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PRAYER BEFORE READING THE BIBLE
SHINE within my heart, Loving Master, the pure
light of Your Divine knowledge, and open the eyes of
my mind that I may understand Your teaching. Instill
in me reverence for Your commandments, so that
having conquered my sinful desires, I may pursue a
spiritual way of life, thinking and doing all those
things that are pleasing in Your sight. For You, Christ
our God, are my light and my life, and to You we
render glory together with Your Eternal Father " and
Your All-Holy Spirit, now and always, and forever and
ever. Amen.

+ O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.















Acts of the Apostles 17:16-17
Now while Paul was waiting for them at

Athens, his spirit was provoked within
him as he saw that the city was full of
idols. So he argued In the synagogue
with the Jews and the devout persons,
and in the market place every day
with those who chanced to be there.




Acts of the Apostles 17:18
Some also of the Epicurean and Stoic

philosophers met him. And some said,
“What would this babbler say?” Others
sald, "He seems to be a preacher of
foreign divinities” because he
preached Jesus and the resurrection.




Acts of the Apostles 17:19-20
And they took hold of him and brought

nim to the Areopagus, saying, "May we
Know what this new teaching is which
you present? For you bring some
strange things to our ears; we wish to

know therefore what these things
mean.’
















Acts of the Apostles 17:21
Now all the Athenians and the

foreigners who lived there
spent their time in nothing
except telling or hearing
something new.



Acts of the Apostles 17:22

So Paul, standing in the
middle of the Areopagus,
said: "Men of Athens, |
perceive that in every way
you are very religious.’



Acts of the Apostles 17:23
For as | passed along, and

observed the objects of your
worship, | found also an altar with
this inscription, “To an unknown
god. \What therefore you worship
as unknown, this | proclaim to you.



Acts of the Apostles 17:26-27
He made from one every nation

of men to live on all the face of
the earth, having determined
allotted periods and the
boundaries of their habitation..



Acts of the Apostles 17:26-27

.that they should seek
God, In the hope that
they might feel after
him and find him.



Acts of the Apostles 17:27-28
Yet he is not far from each one of us,

for

In him we live and move and have our
being’;

as even some of your poets have said,
For we are indeed his offspring.




CCC1
God, infinitely perfect and blessed In

himself, in a plan of sheer goodness
freely created man to make him
share in his own blessed life. For this
reason, at every time and In every
place, God draws close to man.




CCC1
He calls man to seek him, to know him, to

ove him with all his strength. He calls
together all men, scattered and divided
by sin, into the unity of his family, the
Church. To accomplish this, when the
fullness of time had come, God sent his
Son as Redeemer and Saviour.




CCC1

In his Son and through him,
he Invites men to become, In
the Holy Spirit, his adopted
children and thus heirs of
his blessed life.



Acts of the Apostles 17:27-28
Yet he Is not far from each one of us,

for

'In him we live and move and have
our being’;

as even some of your poets have said,
'For we are indeed his offspring.



Cretica, Epimenides of Knossos (6th century B.C.).

They fashioned a tomb for thee, O holy and
high one -

The Cretans, always liars, evil beasts, idle
pellies!

But thou art not dead; thou livest and abidest
forever.

For in thee we live and move and have our
being.



Phaenomena 5, Aratus of Soli (c.315-240 BC)

't Is with Zeus that every
one of us in every way
has to do, for we are
also his offspring.



Acts of the Apostles 17:30-31

The times of ignorance God
overlooked, but now he commands all

men everywhere to
nas fixed a day on w

repe

NIch

Nt, because he

ne will judge

the world In righteousness by a man

whom he has appointed..



Acts of the Apostles 17:30-31

.and of this he has
given assurance to all
men by raising him
from the dead.’



Lamentations of Great and Holy Saturday

Rise, O Lord of Mercy,
raising us up also
who languish deep In
Hades.



Acts of the Apostles 17:32-34

Now when they heard of the
resurrection of the dead, some
mocked; but others said, "We will
hear you again about this.” So
Paul went out from among them.



