
PRAYER BEFORE READING THE BIBLE

SHINE within my heart, Loving Master, the pure 

light of Your Divine knowledge, and open the eyes of 

my mind that I may understand Your teaching. Instill 

in me reverence for Your commandments, so that 

having conquered my sinful desires, I may pursue a 

spiritual way of life, thinking and doing all those 

things that are pleasing in Your sight. For You, Christ 

our God, are my light and my life, and to You we 

render glory together with Your Eternal Father ✠ and 

Your All-Holy Spirit, now and always, and forever and 

ever. Amen.

+ O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.
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28 After this Jesus, knowing that all was 

now finished, said (to fulfil the scripture), 

"I thirst." 29 A bowl full of vinegar stood 

there; so they put a sponge full of the 

vinegar on hyssop and held it to his mouth. 

30 When Jesus had received the vinegar, he 

said, "It is finished"; and he bowed his head 

and gave up his spirit. 







31 Since it was the day of Preparation, in order to prevent the bodies from 

remaining on the cross on the sabbath (for that sabbath was a high day), the 

Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be 

taken away. 32 So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of 

the other who had been crucified with him; 33 but when they came to Jesus 

and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 But one of 

the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood 

and water. 35 He who saw it has borne witness--his testimony is true, and 

he knows that he tells the truth--that you also may believe. 36 For these 

things took place that the scripture might be fulfilled, "Not a bone of him 

shall be broken." 37 And again another scripture says, "They shall look on 

him whom they have pierced." 















[1 John 5:6-12 RSV] 6 This is he who came by water and blood, Jesus 

Christ, not with the water only but with the water and the blood. 7 And the 

Spirit is the witness, because the Spirit is the truth. 8 There are three 

witnesses, the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and these three agree. 9 If 

we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater; for this is 

the testimony of God that he has borne witness to his Son. 10 He who 

believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. He who does not 

believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the 

testimony that God has borne to his Son. 11 And this is the testimony, that 

God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 He who has the Son 

has life; he who has not the Son of God has not life.



38 After this Joseph of Arimathe'a, who was a disciple of Jesus, 

but secretly, for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take 

away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him leave. So he came 

and took away his body. 39 Nicode'musalso, who had at first 

come to him by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and 

aloes, about a hundred pounds' weight. 40 They took the body of 

Jesus, and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial 

custom of the Jews. 41 Now in the place where he was crucified 

there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb where no one 

had ever been laid. 42 So because of the Jewish day of 

Preparation, as the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there.









[John 20:1-31 RSV] 1 Now on the 

first day of the week Mary 

Mag'dalenecame to the tomb 

early, while it was still dark, and 

saw that the stone had been taken 

away from the tomb. 





2 So she ran, and went to Simon 

Peter and the other disciple, the 

one whom Jesus loved, and said to 

them, "They have taken the Lord 

out of the tomb, and we do not 

know where they have laid him." 



3 Peter then came out with the other disciple, and they went 

toward the tomb. 4 They both ran, but the other disciple outran 

Peter and reached the tomb first; 5 and stooping to look in, he saw 

the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon 

Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb; he saw the 

linen cloths lying, 7 and the napkin, which had been on his head, 

not lying with the linen cloths but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 

Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, 

and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not know the 

scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples 

went back to their homes. 









11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, 

and as she wept she stooped to look into the 

tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, 

sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at 

the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to 

her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said 

to them, "Because they have taken away my 

Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 

him." 





14 Saying this, she turned round and saw 

Jesus standing, but she did not know that it 

was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, "Woman, 

why are you weeping? Whom do you 

seek?" Supposing him to be the gardener, 

she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried 

him away, tell me where you have laid him, 

and I will take him away." 



















16 Jesus said to her, "Mary." 

She turned and said to him in 

Hebrew, "Rab-bo'ni!" (which 

means Teacher). 



17 Jesus said to her, "Do not hold me, for I 

have not yet ascended to the Father; but go 

to my brethren and say to them, I am 

ascending to my Father and your Father, to 

my God and your God." 18 Mary 

Mag'dalenewent and said to the disciples, 

"I have seen the Lord"; and she told them 

that he had said these things to her. 



19 On the evening of that day, the 

first day of the week, the doors 

being shut where the disciples 

were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus 

came and stood among them and 

said to them, "Peace be with you." 



[John 14:27-29 RSV] 27 Peace I leave with you; my 

peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give 

to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let 

them be afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, 'I go 

away, and I will come to you.' If you loved me, you 

would have rejoiced, because I go to the Father; for 

the Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told 

you before it takes place, so that when it does take 

place, you may believe.





20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands 

and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they 

saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, "Peace be 

with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send 

you." 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on 

them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 

If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if 

you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 









24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called 

the Twin, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25 So the other disciples told him, 

"We have seen the Lord." But he said to 

them, "Unless I see in his hands the print of 

the nails, and place my finger in the mark 

of the nails, and place my hand in his side, I 

will not believe." 



26 Eight days later, his disciples were again 

in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

The doors were shut, but Jesus came and 

stood among them, and said, "Peace be with 

you." 27 Then he said to Thomas, "Put your 

finger here, and see my hands; and put out 

your hand, and place it in my side; do not 

be faithless, but believing." 





28 Thomas answered him, "My 

Lord and my God!" 29 Jesus said 

to him, "Have you believed 

because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet believe." 



[1 Peter 1:8 RSV] 8 Without 

having seen him you love him; 

though you do not now see him 

you believe in him and rejoice with 

unutterable and exalted joy.



30 Now Jesus did many other signs in 

the presence of the disciples, which are 

not written in this book; 31 but these 

are written that you may believe that 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 

that believing you may have life in his 

name.



Glorious Saint Raymond of 

Peñafort, wise and holy patron, 

come to the aid of those entrusted 

to your care, and all who flee to 

your protection. Intercede for us 

in our need, and help us through 

your prayers, example, and 

teaching, to proclaim the truth of 

the Gospel to all we meet. And 

when we have reached the 

fullness of our years, we beseech 

you to guide us home to heaven, 

to live in peace with you, Our 

Mother Mary, and Our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 


