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united to the Church of Rome in order to 

maintain the Apostolic Tradition. He then 

lists all the bishops of Rome up to his time.24

St. Irenaeus presents this teaching as 

something taken for granted by orthodox 

Christians. 

For 250 years, the Roman Emperors tried 

to destroy Christianity through persecution. 
In the first 200 years of Christianity, every 

Pope but one was martyred-the Romans 

certainly knew who the head of the Church 

was! 

A Roman Emperor's greatest fear was a 

rival to the throne. Nevertheless, the emperor 
Decius (AD 249-251 ), one of 

the harshest persecutors of 

the early Christian Church, 

made the following remark: 

"I would far rather receive 

news of a rival 

to  the throne 

than of another 

bishop ofRome."25 Decius said 

this after he had executed Pope 

Fabian in AD 250. 

24 St. Irenaeus was bishop of Lyons from about AD 
180-200. He is considered one of the greatest theologians
of the immediate post-Apostolic period. In his work
Against Heresies, St. Irenaeus makes the following
statement about the Church of Rome and the successors
of St. Peter: "But since it would be too long to enumer­
ate in such a small volume as this the successions of all
the Churches, we shall confound all those who, in
whatever manner, whether through self-satisfaction or
vainglory, or through blindness and wicked opinion,
assemble other than where it is proper, by pointing out
here the successions of the bishops of the greatest and
most ancient Church known to all, founded and organized
at Rome by the two most glorious Apostles, Peter and
Paul, that Church which has the tradition and the faith
which comes down to us after having been announced
to men by the Apostles. For with this Church, because
of its superior origin, all the Churches must agree, that

REASON 

Finally, appeal to reason. Ask this question. 

Suppose that the owner of a company had 

called all the employees together and 

announced that he was going to be gone for 

a while. During his absence, he was going 

to give the keys of the company to his vice­

president, Frank, and that whatever Frank 

commanded would be backed by him. Would 

you have any doubt that Frank was going to 

be in charge of the company while the boss 
was away? Of course not! Then why can't 

Protestants accept that this is exactly what 

is described in Mt 16: 13-19? 

is, all the faithful in the whole world; and it is in her that
the faithful everywhere have maintained the Apostolic 
tradition" (3, 3, 2; Jurgens, #210). St. Irenaeus then goes 
on to name all the Popes succeeding Peter up to his 
time-twelve in all (3, 3, 3; Jurgens, #211). The complete 
list of Popes from St. Peter to Pope Benedict XVI-266 
in all-can be found in any public library (see list on 
following pages, from "The List of Popes," Catholic 
Encyclopedia (New York: Robert Appleton Company, 
1911). Retrieved August 5, 2010 from New Advent: 
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/l 2272b .htm). 
25 Christian History, Issue 27 entitled "Persecution in 
the Early Church" (1990, Volume IX, No. 3), 22. 

LIST OF POPES (FROMYEAR32T0984) 

1. St. Peter (32-67)
2. St. Linus (67-76)
3. St. Anacletus (Cletus) (76-88)
4. St. Clement I (88-97)
5. St. Evaristus (97-105)
6. St. Alexander I (105-115)
7. St. Sixtus I (115-125) aka Xystus I
8. St. Telesphorus (125-136)
9. St. Hyginus (136-140)
10. St. Pius I (140-155)
11. St. Anicetus (155-166)
12. St. Soter (166-175)
13. St. Eleutherius (175-189)
14. St. Victor I (189-199)
15. St. Zephyrinus (199-217)
16. St. Callistus I (217-22) Callistus and the

following three popes were opposed by St.
Hippolytus, antipope (217-236)

17. St. Urban I (222-30)
18. St. Pontain (230-35)
19. St. Anterus (235-36)
20. St. Fabian (236-50)
21. St. Cornelius (251-53)

Opposed by Novatian, antipope (251) 

22. St. Lucius I (253-54)
23. St. Stephen I (254-257)
24. St. Sixtus II (257-258)
25. St. Dionysius (260-268)
26. St. Felix I (269-274)
27. St. Eutychian (275-283)
28. St. Caius (283-296) aka Gaius
29. St. Marcellinus (296-304)
30. St. Marcellus I (308-309)
31. St. Eusebius (309 or 310)
32. St. Miltiades (311-14)
33. St. Sylvester I (314-35)
34. St. Marcus (336)
35. St. Julius I (337-52)
36. Liberius (352-66)