Acts of the Apostles 17:32-34
But some men joined him and

pbelieved, among them
Dionysius the Areopagite and
a woman named Damaris and
others with them.
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Works of Dionysius the Areopagite

- Divine Names

- Celestial Hierarchy

- Ecclesiastical Hierarchy
- Mystical Theology









1 Corinthians 2:1-2
When | came to you, brethren, | did

not come proclaiming to you the
testimony of God in lofty words or
wisdom. For | decided to know
nothing among you except Jesus
Christ and him crucified.
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Titus 1:1-2
Paul, a servant of God and an apostle

of Jesus Christ, to further the faith of
God's elect and their knowledge of the
truth which accords with godliness, In
nope of eternal life which God, who
never lies, promised ages ago..




Titus 1:3
.and at the proper time

manifested in his word through
the preaching with which | have
been entrusted by command of
God our Savior.



Titus 1:4

To Titus, my true child In a
common faith: Grace and
peace from God the Father
and Christ Jesus our Savior.



Emperor Titus Flavius Vespasianus




2 Corinthians 8:23

As for Titus, he is my partner
and fellow worker Iin your
service; and as for our brethren,
they are messengers of the
churches, the glory of Christ



Galatians 2:1

| went up again to
Jerusalem with
Barnabas, taking Titus
along with me.



Galatians 2:2-3
| laid before them (but privately before
those who were of repute) the gospel
which | preach among the Gentiles, lest
somehow | should be running or had run
in vain. But even Titus, who was with
me, was hot compelled to be
circumcised, though he was a Greek.



Titus 1.5

This is why | left you in Crete,
that you might amend what
was defective, and appoint
elders in every town as |
directed you.
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Iliad 2.645
The famous spearsman Idomeneus led

the Cretans, who held Knossos, and the
well-walled city of Gortys,; Lyktos also,
Miletus and Lykastos that lies upon the
chalk; the populous towns of Phaistos and
Rhytium, with the other peoples that
dwelt in the hundred cities of Crete.
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Titus 1.5

This is why | left you In Crete,
that you might amend what
was defective, and appoint
elders in every town as |
directed you.




Hebrews 12:12-13

Therefore lift your drooping hands
and strengthen your weak knees,
and make straight paths for your
feet, so that what is lame may

not be put out of joint but rather
be healed.



Titus 1.5

This is why | left you In Crete,
that you might amend what
was defective, and appoint
elders in every town as |
directed you.


















Titus 1

.If any man is blameless, the
husband of one wife, and his
children are believers and not
open to the charge of being
profligate or insubordinate.



_Titus 1:7-8
-or a bishop, as God's steward, must

oe blameless; he must not be
arrogant or quick-tempered or a
drunkard or violent or greedy for gain,
but hospitable, a lover of goodness,
master of himself, upright, holy, and
self-controlled..




LXX Exodus 18:21-22

And you, search for
yourself from all the people
capable, god-fearing men,
righteous men, who hate
arrogance,



LXX Exodus 18:21-22
.and you shall set them over

them as officers of thousands and
officers of hundreds and officers
of fifties and officers of tens, and
they shall judge the people
every season.




LXX Exodus 18:21-22
Now the burdensome matter they

shall bring to you, but the smaller
matters of judgment they
themselves shall judge, and they
will make it easier for you, and
they will help you.



LXX Deuteronomy 16:18
You shall appoint for yourselves

judges and recorders in all your
cities that the Lord your God Is
giving you, by tribe, and they shall
render just decisions for the
people.




LXX Ezra 7:25
.appoint scribes and

judges so that they may be
judging in the interest of all
the people who are In the
area beyond the river..



1 Clement 4:10-12
Jealousy compelled Moses to flee from

the face of Pharaoh king of

Egypt while it was said to him by his
own countryman, Who made

thee a judge or a decider over us,
Wouldest thou slay me, even as
yesterday thou slewest the Egyptian?




1 Clement 4:10-12

By reason of jealousy Aaron and
Miriam were lodged outside the
camp. Jealousy brought Dathan and
Abiram down alive to hades,
because they made sedition against
Moses the servant of God.




1 Clement 42:4-5

SO preaching everywhere in country
and town, they appointed their
firstfruits, when they had proved

them by the Spirit, to be
and deacons unto them t
believe.
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1 Clement 42:4-5
And this they did in no new fashion; for

indeed it had been written concerning
oiIshops and deacons from very ancient
times; for thus saith the scripture in a
certain place, | will appoint their
bishops in righteousness and their
deacons In faith.




