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The Four Gospels: Some Comparative Overview Charts

Historical Background Issues:

GOSPEL acc. to...

MARK

MATTHEW

LUKE

JOHN

WHO: traditionally

“John Mark of Jerusalem”

tax collector & apostle (Mark

physician & companion of

John, son of Zebedee; one

attributed author? (Acts 12:12; 15:37; Col 4:10; [3:18; Matt 9:9; 10:3; Luke Paul (Col 4:14; 2Tim 4:11;  |of 12 apostles (Mark 1:19;
Phim 1:24; 1Pet 5:13) 6:15; Acts 1:13) Phim 1:24) 3:17; cf. John 21:2)

WHO: bilingual (Aramaic & Greek) |bilingual (Aramaic & Greek) |Gentile Christian convert; the “beloved disciple” & his

implied author? second generation Christian; [early Jewish Christian; educated Greek “historian”; | Jewish-Christian followers
“young man” of 14:51-52?  |trained “scribe” of 13:527? client of Theophilus (1:1-4)? |(John 19:35; 21:20-25)

TO WHOM: mostly Gentile Christians, better educated Jews who | wealthier Gentile Christians | very mixed: originally Jews;

implied audience? fairly new in their faith, and  |already believe in Jesus, but [in urban settings, in danger |later also Samaritans,

facing persecutions

argue over the Law

of becoming complacent

Gentiles, etc.

WHERE: written
from and/or to?

probably Rome; possibly
Decapolis, Syria, Alexandria

possibly Galilee; probably in
or near Antioch in Syria

probably Greece; possibly
Syria (Pauline missions)

traditionally Ephesus; maybe
originally Galilee or Syria

WHEN:
approximate date?

very late 60’s or early 70’s
(first written “Gospel”)

late 70’s or 80’s
(core text by Matthew?)

mid to late 80’s
(with “many” earlier sources)

main edition 90’s
(early edition 50’s ?)

WHAT: subtype of
“Gospel” genre?

narrated “good news” (1:1)
about Jesus and his actions

a book of “heritage” (1:1) &
much “teaching” (28:20)

an “orderly account” to attain
“secure knowledge” (1:1-4)

“testimony” and “signs” for
believing (20:30f; 21:24f)

WHY: community
circumstances &
author’s purpose?

to encourage a community
undergoing difficult trials and
persecutions

to teach a community that
has internal divisions and
external enemies

to challenge believers to put
their faith into practice more
fully

to strengthen the identity of
a group ostracized by other
Jews for their faith

Structural and Geographical Comparisons:

GOSPEL acc. to... MARK MATTHEW LUKE JOHN
Introduction: 1:1 1:1—2:23 1:1—2:52 1:1-18 (prologue)
Literary Preface 1:1 (“good news”) XXX 1:1-4 (“orderly account”) 1:1-18 (“Word of God")
Genealogy XXX 1:1-17 [3:23-38] XXX
Infancy Narrative XXX 1:18—2:23 1:56—2:52 [1:14]
Preparatory Episodes: 1:2-13 3:1—4:1 3:1—4:13 1:1-51
John Baptist’s Preaching | 1:2-8 3:1-12 3:1-20 1:19-36
Baptism of Jesus 1:9-11 3:13-17 3:21-22 [1:31-33]
Temptation of Jesus 1:12-13 4:1-11 4:1-13 XXX
Jesus’ Early Ministry, 1:14—8:21 4:12—16:12 4:14—9:17 [Ch. 2A, 4, 6]
mostly to Jews in Galilee:
Initial Preaching 1:14-15 4:12-17 4:14-30 XXX
Call of First Disciples 1:16-20 4:18-22 5:1-11 1:35-51
Outside of Galilee 5:1-20; 7:24—8:13 8:28-34; 15:21-28 8:26-39; xxx XXX
On the Way to Jerusalem |8:22—10:52 16:13—20:34 9:18—19:27 [xxx]
Initial Stages 8:22—9:50 16:13—18:35 9:18-50 [7:1-9]
1st Passion Prediction 8:31-33 16:21-23 9:22 XXX
2nd Passion Prediction 9:30-32 17:22-23 9:43b-45 XXX
To Jerusalem ltself 10:1-52 19:1—20:34 9:51—19:27 [2:13; 5:1; 7:10]
3rd Passion Prediction 10:32-34 20:17-19 18:31-34 XXX
Ministry in Jerusalem 11:1—13:37 21:1—25:46 19:28—21:38 [Ch. 2B—3, 5, 7—12]
Teachings & Disputes 11:1—12:44 21:1—23:39 19:1—21:4 most of this
Eschatological Discourse | 13:1-37 24:1-36 21:5-36 XXX
Passion Week 14:1—15:47 26:1—27:66 22:1—23:56 13:1—19:42
Last Supper 14:17-31 26:20-35 22:14-38 13:1—17:26
Crucifixion 15:22-41 27:33-56 23:33-49 19:17-37
Resurrection Narrative 16:1-8 28:1-20 24:1-53 20:1-31
Empty Tomb Story 16:1-8 28:1-8 24:1-12 20:1-13
Appearance Stories XXX 28:9-10, 16-20 24:13-53 20:14-31
Additions [16:9-20 added later] 21:1-25 [second ending]
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