
The Holy Spirit & the Moral Life 

 

The Promise of the Holy Spirit 

Gospel of John, Chapter 141 

15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, 

and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of 

truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. 

You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.  
 

25 “I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the 

Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and 

remind you of all that I have said to you. 

 

Chapter 16 

7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not 

go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 And 

when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and 

judgment: 9 about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, 

because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 11 about judgment, 

because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 

 

The Gifts of the Holy Spirit 

Isaiah 11 

1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,  

 and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  
2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,  

the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  

the spirit of counsel and might,  

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.  
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

                                                 
1 The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. 1989.  Nashville: Thomas Nelson 

Publishers. 



Prayer for the Seven Gifts of the Spirit 
 
Spirit of God, grant me: 
The gift of wisdom 
To see the world through your eyes, 
The gift of counsel 
To make difficult decisions, 
The gifts of knowledge and understanding To use my mind to know you and 
to love you, The gift of fortitude 
To have the courage to live in the faith Despite the difficulties and 
disappointments, The gift of piety 
To be able to express my special love And commitment to you, 
And the right kind of awesome fear That makes me pause to wonder and 
revere God’s Love. Amen.  

 

Other Gifts of the Spirit 

1 Corinthians 12 

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be 

uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray 

to idols that could not speak. 3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one 

speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say 

“Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.  
4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of 

services, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same 

God who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the 

Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of 

wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to 

another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to 

another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of 

spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 
11 All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one 

individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

 

The Fruits of the Holy Spirit  

Galatians 5 

22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such 

things. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 

passions and desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 
26 Let us not become conceited, competing against one another, envying one another. 

 

The 12 Fruits 

Charity (or love), joy, peace, patience, benignity (or kindness), goodness, longanimity 

(long suffering), mildness, faith, modesty, continency, and chastity. 