Titus 1.9

.he must hold firm to the sure
word as taught, so that he may
be able to give instruction in
sound doctrine and also to
confute those who contradict it.



Titus 1:10-11
For there are many insubordinate men,

empty talkers and deceivers,
especially the circumcision party; they
must be silenced, since they are
upsetting whole families by teaching
for base gain what they have no right to
teach.




Titus 1:12-13
One of themselves

. a prophet of

their own, said, “Cretans are
always liars, evil beasts, lazy

gluttons.” This test
herefore rebuke t

imony Is true.
nem sharply, that

they may be sounc

iNn the faith.



Cretica, Epimenides of Knossos (6th century B.C.).

They fashioned a tomb for thee, O holy and
high one -

The Cretans, always liars, evil beasts, idle
bellies!

But thou art not dead:; thou livest and abidest
forever.

For In thee we live and move and have our
being.



Titus 1:14-15
.Instead of giving heed to Jewish

myths or to commands of men who
reject the truth. To the pure all things

are pure, but to the corrupt and
unbelieving nothing is pure; thel
MINdsS and consclences are corru

rvery

oted.



Titus 1:16

They profess to know
God, but they deny
NiM by their deeds..



Titus 2:7-8
Show yourself in all respects a model

of good deeds, and in your teaching
show integrity, gravity, and sounc
speech that cannot be censured, so
that an opponent may be put to shame,
having nothing evil to say of us.




Titus 2:11-12
-or the grace of God has appeared

for the salvation of all men, training
us to renounce irreligion and
worldly passions, and to live sober,
upright, and godly lives in this
world..




Titus 2:13-14
.awalting our blessed hope, the

appearing of the glory of our great
God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave
himself for us to redeem us from all
iniquity and to purity for himself a
neople of his own who are zealous for
good deeds.




Titus 2:15

Declare these things;
exhort and reprove with
all authority. Let no one
disregard you.



Titus 3:5-6
He saved us, not because of deec

S

done by us In righteousness, but |
virtue of his own mercy, by the
washing of regeneration and ren

1

ewal

in the Holy Spirit, which he poured out
upon us richly through Jesus Christ our

Savior.



Titus 3:9

But avoid stupid
controversies, genealogies,
dissensions, and quarrels
over the law, for they are
unprofitable and futile.



Titus 3:10-11
As for a man who is factious, after

admonishing him once or twice,
have nothing more to do with him,
knowing that such a person is
perverted and sinful; he is
self-condemned.



a man who is factious

OLLPETIKOV AVOpmTOV
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The Confessions
of
St. Patrick



Confessions of Patrick, para. 1

My hame Is Patrick. | am a
sinner, a simple country
person, and the least of all
believers. | am looked down
upon by many.



Confessions of Patrick, para. 1
My father was Calpornius. He was a

deacon: his father was Potitus, a
priest, who lived at Bannavem

Taburniae. F

IS home was near there,

and that is w
prisoner.

nere | was taken



Confessions of Patrick, para. 1

| was about sixteen at the
time. At that time, | did not
know the true God. | was taken
into captivity in Ireland, along
with thousands of others.



Confessions of Patrick, para. 1
We would not listen to our priests, who

advised us about how we could be saved.
he Lord brought his strong anger upon
us, and scattered us among many nations
even to the ends of the earth. It was
among foreigners that it was seen how
little | was.




Confessions of Patrick, para. 2
It was there that the Lord opened up my

awareness of my

_ord my God, and

ignorance.

ack of faith. Even though
it came about late, | recognised my
failings. So | turned with all my heart to the

ne looked down on my

owliness and had mercy on my youthful



Confessions of Patrick, para. 2

He guarded me before | knew him,
and before | came to wisdom and
could distinguish between gooc
and evil. He protected me and
consoled me as a father does for
his son.




Confessions of Patrick, para. 3

hat Is why | cannot be silent - nor
would It be good to do so - about
such great blessings and such a gift
that the Lord so kindly bestowed in
the land of my captivity.




Confessions of Patrick, para. 3

This is how we can repay such
blessings, when our lives change
and we come to know God, to
praise and bear withess to his great

wonders before every nation under
heaven.



