
Fourstepstosainthood
Thepathtosainthoodisalong,thoroughprocessthatcantakeseveralyearstocomplete.
Hereisasummaryofthepathtocanonization.

ServantofGod
Typically,apersonis

deadfiveyearsbefore
beingconsideredfor
sainthood.Abishop
overseesaninitial

investigationandforms
atribunal.Thetribunal
interviewswitnessesand
thecandidateundergoes
examinationbyapanel
oftheologians.The
resultsoftheinvestiga-
tionareforwardedtothe
Vatican,whichgrantsa
NihalObstat,meaning
nothinghinders,andthe
candidateisdeemeda

ServantofGod.

Venerable
Anadvocateforthecause,
calledaPostulator,takes
chargeoftheprocess
andmustprovethatthe
candidatelived"heroic
virtues.Heexamines

documentsandhears

testimoniesanddelivers
hisfindingstothe
CongregationfortheCauses
ofSaintsintheVatican.
Upontheirapproval,the
candidatereceivesthetitle

ofVenerable.

Blessed
Acanonicalinvestigation

isconductedtoverify
onemiraclethatcanbe

attributedtothecandidate's

intercession.Inmostcases,
miraclesaremiraculous

cures.Alternatively,the
Popecanmakea
declarationofmartyrdom.
Afterverificationofa
miracleoradeclarationof

martyrdomthecandidateis
beatifiedandcalledBlessed.

Saint
Aninvestigationis
conductedtoverifya
secondmiracle

(or,inthecaseofaMartyr,
afirstmiracle)thatcan
beattributedtothe
intercessionoftheBlessed.

Thesecondmiracle
normallymustoccurafter
beatification.Afterverifying
themiracle,thecandidateis

canonizedanddeclareda
Saint.


