEFORE READING THE BIBLE

SHINE within my heart, Loving Master, the pure 

light of Your Divine knowledge, and open the eyes of 

my mind that I may understand Your teaching. Instill 

in me reverence for Your commandments, so that 

having conquered my sinful desires, I may pursue a 

spiritual way of life, thinking and doing all those 

things that are pleasing in Your sight. For You, Christ 

our God, are my light and my life, and to You we 

render glory together with Your Eternal Father ✠ and 

Your All-Holy Spirit, now and always, and forever and 

ever. Amen.

+ O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.
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[John 18:1-40 RSV] 1 When Jesus 

had spoken these words, he went 

forth with his disciples across the 

Kidron valley, where there was a 

garden, which he and his disciples 

entered. 





All the Passover lambs were killed in the Temple, and the blood 

of the lambs was poured on the altar as an offering to God. The 

number of lambs slain for the Passover was immense. On one 

occasion, thirty years later than the time of Jesus, a census was 

taken and the number was 256,000. We may imagine what the 

Temple courts were like when the blood of all these lambs was 

dashed on to the altar. From the altar there was a channel down to 

the brook Kidron, and through that channel the blood of the 

Passover lambs drained away. When Jesus crossed the brook 

Kidron, it would still be red with the blood of the lambs which 

had been sacrificed; and as he did so, the thought of his own 

sacrifice would surely be vivid in his mind.





St. Irenaeus wrote. "The knot of 

Eve's disobedience was loosed by 

the obedience of Mary. For what 

the virgin Eve had bound fast 

through unbelief, this did the 

virgin Mary set free through faith."



Tertullian wrote, "' God recovered His own image and 

likeness, of which He had been robbed by the devil. For it 

was while Eve was yet a virgin, that the ensnaring word 

had crept into her ear which was to build the edifice of 

death. Into a virgin's soul, in like manner, must be 

introduced that Word of God which was to raise the fabric 

of life; so that what had been reduced to ruin by this sex, 

might by the selfsame sex be recovered to salvation. AS 

Eve had believed the serpent, SO Mary believed the angel 

The delinquency which the one occasioned by believing, 

the other by believing effaced."





The Holy Spirit is rightly called the ointment of Christ, 

and the oil of gladness; and why Christ Himself is not the 

ointment, since He was anointed with the Holy Spirit. …

100. Now many have thought that the Holy Spirit is the 

ointment of Christ. And well it is said ointment, because 

He is called the oil of gladness, the joining together of 

many graces giving a sweet fragrance. But God the Almighty 

Father anointed Him the Prince of priests, Who was, not 

like others anointed in a type under the Law, but was both 

according to the Law anointed in the body, and in truth was 

full with the virtue of the Holy Spirit from the Father 

above the Law.

101. This is the oil of gladness, of which the prophet 

says: God, even Your God, has anointed You with the oil of 

gladness above Your fellows. Lastly, Peter says that Jesus 

was anointed with the Spirit, as you read: You know that 

word which went through all Judea beginning from Galilee 



2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, also 

knew the place; for Jesus often met 

there with his disciples. 3 So Judas, 

procuring a band of soldiers and some 

officers from the chief priests and the 

Pharisees, went there with lanterns and 

torches and weapons. 



4 Then Jesus, knowing all that was to 

befall him, came forward and said to 

them, "Whom do you seek?" 5 They 

answered him, "Jesus of Nazareth." 

Jesus said to them, "I am he." Judas, 

who betrayed him, was standing with 

them. 



6 When he said to 

them, "I am he," they 

drew back and fell to 

the ground. 





7 Again he asked them, "Whom do you 

seek?" And they said, "Jesus of Nazareth." 

8 Jesus answered, "I told you that I am he; 

so, if you seek me, let these men go." 9 This 

was to fulfil the word which he had spoken, 

"Of those whom thou gavest me I lost not 

one." 



10 Then Simon Peter, 
having a sword, drew 
it and struck the high 
priest's slave and cut 
off his right ear. The 
slave's name was 
Malchus. 



11 Jesus said to Peter, "Put your sword into 

its sheath; shall I not drink the cup which 

the Father has given me?" 12 So the band 

of soldiers and their captain and the officers 

of the Jews seized Jesus and bound him. 



13 First they led him to Annas; for he was 

the father-in-law of Ca'iaphas, who was 

high priest that year. 14 It was Ca'iaphas

who had given counsel to the Jews that it 

was expedient that one man should die for 

the people. 