Confessions of Patrick, para. 6

Although | am imperfect in
many ways, | want my brothers
and relations to know what I'm
really like, so that they can see
what it Is that inspires my life.



Confessions of Patrick, para. 9

This is why | have long
thought to write, but up to
now | have hesitated,
because | feared what
people would say.



Confessions of Patrick, para. 9

N

1S

othe

both
d never had to change their way of

aln

IS because | did not learn as

s did, who drank in equally well
the law and the sacred writings,

speaking since childhood, but always
grew better and better at It.



Confessions of Patrick, para. 9

-or me, however, my speech and
words have been translated into a
foreign language, as it can be easily
seen from my writings the standard
of the instruction and learning |
have had.




Confessions of Patrick, para. 10

However, even though there's
truth iIn my excuse, it gets me
nowhere. Now, in my old age, |
want to do what | was unable to
do in my youth.



Confessions of Patrick, para. 11

The Spirit is a withess
that what is of the
countryside Is also
created by the Most High!



Confessions of Patrick, para. 12

So | am first of all a simple
country person, a refugee,
and unlearned. | do not know
how to provide for the future.



Confessions of Patrick, para. 12

But thi

was b

s | know for certain, that before |

rought low, | was like a stone

lying deep In the mud. Then he who Is

oowerful came and in his mercy pulled
me out, and lifted me up and placed
me on the very top of the wall.




Confessions of Patrick, para. 12

That is why | must shout aloud In
return to the Lord for such great
good deeds of his, here and how
and forever, which the human
Mind cannot measure.



Confessions of Patrick, para. 16

After | arrived In Ireland, | tended
sheep every day, and | prayed
frequently during the day. More
and more the love of God

increased, and my sense of awe
before God.



Confessions of Patrick, para. 16

Faith grew, and my spirit was moved,
so that in one day | would pray up to

one hundred times, and at

perhaps the same. | even remained in

the woods and on the mou

would rise to pray before ¢
and ice and rain.

night

ntain, and |
awn IN SNow



Confessions of Patrick, para. 16

| never felt the worse for it
and | never felt lazy - as |
realise now, the spirit was
ourning In me at that time.



Confessions of Patrick, para. 17

't was there one night in my
sleep that | heard a voice
saying to me: "You have fasted
well. Very soon you will return
to your native country.



Confessions of Patrick, para. 17
Again after a short while, | heard a

someone saying to me: “Look - your
ship is ready.” It was not nearby, but a
good two hundred miles away. | had
never been to the place, nor did |
KNOW anyone there.




Confessions of Patrick, para. 17
So | ran away then, and left the man

with whom | had been for six years. It
was in the strength of God that | went
- God who turned the direction of my
life to good; | feared nothing while |
was on the journey to that ship.




Confessions of Patrick, para. 18

he day

arrived, the ship was about

to leave

he place. | said | needed to

set sall with them, but the captain
was not at all pleased. He replied
unpleasantly and angrily: "Don't you
dare try to come with us.’




Confessions of Patrick, para. 18

began to pray while | was going; and
pefore | even finished the prayer, | heard
one of them shout aloud at me: "Come
quickly - those men are calling you!” |
turned back right away, and they began to
say to me: "Come - well trust you. Prove
youre our friend in any way you wish.




Confessions of Patrick, para. 18

o

God. They were pagans, and |
they might come to faith in Jesus
nrist. This is how | got to go with
em, and we set sail right away.

C
th

nat day, | refused to suck the

reasts, because of my revere

Ir

nce for

noped



Confessions of Patrick, para. 19

After three days we made it to
land, and then for twenty eight
days we travelled through a
wilderness. Food ran out, and
great hunger came over them.



Confessions of Patrick, para. 19
The captain turned to me and said: "What

about this, Christian? You tell us that your
God is great and all-powerful - why can't
you pray for us, since we're in a bad
state with hunger? There's no sign of us
finding a human being anywherel!’




Confessions of Patrick, para. 19
Then | said to them with some confidence:

“Turn in faith with all your hearts to the
Lord my God, because nothing is
iImpossible for him, so that he may put
food in your way - even enough to make
you fully satisfied! He has an abundance

everywhere’



Confessions of Patrick, para. 19
With the help of God, this is actually what
happened! A herd of pigs appeared in the
way before our eyes! They killed many of
them and there they remained for two
nights, and were fully restored, and the
dogs too were filled.




