
The Call of Jeremiah
(Jeremiah 1, 36)
St. Raymondʼs Adult Bible Study
T. Hoerner



Jeremiah 1:1-3

1 The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, of the priests 
who were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, 2 to whom 
the word of the Lord came in the days of King Josiah son 
of Amon of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. 3 It 
came also in the days of King Jehoiakim son of Josiah of 
Judah, and until the end of the eleventh year of King 
Zedekiah son of Josiah of Judah, until the captivity of 
Jerusalem in the fifth month.
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4 Now the word of the Lord came 
to me saying…



4 Now the word of the Lord came 
to me saying…



5 “Before I formed you in the womb 
I knew you,

and before you were born 
I consecrated you;

I appointed you a prophet to the 
nations.”



29:11

 For surely I know the plans I have 
for you, says the Lord, plans for 
your welfare and not for harm, to 
give you a future with hope.



29:10-14

 10 For thus says the Lord: Only when Babylon's seventy years are 
completed will I visit you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and 
bring you back to this place. 11 For surely I know the plans I have 
for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to 
give you a future with hope. 12 Then when you call upon me and 
come and pray to me, I will hear you. 13 When you search for me, 
you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, 14 I will let you 
find me, says the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather 
you from all the nations and all the places where I have driven 
you, says the Lord, and I will bring you back to the place from 
which I sent you into exile.



Psalm 46:10

Be still, and know that I am God.





Psalm 46:8-10

8 Come, behold the works of the Lord;
see what desolations he has brought on the earth.
9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;
he burns the shields with fire.
10 “Be still, and know that I am God!
I am exalted among the nations,
I am exalted in the earth.”
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Galatians 1:14-16

14 I advanced in Judaism beyond many among my 
people of the same age, for I was far more zealous 
for the traditions of my ancestors. 15 But when God, 
who had set me apart before I was born and called 
me through his grace, was pleased 16 to reveal his 
Son to me, so that I might proclaim him among the 
Gentiles…
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Galatians 1:14-16

14 I advanced in Judaism beyond many among my 
people of the same age, for I was far more zealous 
for the traditions of my ancestors. 15 But when God, 
who had set me apart before I was born and called 
me through his grace, was pleased 16 to reveal his 
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Screwtape Letters, Letter XXXI (The End)
The dim consciousness of friends about him which had haunted his
solitudes from infancy was now at last explained; that central
music in every pure experience which had always just evaded
memory was now at last recovered. Recognition made him free of
their company almost before the limbs of his corpse became quiet.
Only you were left outside.
He saw not only Them; he saw Him. This animal, this thing
begotten in a bed, could look on Him. What is blinding,
suffocating fire to you, is now cool light to him, is clarity itself,
and wears the form of a Man.



Isaiah 49:15-16

15 Can a woman forget her nursing child,
or show no compassion for the child of her womb?
Even these may forget,
yet I will not forget you.
16 See, I have inscribed you on the palms of my hands;
your walls are continually before me.



Luke 1:39-43

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a 
Judean town in the hill country, 40 where she entered the 
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth 
heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with 
a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb…  44 For as soon as I heard the sound of 
your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 



Luke 1:39-43

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a 
Judean town in the hill country, 40 where she entered the 
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth 
heard Mary's greeting, the child (βρέφος) leaped in her womb. 
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed 
with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed 
is the fruit of your womb…  44 For as soon as I heard the sound 
of your greeting, the child (βρέφος) in my womb leaped for joy. 



Jeremiah 1:6-8

6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know 
how to speak, for I am only a boy.” 
7 But the Lord said to me,
“Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’;
for you shall go to all to whom I send you,
and you shall speak whatever I command you.
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Jeremiah 1:6-8

6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know 
how to speak, for I am only a [lad].” 
7 But the Lord said to me,
“Do not say, ‘I am only a lad’;
for you shall go to all to whom I send you,
and you shall speak whatever I command you.



Exodus 4:10-12

10 But Moses said to the Lord, “O my Lord, I have never 
been eloquent, neither in the past nor even now that 
you have spoken to your servant; but I am slow of 
speech and slow of tongue.” 11 Then the Lord said to 
him, “Who gives speech to mortals? Who makes them 
mute or deaf, seeing or blind? Is it not I, the Lord? 12 
Now go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you 
what you are to speak.” 
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Jeremiah 1:9

Then the Lord put out his hand and 
touched my mouth; and the Lord 
said to me,
“Now I have put my words in your 
mouth.



St. Anthony’s Tongue



Jeremiah 1:9

Then the Lord put out his hand and 
touched my mouth; and the Lord 
said to me,
“Now I have put my words in your 
mouth.”



Luke 21: 12-15 

12 “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and 
persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues 
and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and 
governors because of my name. 13 This will give you an 
opportunity to testify. 14 So make up your minds not to 
prepare your defense in advance; 15 for I will give you 
words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will 
be able to withstand or contradict.





10 See, today I appoint you over nations and over 
kingdoms,
to pluck up and to pull down,
to destroy and to overthrow,
to build and to plant.”