Opposed by Felix II, antipope (355-365)

37. St. Damasus I (366-83)
Opposed by Ursicinus, antipope (366-367)

38. St. Siricius (384-99)
39. St. Anastasi us I (399-401)
40. St. Innocent I (401-17)
41. St. Zosimus (417-18)
42. St. Boniface I (418-22) 

Opposed by Eulalius, antipope (418-419) 

43. St. Celestine I (422-32)
44. St. Sixtus Ill (432-40)
45. St. Leo I (the Great) (440-61)
46. St. Hilarius (461-68)

47. St. Simplicius (468-83)
48. St. Felix Ill (II) (483-92)
49. St. Gelasius I (492-96)
50. Anastasius II (496-98)
51. St. Symmachus (498-514)

Opposed by Laurenti us, antipope (498-501)

52. St. Hormisdas (514-23)
53. St. John I (523-26)
54. St. Felix IV (Ill) (526-30)
55. Boniface II (530-32)

Opposed by Dioscorus, antipope (530) 

56. John II (533-35)
57. St. Agapetus I (535-36) aka Agapitus 1
58. St. Silverius (536-37)
59. Vigilius (537-55)
60. Pelagius I (556-61)
61. John Ill (561-7 4)
62. Benedict I (575-79)
63. Pelagius II (579-90)
64. St. Gregory I (the Great)

(590-604)
65. Sabinian (604-606)
66. Boniface Ill (607)
67. St. Boniface IV (608-15)
68. St. Deusdedit (Adeodatus I) (615-18)
69. Boniface V (619-25)
70. Honorius I (625-38)
71. Severinus (640)
72. John IV (640-42)
73. Theodore I (642-49)
7 4. St. Martin I (649-55)
75. St. Eugene I (655-57)
76. St. Vitalian (657-72)
77. Adeodatus (II) (672-76)
78. Do nus (676-78)
79. St. Agatho (678-81)
80. St. Leo II (682-83)
81. St. Benedict II (684-85)
82. John V (685-86)
83. Conon (686-87)
84. St. Sergius I (687-701) Opposed by

Theodore and Paschal, antipopes (687)

85. John VI (701-05)
86. John VII (705-07)
87. Sisinnius (708)
88. Constantine (708-15)
89. St. Gregory II (715-31) 
90. St. Gregory Ill (731-41)
91. St. Zachary (7 41-52)
92. Stephen II (752) Because he died

before being consecrated, many authoritative
lists omit him

93. Stephen Ill (752-57)
94. St. Paul I (757-67)
95. Stephen IV (767 -72)

Opposed by Constantine II (767) and
Philip (768), antipopes (767) 

96. Adrian I (772-95)
97. St. Leo Ill (795-816)
98. Stephen V (816-17)
99. St. Paschal I (817-24)
100. Eugene II (824-27)
101. Valentine (827)
102. Gregory IV (827-44)
103. Sergius II (844-47)

Opposed by John, antipope (855)

104. St. Leo IV (847-55)
105. Benedict Ill (855-58) Opposed by

Anastasius, antipope (855) 

106. St. Nicholas I (the Great) (858-67)
107.Adrian II (867-72)
108. John VIII (872-82)
109. Marinus I (882-84)
110. St. Adrian Ill (884-85)
111. Stephen VI (885-91)
112. Formosus (891-96)
113. Boniface VI (896)
114. Stephen VII (896-97)
115. Romanus (897)
116. Theodore II (897)
117. John IX (898-900)
118. Benedict IV (900-03)
119. Leo V (903) Opposed by Christopher,

antipope (903-904)

120. Sergius Ill (904-11)
121. Anastasius Ill (911-13)
122. Lando (913-14)
123. John X (914-28)
124. Leo VI (928)
125. Stephen VIII (929-31)
126. John XI (931-35)
127. Leo VII (936-39)
128. Stephen IX (939-42)
129. Marinus II (942-46)
130. Agapetus II (946-55)
131.John XII (955-63)
132. Leo VIII (963-64)
133. Benedict V (964)
134. John XIII (965-72)
135. Benedict VI (973-7 4)
136. Benedict VII (97 4-83) Benedict and

John XIV were opposed by Boniface VII,
antipope (97 4; 984-985)

137. John XIV (983-84)