Confessions of Patrick, para. 19

From this day on, they had plenty of food.
They also found some wild honey, and
offered some of it to me. However, one of
them said: "This honey must have been
offered In sacrifice to a god.” Thanks be to
God, from then on | tasted none of it.




Confessions of Patrick, para. 23
A few years later | was again with my

parents in Britain. They welcomed me as a
son, and they pleaded with me that, after
all the many tribulations | had undergone, |
should never leave them again.




Confessions of Patrick, para. 23
It was while | was there that | saw, in a

vision in the night, a man whose name was
Victoricus coming as it were from Ireland
with so many letters they could not be
counted. He gave me one of these, and |
read the beginning of the letter, the voice
of the Irish people.



Confessions of Patrick, para. 23
While | was reading out the beginning of

the letter, | thought | heard at that moment
the voice of those who were beside the
wood of Voclut, near the western sea. They
called out as it were with one voice: "We
beg you, holy boy, to come and walk again
among us.’




Confessions of Patrick, para. 23

NIS
| cou

‘ouched my heart deeply, and

d not read any further; | woke

up then. Thanks be to God, after
many years the Lord granted them
what they were calling for.




John 1:9-11

ma
Nt

through hi

Ne WOr

d, a

ng |

Nd t

he true light that enlightens every
N was comi

Nto the world. He was

ne world was made

M, yet the world knew him
not. He came to his own home, and his
own people received him not.



Romans 5:8-10

But God shows his love for us in that
while we were yet sinners Christ died
for us... For if while we were enemies we
were reconciled to God by the death of

NS Son, Muc
reconciled, s

N more, now thal

L We are

nall we be savec

by his life.



Acts 16:8-10

S0, passing by Mysia, they went down
to Troas. And a vision appeared to
Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia

was standing there, urging hi

ik

saying, ‘Come over to Macec
help us.’

and

O

Nla and



Confessions of Patrick, para. 24
Another night - | do not know, God knows,

whether it was within me or beside me - |
neard authoritative words which | could
near but not understand, until at the end of
the speech it became clear: "The one who
gave his life for you, he it is who speaks In
you"; and | awoke full of joy.




Confessions of Patrick, para. 37
bore many persecutions, even chains, so

that | could give up my freeborn state for
the sake of others. If | be worthy, | am ready
even to give up my life most willingly here
and now for his name. It is there that | wish
to spend my life until | die, if the Lord
should grant it to me.




Confessions of Patrick, para. 38
| am greatly in debt to God. He gave me such

great grace, that through me, many people
should be born again in God and brought to
full life. Also that clerics should be ordained
everywhere for this people who have lately
come to believe, and who the Lord has taken

from the ends of the earth.



Confessions of Patrick, para. 40
Hosea says. "Those who were not my

people, | will call my people; and her who
has not obtained mercy, | will name the
one who has obtained mercy. In the place
where It was said: You are not my people:
there they will be called children of the

Living God!




Confessions of Patrick, para. 41
How has this happened In Ireland? Never

before did they know of God except to
serve idols and unclean things. But now,
they have become the people of the Lord,
and are called children of God. The sons
and daughters of the leaders of the Irish
are seen to be monks and virgins of Christ!




Confessions of Patrick, para. 43
| could wish to leave them to go to

Britain. | would willingly do this, and am
prepared for this, as if to visit my home
country and my parents. Not only that, but
| would like to go to Gaul to visit the
brothers and to see the faces of the
saints of my Lord.



Confessions of Patrick, para. 43
God knows what | would dearly like to do.

But | am bound in the Spirit, who assures
me that if | were to do this, | would be held
guilty. And | fear, also, to lose the work

which | began
Lord, who tolc

— NOt SO MuC
me to come

these people-

‘or the rest of

N | as Christ the

nere to be with
my life.



Confessions of Patrick, para. 46
There were many who forbade this

mission. They even told stories among
themselves behind my back, and the said:
“Why does he put himself in danger
among hostile people who do not know
God?”



Confessions of Patrick, para. 46
't was not that they were malicious - they

just did not understand, as | myself can
testify, since | was just an unlearned
country person. Indeed, | was not quick to
recognise the grace that was in me; |
know now what | should have done then.