רְאֵה הִפְקַדְתִּי˃ הַיּוֹם הַזּהֶ

עַל-הַגּוֹיםִ וְעַל-הַמַּמְלָכוֹת

לִנתְוֹשׁ וְלִנתְוֹץ וּלְהַאֲבִיד וְלַהֲרוֹס--לִבְנוֹת וְלִנטְוֹעַ 
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2 Corinthians 10:3-5

3 Indeed, we live as human beings, but we do not wage 
war according to human standards; 4 for the weapons 
of our warfare are not merely human, but they have 
divine power to destroy strongholds. We destroy 
arguments 5 and every proud obstacle raised up 
against the knowledge of God, and we take every 
thought captive to obey Christ. 
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1 Corinthians 3:5-7

5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants 
through whom you came to believe, as the 
Lord assigned to each. 6 I planted, Apollos 
watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So 
neither the one who plants nor the one who 
waters is anything, but only God who gives the 
growth.



Two Images

Almond Branch

“I see a branch of an 
almond tree.”

Boiling Pot

“I see a boiling pot, 
tilted away from the 
north.”Shaqeid - almond tree

Shoqeid - watching over

שָׁקֵד      שׁקֵֹד



Jeremiah’s Thesis Statement (1:15)

1:15

“And I will utter my 
judgments against them, 
for all their wickedness in 
forsaking me; they have 
made offerings to other 
gods, and worshiped the 
works of their own hands. 

2:13

“my people have committed 
two evils:
they have forsaken me,
the fountain of living water,
and dug out cisterns for 
themselves,
cracked cisterns
that can hold no water.”



Jeremiah 1:17-19

17 But you, gird up your loins; stand up and tell 
them everything that I command you. Do not 
break down before them, or I will break you 
before them. 18 And I for my part have made 
you today a fortified city, an iron pillar, and a 
bronze wall, against the whole land—against the 
kings of Judah, its princes, its priests, and the 
people of the land. 



Jeremiah 1:19

8 “Do not be afraid of them,
for I am with you to deliver you,”
says the Lord.
19 They will fight against you; but they shall not 
prevail against you, for I am with you, says the 
Lord, to deliver you.



“Do Not Be Afraid”

Joshua 1:9
I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be 
frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you 
wherever you go.
Acts of the Apostles 18:9-10
9 One night the Lord said to Paul in a vision, “Do not be afraid, 
but speak and do not be silent; 10 for I am with you, and no one 
will lay a hand on you to harm you, for there are many in this city 
who are my people.”



Jeremiah 36 (Jeremiah Becomes a Book)

2 Take a scroll and write on it all the 
words that I have spoken to you 
against Israel and Judah and all the 
nations, from the day I spoke to you, 
from the days of Josiah until today.



Jeremiah 36 (Jeremiah Becomes a Book)

3 It may be that when the house of 
Judah hears of all the disasters that I 
intend to do to them, all of them may 
turn from their evil ways, so that I may 
forgive their iniquity and their sin.



Jeremiah 36 (Jeremiah Becomes a Book)

4 Then Jeremiah called Baruch son of 
Neriah, and Baruch wrote on a scroll at 
Jeremiah's dictation all the words of 
the Lord that he had spoken to him





Jeremiah 36 (Jeremiah Becomes a Book)

5 And Jeremiah ordered Baruch, saying, “I am prevented from 
entering the house of the Lord; 6 so you go yourself, and on a 
fast day in the hearing of the people in the Lord's house you 
shall read the words of the Lord from the scroll that you have 
written at my dictation. You shall read them also in the hearing 
of all the people of Judah who come up from their towns. 7 It 
may be that their plea will come before the Lord, and that all of 
them will turn from their evil ways, for great is the anger and 
wrath that the Lord has pronounced against this people.” 



Jeremiah 36 (Jeremiah Becomes a Book)

14 Then all the officials sent Jehudi son of Nethaniah son 
of Shelemiah son of Cushi to say to Baruch, “Bring the 
scroll that you read in the hearing of the people, and 
come.” So Baruch son of Neriah took the scroll in his 
hand and came to them. 15 And they said to him, “Sit 
down and read it to us.” So Baruch read it to them. 16 
When they heard all the words, they turned to one 
another in alarm, and said to Baruch, “We certainly must 
report all these words to the king.”



Jeremiah 36 (Jeremiah Becomes a Book)

21 Then the king sent Jehudi to get the scroll, and he took it 
from the chamber of Elishama the secretary; and Jehudi read it 
to the king and all the officials who stood beside the king. 22 
Now the king was sitting in his winter apartment (it was the 
ninth month), and there was a fire burning in the brazier 
before him. 23 As Jehudi read three or four columns, the king 
would cut them off with a penknife and throw them into the 
fire in the brazier, until the entire scroll was consumed in the 
fire that was in the brazier.



Jeremiah 36 (Jeremiah Becomes a Book)
 24 Yet neither the king, nor any of his servants who 
heard all these words, was alarmed, nor did they 
tear their garments. 25 Even when Elnathan and 
Delaiah and Gemariah urged the king not to burn 
the scroll, he would not listen to them. 26 And the 
king commanded Jerahmeel the king's son and 
Seraiah son of Azriel and Shelemiah son of Abdeel 
to arrest the secretary Baruch and the prophet 
Jeremiah. But the Lord hid them.



Jeremiah 36 (Jeremiah Becomes a Book)

 32 Then Jeremiah took another scroll and 
gave it to the secretary Baruch son of 
Neriah, who wrote on it at Jeremiah's 
dictation all the words of the scroll that 
King Jehoiakim of Judah had burned in the 
fire; and many similar words were added 
to them.



St. Faustina’s Diary



Schedule

Next Class:

Ezekiel 1-3