15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, 

and so did another disciple. As 

this disciple was known to the 

high priest, he entered the court 

of the high priest along with 

Jesus, 



16 while Peter stood outside at the door. So the other 

disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out 

and spoke to the maid who kept the door, and 

brought Peter in. 17 The maid who kept the door 

said to Peter, "Are not you also one of this man's 

disciples?" He said, "I am not." 18 Now the servants 

and officers had made a charcoal fire, because it was 

cold, and they were standing and warming 

themselves; Peter also was with them, standing and 

warming himself. 



19 The high priest then questioned Jesus about 

his disciples and his teaching. 20 Jesus 

answered him, "I have spoken openly to the 

world; I have always taught in synagogues and 

in the temple, where all Jews come together; I 

have said nothing secretly. 21 Why do you ask 

me? Ask those who have heard me, what I said 

to them; they know what I said." 



22 When he had said this, one of the 

officers standing by struck Jesus with his 

hand, saying, "Is that how you answer the 

high priest?" 23 Jesus answered him, "If I 

have spoken wrongly, bear witness to the 

wrong; but if I have spoken rightly, why do 

you strike me?" 24 Annas then sent him 

bound to Ca'iaphas the high priest. 



25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming 

himself. They said to him, "Are not you also 

one of his disciples?" He denied it and said, "I 

am not." 26 One of the servants of the high 

priest, a kinsman of the man whose ear Peter 

had cut off, asked, "Did I not see you in the 

garden with him?" 27 Peter again denied it; and 

at once the cock crowed. 





28 Then they led Jesus from the house 

of Ca'iaphas to the praetorium. It was 

early. They themselves did not enter 

the praetorium, so that they might not 

be defiled, but might eat the passover. 





John 1:14: “And the 

Word became flesh 

and dwelt among us.”



29 So Pilate went out to them and 

said, "What accusation do you 

bring against this man?" 30 They 

answered him, "If this man were 

not an evildoer, we would not have 

handed him over." 





31 Pilate said to them, "Take him 

yourselves and judge him by your own 

law." The Jews said to him, "It is not 

lawful for us to put any man to death." 

32 This was to fulfil the word which 

Jesus had spoken to show by what 

death he was to die. 



33 Pilate entered the praetorium again and called Jesus, 

and said to him, "Are you the King of the Jews?" 34 Jesus 

answered, "Do you say this of your own accord, or did 

others say it to you about me?" 35 Pilate answered, "Am I 

a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed 

you over to me; what have you done?" 36 Jesus answered, 

"My kingship is not of this world; if my kingship were of 

this world, my servants would fight, that I might not be 

handed over to the Jews; but my kingship is not from the 

world." 



John 1:45-49 “Rabbi, 

you are the Son of God! 

You are the King of 

Isreal!”



[John 6:15 RSV] 15 Perceiving 

then that they were about to 

come and take him by force to 

make him king, Jesus withdrew 

again to the mountain by 

himself.



[John 12:13 RSV] 13 So they 

took branches of palm trees and 

went out to meet him, crying, 

"Hosanna! Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord, 

even the King of Israel!"



37 Pilate said to him, "So you are a 

king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I 

am a king. For this I was begotten, and 

for this I have come into the world, to 

bear witness to the truth. Every one 

who is of the truth hears my voice." 



εἶπεν οὖν αὐτῷ ὁ Πιλᾶτος οὐκοῦν 

βασιλεὺς εἶ σύ ἀπεκρίθη ὁ Ἰησοῦς σὺ 

λέγεις ὅτι βασιλεύς εἰμι ἐγὼ εἰς τοῦτο 

γεγέννημαι καὶ εἰς τοῦτο ἐλήλυθα εἰς 

τὸν κόσμον ἵνα μαρτυρήσω τῇ 

ἀληθείᾳ πᾶς ὁ ὢν ἐκ τῆς ἀληθείας

ἀκούει μου τῆς φωνῆς



38 Pilate said to him, "What is truth?" After 

he had said this, he went out to the Jews 

again, and told them, "I find no crime in 

him. 39 But you have a custom that I 

should release one man for you at the 

Passover; will you have me release for you 

the King of the Jews?" 
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40 They cried out 

again, "Not this man, 

but Barab'bas!" Now 

Barab'bas was a robber.



Glorious Saint Raymond of 

Peñafort, wise and holy patron, 

come to the aid of those entrusted 

to your care, and all who flee to 

your protection. Intercede for us 

in our need, and help us through 

your prayers, example, and 

teaching, to proclaim the truth of 

the Gospel to all we meet. And 

when we have reached the 

fullness of our years, we beseech 

you to guide us home to heaven, 

to live in peace with you, Our 

Mother Mary, and Our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 