Confessions of Patrick, para. 49
| know that | am inexperienced in all things.

But still, | have tried to keep a guard on
myself and for the Christians and virgins of
Christ and religious women who were
giving me small gifts of their own accord.




Confessions of Patrick, para. 49
When they would throw some of their
ornaments on the altar, | would give them

back to them. They were hurt at me that |
would do this.




Confessions of Patrick, para. 49
But it was because of the hope of the

eternal gift, that | was careful in all things,
IN case unbelievers would trap me or my
ministry of service for any reason. Nor did |
want to give those who could not believe
even the slightest reason for speaking
against me or take my character away.




Confessions of Patrick, para. 50
Perhaps, however, when | baptised so

many thousands of people, did | hope to
receive even the smallest payment? If so,
tell me, and | will return it to you. Or when
the Lord ordained clerics everywhere
through my poor efforts, and | gave this
service to them for free..




Confessions of Patrick, para. 50

.If | asked them to pay even
for the cost of my shoes -
tell It against me, and | will
return It to you and more.




Acts of the Apostles 20:33-34
| have never wanted anyone's

silver or gold or clothing. You
know well that these very hands

have served my needs and my
companions.



Confessions of Patrick, para. 55

see that already In this present age the
_ord has given me a greatness more than
could be expected. | was not worthy of this,
not the kind of person the Lord would do
this for, since | know for certain that
poverty and calamity are more my style
than riches and enjoyment.




Confessions of Patrick, para. 55
But Christ the Lord became poor for us; |

too am wretched and unhappy. Even if |
were to wish for riches, | do not have them.
| am not trying to judge myself, since every
day there is the chance that | will be killed,
or surrounded, or be taken into slavery, or
some other such happening.




Confessions of Patrick, para. 55

But | fear none of these
things, because of the
promises of heaven.



Confessions of Patrick, para. 57

So | shall make a return to him for
all that he has given to me. But
what can | say, or what can |
promise to my Lord? There Is
nothing | have that is not his gift to
me.



Confessions of Patrick, para. 57

But he knows the depths of my heart,
my very gut feelings! He knows that it is
enough that | desire very much, and am
ready for this, that he would grant me to
drink of his chalice, just as he was
pleased to do for others who loved him.




Confessions of Patrick, para. 59
If | have ever imitated anything good for

the sake of my God whom | love, | ask that
he grant me to be able to shed my blood
with these converts and captives -




Confessions of Patrick, para. 59
.even were | to lack a grave for burial, or

my dead body were to be miserably torn
apart limb from limb by dogs or wild
beasts, or were the birds of heaven to
devour it. | declare with certainty that if this
were to happen, | would have gained both
my soul and my body.




Confessions of Patrick, para. 60
The sun which we see rising for us each

day at his command, that sun will never
reign nor will its splendour continue
forever; and all those who adore that sun
will come to a bad, miserable penalty.



Confessions of Patrick, para. 60

We, however, believe In and adore
the true sun, that is, Christ, who will
never perish. Nor will they perish
who do his will but they will abide
forever just as Christ will abide
forever.




Confessions of Patrick, para. 61

Again and again | briefly put before you the
words of my confession. | testify in truth
and in great joy of heart before God and
his holy angels that | never had any other
reason for returning to that nation from
which | had earlier escaped, except the
gospel and God's promises.




Confessions of Patrick, para. 62

pray for those

who believe In and

nave reverence for God. Some of
them may happen to inspect or

come upon this writing which

Patrick, a sinne

~without learning,

wrote In Ireland.



Confessions of Patrick, para. 62
May none of them ever say that

whatever little | did or made known to

nlease Goo

ignorance.

was done through
nstead, you can judge and

oelieve in all truth that it was a gift of

God. This is my confession before | die.



Schedule

Next Class: March 23 / 24

Jeremiah 2-17



Glorious Saint Raymond of
Penafort, wise and holy patron,
come to the aid of those entrusted
to your care, and all who flee to
your protection. Intercede for us

the Gospel to all we meet. And
when we have reached the
fullness of our years, we beseech
you to guide us home to heaven,
to live in peace with you, Our

Mother Mary, and Our Lord
Jesus Christ. Amen.







